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Weaving Spiritualized, 


In a DISCOURSE, 


Wherein Men employed in that 
Occupation, are inſtructed how 
to raiſe Heavenly Meditations, 


from the ſeveral Parts of their 
Work. 

To which alſo are added 

Some few Moral and Spiritual Obſervations ; re- 

lating both to That and other Trades. 


By FOAN COLLINS. D. D. 


Promiſſio Sanctificat omnia, & reddit pretisſa in con- 
ſpeclu Dei; peque quicquam tam minutum fiers 
pcteſt, in vacatione Divinitatis ordinata, quin Deo 
placeat. Luther T. 4. in Gen. in c. 46. 


Job 7. 6. My Days are ſwifter than a Weaver's 
Shuttle. 


Ila. 38. 12. 1 have cut ff like a Weaver my life. 
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To his Honoured Friends, 


Bernard Church Eſq; and John 


KRichars G ntleman, Aldermen 


of the City of Norwich. 


Worthy and much honoured Friends, 

HE deſign of the followius ſheets 

will be ſo obvious to every eye up- 

on the reading of them, that many 
words to expound it to you will be per- 
fectly ſuperfluons; it will eaſily be 119 
own interpreeter, both to you and o- 
th. rs. Beſides, What is needful upon 
that ſubject. I ſhall gore fully diſcourſe 
in my Epiſtle unto the Reader. My 
buſineſs to you 15, but to give you an 
account of my entitulins you unto it: 
tur which it were enough to ſay, That 
Cod hath ſubleſſed you both in that Oc- 
cupation, which I make the Theme of 
AM the 


4 
the following diſcourſes, as that it hath 
brought you in, not only, a livelihued, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


but ſuch an overpius as hath caparuit ut-= 
ed you nut only to ſerve your generation, 
in th: offices relating to ans the princi- 
pal conantt of that trade, but in other 
great employments. The one of you hath 
not only [crvedihe city wherem youu «re 
in the offices of Sheriff and Alde man, 
that von both have done but alſo in 
the office of Mayor, and that the uther 
too hath nut aon the [ame is only from 
his own reluttancy and alſo ripreſint- 
ed this famous city in the higheſt court 
of Parliament %, alſo, becauſe you are 
great examples of that piety, tobriety, 
and goodneis ot temper, to which as 
you will find ] have in the follow ing 
ſheets obſerded this courſe of life in 
mens youth doth much tutor, and aiſ- 
poſe them; and in being or having been 
the heads, and con«suttors of all that 
are buſied in that occupation. you have 
entituled your ſelves to all thoſe d it- 
couries which may tend to the moral or 
ſpiritual improvements of it Tou will, 
by the following diſcourſes, ſee you have 
no reaſon to reflect with any bluſhing, 
upon 


Ihe Epiſtle Dedicatory. Wh 
upon the way in which you were in 
youth tramea up; you have emmently 
ſerved your generation before you fall 
aſleep, 1he employment of your lives 
hath not been a making vilver-ſhrines 
for Diana; it hath not been a ſervicè to 
the luxury, pride, and wantonneſs of 
the generation in which you lived; it 
hath not been an Apocryphal employ- 
ment, it hath been employment of a 
good Norcns, only you made the ſtuffs 
which p0//rbly other prous and devout 
{-u!s made up. It hath been an en- 
#$:0yment that hath had a good end and 
ac ſign, upon which in the morning you 
could warantably go, and pray to God 
for a bleſſing; and in the evening (ay, 


| Protper thou the wotk of our hand 


upon us; Lord proſper thou our 
handy-work. An employment which 
hath kept you at home, watching over 
your families, and which hath brought 
you iu a livelihood, and gruen you 4 
ſtation in the world, if beneath envy, 
vet above pity. What hath enabled you - 
to employ the poor, to grue portions to 
ſix and alſo to ſeven 9 Jou may 10k” 
back without a regret, and rejuice iu 


the 


- 
4 
. 
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i} C fruit of your labours, ſecing many 
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a ſober tradeſman that you have bred, 
many a poor perſon that you have clothed. 
Tour days 2 worthy and hunoured 
Friends are, in a ereat meaſure, paſt, 
and when you dg back upun them gon 
will ſay they are paſt, twitter than 
your ſhuttles; o, week ig almoſt at 
an end, and vou, who have had many a 
prece of ftuff at the end of the wroek 
brought home to you muſt in a fete weeks, 
or months, or. years, be gathered to 
your fathers, aud be no more. Your 
works will follow you and your {eivis 
muſt carry home to the great |. ord of 
heaven and earth the web which ou 
have weav'd May it pleaſe the Lord 
to bleſs theſe wiſconrſes tu you both, 
that they may but auy way conduce 
either t auoment your cum ort, iu 4 
reflection upon the work which you have 
already done, or help you to throw 
gur hutitles well as io the remnant 
which jun have yet to do, that when 


you carry dll home. you may huar 


that blifJed wice, Weil done good 
and faithful ſervant, thou haft been 
falthiul in a little, 1 will make thee 

a 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 7 
a ruler over much; enter thou 1 ö 

4 | into! 
thy Maſter's joy): Which is, and 
ſhall be the prayer of him, who 
25. ; 


Yeur moft Jaithful and aſßeciicnate Friend 
and Servant m the Work of the Goſpel, 
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ii READER. 
And more eſpecially. 


To the Maſters, Wardens, and 
Aſſiſtants in the Corporation of 
Worſted-Weavers, relating to 
the City of Norwich, together 
with all my worthy Friends, 

= whether Maſters or Journey- 

nien, employed in the art and 


Myſtery of weaving. 


T laſt (my worthy friends) I 
have found both leiſure and 


4 1 to teſtifie both to you, 
and to the world, the great value 
and reſpect, which, tor more than 

twenty 


he Epiſtle to the Reader. 9 
twenty years, (that is, ever fince I 
vnderſtood any thing of yon) I 
have had, as for very many of your 
perſons, ſo for that occupation 
wherein you daily are employed; 
ſo great (1 will aſſure you) that, for 
theſe twenty eight years, I have 
hardly been conſulted by any 


friend about rhe diſpoſal of a child, 


whom I have not adviſed to your 


trade: And, but that in the educa- \ 


tion of a child. Nihil indita Miners 
va, the Genius of the child ought 
to give a principal conduct, I will 
aſſure you, next to the immediate 
ſervice of God in his goſpel, (from 
which theſe times deterred me, un- 
leſs I had enough to have left them 
to have enabled them to do it free- 
ly) I had devoted my ſons to your 
fellowſhip; nor would any thing 
have more pleaſed me as to any 
fon of mine, than to have ſeen him 
fancying one of your looms: For I 
have either taken ſalſe meaſures 
(which yet I think I have not) or 
no employment which I have in 
ny 


\ 
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my-eye, hath ſuperiour advantages 
to you, if equal with you, to ſerve 
all the nobler ends of man's life. 
Were I to be your orator, I think 
I have topicks enough by me to 
periwade any perſon, that nothing 
can commend a trade to a wiſe- 
man, but what is to be found in 
yours: ſome of thoſe things you 
/ will find enlarged upon, in the firſt 
of my obſervations in the following 
ſheets. My thoughts that it was a 
W/ pity, that ſuch a number of per- 
ſons employed in ſo excellent an 
employment as you are, ſhould F 
| want any advantages to help you 
from looms unto heaven, is that 
which hach engaged me this ſer- 
vice; a deſign which, for ſome 
years, I have had in my thoughts, 
even ever ſince I ſaw Mr. Flavel's 
Navigation and Husbandry Spiritualiz= 
ed: But many of you know, that, 
from my youth upward, my hand 
hath been full of employments, | 
and my latter years more full than | 
my former. More,than forty * 3 
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of my hte were ſpent without 
much care what to eat or drink; 
ſince that time thole cares have alſo 
been upon me, and made my work 
ſomething more than to conſider 
what ſubject next to preach upon, 
and how to handle 1t. Theſe few 
ſheets, by reaſon of this, were taken 
in hand again and again, and as 
often laid aſide, at laſt a very few. 


days have ſiniſhed the greater part 


vi chem, and for ſome of that lei- 
ſure ou may thank ſome infor- 
mers, too. It is a noble deſign to 


inſtruct people how to ſpiritualize . 


every object, and a nobler practice 
for any to do it. Our bleſſed Lord 


made it his buſineſs to take all ad- 


vantages to commend to his diſ- 
ciples and hearers ſpiritual medita- 
tions on earthly objects: The fight 
of bread, John 6, brings forth that 
excellent ſermon about the, bread 
of life. His aſking of water of the 
woman of. Samaria, gave him an 
occaſion to diſcourſe of the living 
water, which wheoſo drinks ſhall thirſt 

B 2 no 
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no more. And it is more than 
probable, that his fight of a * 
herd with his flock of ſheep; and 
of a vine, gave occaſion © thoſe 
excellent ſermons, John 10, John 
15. It is the great diſadvantage of 
moſt worldly employments, that 
they have a natural tendency to 
divert the foul from God; upon 
which account I remember it was, 
/that holy Mr. Palmer preferred the 
| work of the miniſtry to all the em- 
/ ployments of the world, as leading 
the ſoul directly to the meditations 
of God, and whoſe workly in a 
communion with him, whereas all 
other employments bent the foul 
another wav, I know no better 
way to remedy this diſadvantage, 
from the nature of vour work, than 
by ſhewing you how you may 
make it an advantage to you. This 


ſheets. Brethren! Give me leave 
to tell you all, That my heart s deſire 
1 and prayer to God for you, 1s, that you 
ma be javed, Tho' 1 have a juſt 

E. regret 


is the very buſineſs of theſe few 
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regret and compaſſion for any ſoul, 
that 1 ſee like to periſh eternally; 
yet methinks, I have a juſter and 
ſadder regret for any induſtrious 
ſouls. I would not have one of 
them periſh eternally, whom ] ſee 
ſo induſtrous to take pains, that 
they and their families might live 
a few years comfortably in this 
life. There is a generation of men 
. that are too lazy to go to heaven, 
or to live here, but upon the alms 
and ſpoils of others; it had been 
good tor them they had never been 
born, and it had been alſo good 
for the world they never had been 
born; for their lives in it are of no 
further uſe, than to defile, and to 
devour, and to diſturb it. If ſuch 
men periſh, let them periſh, we 
having given them a due warning. 
But methinks it pities my ſoul to 
think, that a weaver ſhould eternal- 
ly periſh: A weaver, whom I ſee 
before four of the clock in the 
morning, and after 8, 9, 10 at night, 
hard at work; that one ſo patient 
of 
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of labour for the Bread that periſh- 
eth, ſo patient of ſelf-denial in the 
ſports and pleaſures which others 
ſpend their hfe in, and all for a 
1 ſhillings at the end of the 
week; I ſay, that ſuch an one, 
after the long toil of his laborious 
life, ſhould at laſt ly down in hell, 
this goes very near me: And I can- 
not but ſay ſometimes, ſurely we 
(who are the Lord's miniſters) do 
not inſtruct theſe men enough; we 
do not preſs the thoughts of e- 
ternity upon them as we ought to 
do. Theſe are a people that are not 
too lazy to be ſaved, they are men 
that can work night and dav in 
their earthly maſters work, for a 
Iivelihood for their bodies; ſurely, 
it we could perſuade them they had 
fouls, and thoſe immortal ſouls ; 
That they are beings ordained to 
an eternity; That eternal happineſs 
15 not to be got by a loom; but by 
Beheving, reading, hearing, prayer, 
ſelf-denial, taking up Chriſt's croſs, mor- 
tification of beloved lufts, they might 

be 
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be perſwaded to ſpend ſome time 
every day in reading, praying, 
ſome time in hearing; to ſpend 
ſome time in ſearching and trying 
their ways, that they may turn un- 
to the Lord. I know that when we 
have done and ſaid what we can, 
old Adam (as he ſaid) will be found 
too hard for young or old Meland- 
hon. The way of man is not in himſelf, 
neither 1s it in man to direct his fleps : 
But ſhew me that perſon who hath 
done what in him lves towards his 
own ſalvation, to whom God hath 
denied his free, but effectual grace. 
My good friends! You know I can- 
not from the pulpit, as formerly, 


ſpeak unto you; if I could, neither 


were this a fit theme to diſcourſe 
there; neither would the ſound of 
my words 1n your ears abide _ 
you, 1o as a printed book may, I 
have on purpoſe contracted my 
diſcourſe into a ſew ſheets, that it 
may be a burden not too heavy for 
an ordinary purſe. I propoſe to my 
{ſelf nothing of gain in it. If! 5 
ut 
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but gain one ſoul, it is enough; if 
not, I have but my labour for my 
pains, as we ſay in our Englich 
proverb. I would willingly help 
on your ſalvation, and ſhew my 
love and kindneſs to an induſtrious 
people: I have nothing elſe but 
my poor prayers, by which I can 
ſhew my ſelf. 


Your faithful Friend and Servant, 


in the Work 
* Work of the Goſpel. | 
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Art of Weaving Spiritualized. 
CHAN 


Exod. xxxv. 35. Them hath he ſilled with 
Wiſdom of Heart, to work all Manner 
of Work of the Ingraver,--and of the 
Weaver, &c. 


The MEDITATIONS. 


$24. 1. THE work here in hand 
| wasthe making atabern- 
acle, a moving houſe for the Lord God 
/ Iſrael: The workmen are nomin- 
ated by God himſelf ver. 30. The 
Lord hath called by name Bezaleel the 
ſon of Uri, the fon of Hur: And verſe 
34, Aholiab the Jon of Ahiſamach. 
(A is reaſonable the maſter of the houſe 
| C 


ſhoule? 
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ſhould appoint his own workmen.) 


Theſe he filled with his Spirit in wiſdom, 
underſtanding, knowledge, and in all 
manner of workmanſhip. God never 
ſends any to his work, but he firſt 


 furniſheth them with tools fit to do 


it. Thoſe who are buſied at works 
for which they are not ſpirited and 
enabled, (whoever ſends them) are 
not ſent by God. As he fitted theſe 
workmen with wiſdom of heart to 
work all work, ſo particularly it is 
ſaid, And of the weaver. 

Sect. 2. The art of weaving then 
hath a divine original. Naamah the 
ſiſter of Tubal-cain, (mentioned Gen. 
4. 22. might be the firſt ſpinſtreſs 
or weaverels, (as Genebrard thinks) 
the ſcripture tells us her brother 
was the firſt workman in braſs and 


iron) if ſhe firſt learned others, yet 


tis certain God firſt taught her. If 
Clofterus firft made ſpindles, his God 
firſt taught him thar diſcretion. And 
if Naamah firſt wrought in looms, 
yet, as the prophet ſaith of the thre- 
ſhers diſcretion, ab 28. 29. This 
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alſo came from the Lord of Hoſts, who 
is wonderful in counſel, and excellent in 


3 working, If weaving (as the philo- 


ſopher thinks) was learnt from the 
ſpider, yet the ſpider hath it from 
the Lord ie,. in counſel, He that 
teacheth the warriur's hands to «var, 
and his fingers to fight, teacheth the 
weaver alſo to mix his yarns, and to 
throw his ſhuttle. | 

Sect. 3. The weavers trade then 
is canonical, An employment of 
which God 1s not aſhamed to be cal- 
led the Father, as to which he is 
pleaſed to imploy his own Spirit. 
"Tis good to be in a calling as to 
which we can ſay, That God hath 
called us to it. Pious parents may 
have a little too much zeal, in re- 
fuſing all but ſcripture names for 
their children, (the ſcriptures it ſelt 
borrows childrens names, from 
words ſignificant of mercy and 
duty) but thoſe parents are as much 
too careleſs, who think they may 
give their children the names of 
Pagan idols, or otherwiſe fooliſh 
| C 2 and 
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and inſignificant. There may be 
particular employments lawful en- 


ough, which are not canonized by 


holy writ, all things were not writ- 
ten; what ſhould the world then 
have done with the books! Trades 
are for neceſſary uſes, and every em- 
ployment of that nature not ſerving 
to maintain wickedneſs, or merely 
to debauch the world with wanton- 
neſs and luxury, are doubtleſs law- 
ful, whether we can deriye them 
from ſcripture or no: But certain- 
ly it is a ſatisfaction to a pious 
tradeſman, when he can find the 
Name of his trade written in that 
book of life. This you ſee the 
weaver may, it he cannot derive 
from Naamah, yet he may derive 
from Bezaleel and Aboliab, and they 
both derived from God. 

Sed. 4. Theſe weavers were work- 


ing for the tabernacle. Weaving 


then doth not only derive from God, 


- 


but may be 2, l for God, and that 


in ſervices which, in the firſt degree, 


are acceptable to him. The excel- 


lency 
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lency of a trade derives from its 


uſefulneſs; the nobleneſs of it from 


the particular uſe to which it may 
be ſerviceable. A trade can ſerve no 
bigher uſe than that of the faber- 
nacle. This the weavers trade is here 
X ſerviceable unto. Your bodies (faith 
the * are temples of the holy 
MW Ghojt. 1 Cor. 6. 19. The temple and 


5 3 differeth not in their end, 


but in their foundation only orna- 
ment. The temple was fixed, the 
Y tabernacle moving. The taber- 
nacle in a more travelling habit 
than the temple, Both hou/es for the 
= Lord God of Iſrael. The temple is 
made the figure of Chriſt, John 2. 
$ Weaving then may be ſerviceable 
unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yea it is 
ſo ſerviceable, Let not the Eunuch 
/a, I am a dry tree: Let not the 
Weaver ſay, I am a poor mean trade. 
He who in his trade ſerves the 
higheſt uſes, may contend with the 
nobleſt tradeſman ; let not the wea- 
ver ſay then, that he is of a mean 
trade in Iſrael, of a family hghtly e- 


fteemed 


at 
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fleemed of. Kings ſervants have no 
contemptible notion. The dignity 
of a trade is not beholden to the 
world's eſtimate, but to its own ©» 


uſefulneſs. He that can work for 


a tabernacle, works for the higheſt 
end. 9 
Sect. 5. But there is a difference 
yet betwixt working for the tabernacle, 
and working in the tabernacle: Bez- | 
aleel and Aholiab work for it, but 
Aaron and his ſons only muſt work in it: 
And no man taketh that honour to him- \ 
/elf (faith the apoſtle) but he who is 
called of God as Aaron was. Let every 
man ({aith the apoſtle) abide in the cal 
ing to which God hath called him. 


When I conſider the compoſition of 1 


the tabernacle, I find there no work 
for the weaver, but in the making 
the fine linnen, in covering the 
wool offered of blue, purple, and ſcarlet, 
or working the goats hair offered, 
into webs, making the hangings for 
the court, and the door of the court 
and the clothes of ſervice, the holy 
garments for Aaron the prieft, and for 


35 
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| bis ſons to miniſter in; yet is not this 
7 | tO be diſpited: He that makes but 
a curtain for the Lord's tabernacle, 
* — hath as high an office, as 
r he who is but a door-keeper in the 
houſc of the Lord; which David 
4 preferred before a dwelling i in the 
SV tents of wickedneſs. Surety it 18 
better to make a garment for Aaron, 
than a ſhrine for Diana. The love ft 
room in heaven 1s heaven, (ſaith a 

grave Author) though it be but behind 
— F the door. Uzzah muſt not touch 
the Ark, (tho' a Levite) nor Saal, 
nor Uzzah offer ſacrifices, thou gh 
both great princes. God's church 
is like an army which muſt march 
in rank and file: Cad (ſaith the 
2 apoſtle) 1c a God of order, and not of 
confiſion. The weaver ſhall have his 
wages working for the tabernacle, 
= ente he wears not, but only 
, | } weaves the holy garments; if he 
r j offers not a Bullock yet he offers a 
et þ © Turtle-Dove and young Pigeons, 
4 ; he ſerves the Lord Chriſt, though 
r | 
5 


it 


| 
[ 
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it be not at the alter; and doth | 
any ſerve him for nothing? 8 
Se. 6. But the houſe in Shiloh 
is pulled down, and there is no 
more going up to Gibeon; yea there 
is not one ſtone left upon another, either 
in Solomon s, or Zorobabel's, or Herod's 
temple ; ; the curtains are rent in 
pieces, and the holy garments are | 
worn out, is then the weavers Fl 
trade antiquated? Or, is the uſeful- | 
neſs of it for the temple abolthed? 
Or, need we to deviſe new holy 
garments for prieſts to intitle them 
to an employment for God? And | 
muſt hanging of blue, purple and | 
Scarlet, again be made neceſſary? | 
No ſurely, Know you not (ſaith the 
apoſtle to the Chriſtian Corinthians) 
that your bodies are the temples of the 
holy Ghoſt; Temples in which the 
Lord dwells, even he who dwells not 
in temples made with hands. If the 
weaver cannot yet ſee himſelf at | 
work for God's tabernacles, the 
fault is in his own eyes, or in the 
laſt of his own heart. He that 
Works 
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works for the clothing of the nak- 
ed, is doubtleſs at work for God's 
X tabernacle, nay, for that fixed 
& temple, which he hath ſet up a- 
F monſt the ſons of men; For the poor 
( aich our Lord) you have always with 
Jon. The weaver that made our 
Lord's ſeamleſs coat, underſtood 
not what he did, but had a noble 
| employment: That coat was to co- 
ver the perſon who was the eternal 
Son of God, but he never made f 
more than that one for ſuch an uſe. 
Me (ſaith Chriſt) you hade not al- 
ways, He who wore that was pre- 
ſently to put on the garments of glory; 
but he that weaves tor his members 
hath a more ſtanding work for 
God, and ſo ſeems to be more bleſſ- 
ed in his employment. Our Saviour 
XF corrected the ' dvout woman that 


— 
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ft WM cried out, Luke 11. 27. Bleſſed ie 
e WM the womb that bare thee, and the paps © | 
t i which thou haſt ſucked, by adding 

| 


e i} wver/c 28, Tea, rather bleſſed are they 
e WF that hear the word of God, and keep it. 
t Doth any think, bleſſed was that 
8 weaver which wove the ſeamleſs 
D coat 
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coat for him who was his Saviour, 


to clothe all the clect wth that gar- 
ment of righteouſneſs, m which they are 
to appear before their father m heaven ? 
Surely we may ſay, Yea rather bleſſ- 
ed are they, who are imployed, not 
in making coverings for the temple 
that was deſtroyed, and in three 


living temples of the moſt high 
God; it indeed, as they prepare 


me. Mart. 25. 30. 


manner of work,-=-of the weaver. How 


| 
[ doth the eternal God humble him- 
| feit to behold, not only the things 


who was an inſtrument to clothe i 
him with the robe in which he was 
an inſtrument to clothe him with; 
the robe in which he was to ap- 
pear before Pontius Pilate, who was 


' 
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clothing, ſo they alſo clothe the 
naked; I was naked, and ye clothed 


Set. 7. But what is this? Cod fill- ® 
ed them with wiſdom of heart, to do al! 


days raiſed up again, but for the 1 


done in heavens, but upon the earth ? 
Who is like unto the Lord who dwelleth 


on high? (ſaith the P/almjt upon this Y 


very argument) Ze clothed the grafs of | 


\ 


the 


* 
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ar, the field, which to day is, and to morrow 
he ie caft into the oven: And all fleſh is 
as grass, (faith the prophet) this graſs 
th he clotheth alſo. How low doth 


the lofty eye deſcend? The wheel is 
turned upon the cummin, and the fitches 
are not threſhed out with a threſhing 
inſtrument, but beaten out with a ſtaff. 
Ihe bread corn is bruiſed, becauje he will 
not be ever threſhing it, nor break it 
"3 with the wheel of his cart, nor bruije it 
= with horſemen. This alſo cometh from 
the Lord of hoſts. Wa. 27. 28, 29. 
This! What! This d:/cretion, verſe 
26. His God doth inflruct him to diſcretion 
and teach him. The weaver would 
not have known which way to have 
faſtned his warp, or ordered his 
woof, or directed his ſhuttle, or mix- 
ed his yarns, but for a di/cretion 
taught him by the Lord of Haſts. Bleſſ- 
ed God! How great art thou in all 
things? And never greater than in 
the leaſt of things. How little do 
we know thee, or conſider thee, who 
yet art ever at our fingers ends? 
What a. meditation this is for a 
Weaver at his loom! Is it the Lord 
9 | of 
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\» bour? Have l more diſcretion than 
Lord, who 15 mighty in counſel, and 
if 


1 
| work, or throw my ſhuttle more 
nimbly, and bring a piece quicker 
off the loom; I have no reaſon to 
W deſpiſe him that cannot be ſo quick, 


[ 
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of hoſts, that influenceth my hand We 
even in this moment to throw this 
ſhuttle, and influenceth my mind 
with diſcretion to order theſe threads, 
to move theſe ſeveral utenſils of my 
trade ſo as they ſerve the end which is 
I deſign. What a God do I ſerve, I h 
who is preſent with me while I fit e 
here at my poor contemptible em- SY f 
ployment, who humbleth himſelf to 1 
help me to work, and influenceth 
me to work better than my neigh- 


my fellow-labourer in the ſame 
chamber? Thi, alſo cometh from the 


Wonderful in working. 

Sect. 8. Jam therefore (certainly) 
obliged to be humble: If I can in- 
vent a new {tuft which another can- 
Hot (with all his induſtry) hit upon 
if I can better order my yarns, my 
colours, it I can better order my 


or ſagacious as my ſelf; for what 
; | have 


v-- 
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have I zohich I have not received from 


WW him who is mighty in counſel ? 
Jo deſpiſethe diligent perſon, or my 
dull companion, that is not ſottiſh, 
XZ and wiltully neghgent in his work, 


is but to reproach my maker; and 


be was mine as well as his: I deriv- 


ed no more of my ſoul than he did 


from his mother, and they are the 
nimbler cxerciſes of that, not of my 
terrene carthly part, which diſcovers 
this ingenuity. But I have infinite 
reaſon to be tiankful to that God, 
who hath thus given me that power 
to get riches, which he hath denied 
to him that works in the ſame cham- 
ber with me, Certainly ] ſtand obli- 


ged to *do more than others,” for 


that God who hath done more for 
+ me than for others of my own trade, 
I This common gift obligeth me to 


bn duty, becauſe it is not com- 
mon to me with all, though it be 
common to me with others who ne- 


ver taſted ſpecial and diſtin guiſhing 


grace. 

Sect. 9. Now what ſhould the 
weavers do more Doubtleſs love, 
honour 
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honour, ſerve that God more; but 
theſe are generals. Of old the firſt 
fruits were to be offered unto the 
Lord: Jo do good, and to diſtribute 
* (/aith the apoſtle; forget not; for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
* pleaſed,” Diſtributions fall under 
the two notions of feeding the 
hungry, and clothing the naked. 
The latter of theſe directly referred 
to the weavers trade. I have heard, 
that a late learned lawyer, in this 
nation, during his whole lite, would 
lay aſide every tenth fee for pious 
and charitable uſes. Our law oblig- 
eth the lawyer to give his pains to 
him or her that will plead in forma 
pauperis. If you can think of no- 


thing elſe whereby to ſhew your gra- 
tirude to God, yet this you cannot 
over-look becauſe ever in your eye, 


This is to honour God with your 


ſubſtance, and with your increaſe; your | 
increaſe lyeth in making clothing 


for the naked. Let your friends, 


when you are gone, be able (as the 
friends of Dorcas) to bring forth the 
clothes, Which, when alive, ſhe had 


made 
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made for the poor. Let me tell you, 


hat God is the beſt merchant you 


can part with a piece of ſtuff to; he 
indeed ſometimes takes day to ſee 
it his weavers can truſt him, but, as 
he pays certainly, ſo he pays to the 
beſt profit; © He that caſts his bread 
* upon many waters, thall after 
many days find it;“ and fo ſhall 
he that throws a piece of cloth or 
ſtuff there. He ſhall find it in that 
day, when God thall ſay to them on 
his right-hand, © 1 was naked, and 
ye clothed me. | 
Sect. 10. But if I muſt be filled 
% with the wiſdom of God, to work 
* all manner of work of the weaver;” 
it this cometh from the Lord, then 
much more to * work any ſpiritual 
Work.“ It there muſt be a ſpecial. 
influx of providence, beyond what 
ordinary ſouls of workmen have, 
(poſſeſſed of an underſtanding and 
will of the ſame ſpecies with mine) 
upon me, tomake mea better work- 
man, to invent a new piece of ſtuff, 
to judge of its acceptableneſs to 


people the next year, better than 


another 
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another of the ſame trade with me, 
that hath the ſame underſtanding 
and will that I have. What an in- 
fluence of God muſt it require to per- 
form a ſpiritual ſervice that ſhall be 
acceptable unto God? Cannot I mix 
my colours as I would? And may [I 
repent or believe if I will? It is not 
in my power to make piece of ſtuff, 
of which I have the pattern which 


lies before me, and for which 1 


have the materials? And is it in my 
power to do an action truly and ſpirit- 


ually good, though I have patterns Y 


before me, though I have the ſame 


rational ſoul, that he hath that doth 'F 


it? He that denieth diſtinguiſhing 
ſpiritual habits, referring to truly 
{piritual acts, will be forced to ac- 


knowledge a diſtinguiſhing com- 
mon gift given to the weaver and 


not to another; the Se can invent, 


the other cannot; the one can judge 


better, whether a piece of ſtuff will 
next year take: the one can do his 
work more neatly, and acceptably 
to every eye. Man hach not his will 
ſo far free, that though he hath 

learned 
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e, learned his trade, and would fain 
3 invent and judge, and mix his col- 
cours, and work up, and off his ware 
as well as another; yea, tho' he 
e 3 1 hath the ſame yarns, he cannot 
X do it. Let then the Arminian go and 
[ = diſputewiththeweaver,and firſtmake 
t him believe, that he may invent as 
T, 8 happily as his neighbour, and make 
nh as good work as he if he will; let 
1 im tell him, that the reaſon why 
„ he doth it not, is not natural but 
- moral impotency, becauſe he can- 
is not prevail with himſelf to be will- 
ce ing to do it; will not the experience 
h of every poor induſtrious weaver con- 
3 fute him? Surley the experience of a 
Chriſtian, to as actions truly ſpiritual- 
ly and formally good, will confute 
him much more. 

d % Sec. 11. What an argument alſo 
t, is this for contentation with the lot 
Which God hath given us, and the 
Il 1 Ration in the world which he hath 
is willed us to take up. The world 
is but a great army, ſet in rank and 
Il fle, by the Lord, the Lord of hoſts: 
» What if one be a Lieutenant-Gen- 


E. . eral 
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_ eral, others Colonels, and Captains, 


and Commiſſion-Officers in it, and 


others be but nilites gregarii, or- 


dinary common ſoldiers; it is the 
great General that hath ordered the 
one, and the other to their ſtations, and 
Hath fitted the one and the others for 
their works. What if God will have 
the Princes, the Nobles, the judges, 
to fit all day on the throne of judg- 
ment, and to employ themſelves in 
cutting out right toevery man,whiles 
he wilteth me to fit in my loom, and 
emply my ſelf all the day in throw- 
ing the ſhuttle; we both are influen- 


ced by the ſame ſpirit. On them 


reſts the ſpirit of wiſdom and judg- 
ment; on me alſo (in my model) 
the Spirit of wiſdom, from whence I 
work the work of the weaver. As I 
am influenced by God to my work, 


as well as thoſe that take up higher 


tations, and aſſiſted by God in it; ſo 
I have alſo an opportunity in it, to 
thew my lſelt ſerviceable to God, ſervi- 
ceable tomy gencration. The Magiſt- 
rates work isto defend; the rich man's 
work is to feed; mine is to clothe the 

| naked. 
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naked. Ican pray for a bleſlir.g upon 


| 18 ceſſary uſes of mankind. Do IWork 
in a lower orb than ſome others do? 
vet I ſerve no lower maſter; I work 
A for no lower end than they do. Let 
not the weaver ſay then. My family is 
poor in Iſrael, my trade is lightly e- 
Mm ſteemed of. Fools rate things by 
appearance, and ſacrifice their judg- 
ments to vulgar applauſe. Wiſe men 
judge according to reality. Can that 
trade be contemptible, which the 
2 wile God learneth us, in which the 
ſpirit of God aſſiſteth us, and which 
© ſ{erveth one of the greateſt uſes of 
the ſons of men? If therefore thou 
pbeeſt bred no higher than to be a 
Xx weaver, yet be therewith content. 
[1 Paul had learnt to be ſo in eve 
1 Mate. Let thy mind abide in that 
| e on to which the Lord hath call- 
ed you; ſay not, O if I had been a 
E merchant, if I had been a draper. 
3 e They both derive from thee; and 
3 1 the Spirit of wiſdom, to work all man- 
ner of work, even that of the weaver, 
doth far more viſibly work in thee, 
= 2 than 


_ 


q 7 muy loom, becauſe it works tor the ne- 
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than in the one or the other of them: 
There is far leſs wiſdom exerciſed 
by them, in proportioning pieces 9 
in contriving advantagious tranſ- 1 
portations, than in thy invention of # 

thy ſtuff, mixing and contriving wy i 1 
yarns, &c. The ſpider certainly thews 
us more of God than the butterfly. 
The ſilk-worm is a far greater mira- 
cle of divine wiſdom, than any o- 
ther intect, "al 


: The POEM. 


Fhen reft my foul ; thou haſt enough: 
Thu ſerveſt, God in weaving ſtuff. 

* Thou ſerveſt, and may'ſt jerve him morg, 
Clthing the good, but naked, por. 

Thou ſerveſt men; and ſerv'ſt them in 
Employment, where thou ſerviſt net ſin ; 
Thou ſerveſt not their luxury, 

But only their neceſſity. 

ig not my work t improve a mine, 
Making diana's ſiluver: ſbrine: 

Nor te make rabbons, no, nor lace ; 
Nor patches for a wanton's face; 
Nor any idle inſtrument 

Of pride, which men may better want. 
If Rluffs may be abuſed too, ; 
That taylors, and not weavers do. 

The weaver is no low-born trade. 
Spiders by God at firſt was made. 

'Tis Cod that giveth a wiſe heart 


es 
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To me, to work the weavers art, 
= Bleft Lord]! Let me a weaver be, 


A 
1 
* 


ss I may weave à piece far thee. 


SL, 


8 CHAP. 
"X The Weavers Meterials; Wool, Silk, 


Hair, Hemp Flax Cotton c. 
e MEDITATIONS. 
Ned. 1, HE weavers trade is of 


not coevous to the fall of Adam; 
that firſt indeed diſcovered naked- 
gneſs, (which makes the uſefulneſs 
= of this art) but the art was not diſ- 
covered aſſoon as ſhame made a ne- 
XZ ſlity of clothes. Our firſt parents 


'% firſt /ewed fig-leaves together, and made 
XZ themſeFues aprons. Geneſ. 3. 7. or 
2 ſomething to gird about them. Here 


Cod himſelf was the weaver, and 
Adam and Eve were their own | 


2 taylors. We know not the dimen- 
ſion of the trees, or leaves, or fruits 


of thoſe fruitful places: But (be what it 
will) the protection a fig-leaf could 
give, muſt neceſſarily be very or- 

dinary 


Nj great antiquity, yet 
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dinary, and covering the very ſcant. 
The Hebrew therefore ſaith no more 

than that they made garments,cover- 
ing thoſe parts which nature teach- 
ethus to hide. The extremities of cold 
and heat, which ſin had now made 
more afflictive, and the faſt coming 
up of the thorns and thiſtles, to 
which the earth (far . man's ſake) 
was quickly condemned, ſoon diſ- 
covered need of better clothes than 
fig-trees could afford. When weav- 
ing certainly began is, hard to ſay; 
but, if what ſome would have, one 
of the dau ſchters of Lamech began it, 
it muſt be by that time the world had 
been 1651 years in being. Be that is it 
will, we know within a thouſand 
years after, Bezaleel and Aholiah 
were ſkilled in it. We know, that 
in the tabernacle were curtains of 
fine twined linnen. blue, purple and 
ſcarlet, which certainly refer to 
S woollen. We know alſo there were 
8 curtams of goats hair. Fxod. 26. 7. Of 
fk indeed we read nothing, that I 
remember, till Proverbs 31. It 
mould ſeem by ſome of the Romar, 
hiſtorians 
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hiſtorians, that it was a rare com- 
modity 284 years after our Saviour: 
® Arrelian the emperor therefore 
would wear no clothes, whoſe war 
and woof were both ſilk; for (ſait 
my author) a pound of {ilk was then 


of the ſame value with a pound of 


gold. It was 555 years after Chriſt 
before any great plenty of filk was 
# diſcovered in Europe. Procopius tells 
us, we were then beholden to two 
monks tor it, who brought ſome 
ſilk-worms eggs from the Indies to 
Juſtinian the emperor. The uſe of 
the other materials was much more 
ancient. Hemp, flax, and cotton- 
wool, are vegetables: wool, filk, and 
hair are the product of ſenſitive 
creatures. The whole creation is 
made up of things that have a mere 


being; ſuch are the elements, ſtars, 
Ke. or ſuch things as have life, and 


no more added to being; ſuch are 
all vegetables, plants, &c. or ſuch as 
being and to life, have alſo ſenſe add- 


ed; andtherefore are called ſenſitives: 


| Such are all beaſts, whether thoſe that 
have four feet or more, ſuch are ſheep, 
goats, 
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goats, worms, flies, and all inſects; 
or ſuch as have being, life, and W 
ſenſe, and reaſon alſo; ſuch is man. 
The angels are a noble part of the 


creation too, and have being life and 


reaſon, but not ſenſe in that manner 
as man, who exerciſeth the faculties 

of his ſoul by bodily organs, which | 
they want. Two of thole great hoſts 
of God contribute, and prove little 


enough to cover man's nakedneſs. 
The hoſt of vegetables afford hemp, 


flax and cotton; the ſenſitives wool, | 
hair and flax: Both would hide man's 
ſhame. Man hath eaten of the tree of 
forbidden fruit, and lieth naked in 
his tent. The devils mock him in his 
lapſed eſtate. The ſenſitives and | 
vegetables jointogether, to bring him 
-wherewith to cover his ſhame. The | 
poor worm ſpins herſelf to death; 
For ham he ſheep caſts her coat; the 
goats and camels ſutler themſelves i 
to be clipped; the tree {ends out cot- 
ton-wool ; the plants grow and die. 


How doth the whole creation freely 


ſerve him, who can hardly find an i 


heart to ſerve his or their maker 
| oY Sed, 


5 


ma 
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8% 2. Thon hoſt (faith the P/almilt), i 


d made him to have dominion over the 
n. works of thy hands, thou haſt put all 
1C things under h*« feet. Pſal. 8. 6, That 
d thoſe which merely have being, are 
er at his command, or under his feet, 
es is plain: He treadeth upon the earth, 
'h FF be turns the water this or that way, 
ts as ſerveth his concern, he lets in, or 
le keeps out the air. But fee allo the 
8. vegetables and ſenſitives ſerving him. 
p, The theep before the ſhearers is 
, dumb, other beaſts are patiently 
's MW ſpoiled of their hair. The hemp 
of RB and flax are pilled, The cotton-tree 
n is content to loſe its iſſue every year, 
is that man might be clothed. The 
d W Ox, the ſheep, and either of their 


— 


m off: ſpring dies that he might be fed; 
le 1 fo do the feathered fowl and fiſh, 
1; W At what a rate, to the conſumption 
ie of the creation, doth man live? 
25 Wben tempting our Saviour they 
t- brought to him a queſtion, 7s it laws 


e. Jul to pay tribute to Cæſar or is it not? 
y He calls for a piece of coin, and 
n querieth whoſe ſuper/cription and i- 
| FF age it bare? They ſay unto bim 
Ceſer's 
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Crſar's. Mark our Lord's applica- 


the weaver diſpute, whether he 
ſhould pay his homage to God, yea 


or no? Let him look upon the parcel | 
of hair, wool, ſilk, hemp, flax, cotton, 


which being firſt twiſted into yearn, 
he by and by faſteneth to his loom, 
and ſay, Mhoſe image and ſuper/cription 
zs here? His own heart muſt make 
him anſwer, God's. It is not in the 
wer of all the ſons of men to make 
one of theie things; and out of theſe 
he gets his hvehhood, and in the 
uſe of theſe things he and thouſands 
of others live. How reaſonable a 
thing is it, that he ſhould ſerve that 
great Lord, who makes thus his 
- whole Creation to ferve him! It 1s 
His wool, his hair, his flax, his hemp, 
His filk, that the weaver uſeth: Were 
the re not a God in the world there 
could have been no ſuch things. 
Surely then he ſhould not leave 
without a God in the world. It there 
be a God that loadeth us with his 
| benefits: 


tion; Render therefore unto Cæſar the 
things that are Cæſar's, and unto i 
God the things that are God's. Doth 
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benefits: there is a God to receive 
our homages; with what a thank- 
fal heart thould che weaver faſten 
his materials to his loom? With 
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what fear ſhould he walk, leſt he 
ſhould provoke God to recover at 
his hand his wool, and his flax, which 
he hath given us to cover our nakedneſs? 
Hoſea 2. 9. 
Set. 3. The whole creation 
“ (faith the apoſtle, Romans 8. 22.) 
« groaneth and travellech in pain 
“ until now. Verſe 20. It was made 
* ſubject to vanity, not willingly, 
* but by reaſon of him who hath 
« {ubjected the ſame in hope. Be- 
“ cauſe it ſhall be delivered from 
* the bondage of corruption into 
* the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
« God.” P. Martyr ſaith, the crea- 
ture is ſubjected to a four-told va- 
nity. 1. As for man's ſervice it is 
wearied with a dayly labour. 2. As 
it is puniſhed for man's error. 3. As 
it ſuffers together with man. 4. As 
it is made ſubject to man's luſt. God 
hath put it in the three firſt menti- 
oned ſubjects, and in them acts 


F 2 effectively, 


| 
' 
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effectively, as to the laſt he acteth 


but permiſſively. The filk-worm 
ſpinneth, and dyeth for us in com- 


dies, and rots for us to make us 


have to none of theſe a natural pro- 
penſion, but God hath ſubjected 
them in hope, and they are patiently 
ſubject ; the ſheep before the ſhearer 
openeth not its mouth, But man hath 
made it ſubject to a greater vanity 
than any of theſe. God created 
theſe things and ſubjected them to 
ſerve our neceſſities; tis man, ſinful 
man, that hath made them to lacquey 


worm never bequeathed the ſpin- 
ning of its life for the maintenance 
of pride, and hindrance of good 
Works. The ſheep never yielded 
its wool to cover the nakedneſs of 
the earth, but the nakedneſs of man. 
This is one way by which we make 
even God himſelf to ſerve with our 

I | iniquities. 


paſs of a few weeks ſpace; there's 
its vanity. The plant grows up and 


threed for our nakedneſs The beaſt 


parts with its own covering for us; 
there's a part of their vanity. They | 


his luſts and corruptions, The {ilk | 
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iniquities This is one thing which 


makes the creation groan for the 

Day of Judgment, Rom. 8. 22. Be- 

cauſe it ſhall then be delivered from 
this bondange of corruption. 


Sed. 4. But yet methinks the dif- 
ference of the weavers materials 
ſpeak ſome order, which is God's 
will. Amongſt men wool is coar- 


ſer than filk, hair is a medium be- 


twixt them both, hemp is groſſer 
than flax, and cotton again is betwixt 


them both. Our Saviour Matthew 11. 


8. allows a ſoft raiment, to them that 
are in Kings houſes. There are ſome 
whom God himſelf covers with filk, 


and fine linnen, and broidered work. 


Ezekiel 16, 13. God doth no more 
will a levelling for clothes, than 


orders of perſons or eſtates. The 
# filk-worm is God's creature as well 
as the goat, ſheep, camel badger, 
Kc. and created for man's uſe. The 
&# virtuous woman my cover her ſelf 
Vith filk, and purple. Proverb. 31. 

20, 22, Theſe things may be upon 


our backs, ſo they be not in our 
hearts; and certainly the heart cf 
| | man 


— 
* 
\ 
* 


4 


* 


they pleaſe) buy our ſilk, know the 


duſt and aſhes, and that our ſilks re- 


 filken garments eat up our ability | 
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man is too noble a thing to receive ¶ ve 
what a poor worm hath vomited out 
from her intrails. Mind not high 


things ſaith the apoſtle; let others (if 


ſation which God hath willed us to 
take up in the world above them; | 
but let us ſtill remember we are but 


move us from our neighbours, but 
ſome few ſteps as to external order: 
They are the ſame fleſh and blood 
with us, and have ſouls of the ſame | 

ſpecies equally ordained to an eter- i 


nity, and equally capable of a bleſſed bi 
eternity. ſilk is lawful; but it muſt I OT 
be uſed lawfully. Whether Dorcas ul 
ever wore any or no, I cannot tell; th 
but whoever wears, it will be con- an 
cerned, that others may, like her N 
executrices, Acts 9. 39, be able to i Y 


ſhew the coats and garments which 


9 


they have made for the poor. If 


for charity, the ſilk- worm groans '# 
for it and is by it put in bondage to 
corruption and certainly ſome order 
is to be obſerved alſo. God had ne- 
ver 
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er provided us wool and hair as well 
it Nas flax, if he had not intended ſome 
difference in our habits according to 
f our ſtations. As it is an ugly fight 
o Wto ſee princes go on foot, and fer- 
ovants riding on horſe-back; ſo tis 
; no very comely ſpectacle to ſee the 
it W ſervant ride cheek by joul with hs 
. maſter. Let not coſtly garments de- 
it @ vour our good works; and God hath 


not forbidden them. It is noted of 


deny II. King of France, that he 
e could never be perſwaded to wear 
—ſilk-ſtockings, though then in uſe in 
dbis nation. Let us not nouriſh high 
+ opinions of our ſelves, let them be 
„ uſed to ſhew the difference which 
the providence of God hath made 
- Ramongſt men, as to the place he 
wills they ſhould take up in the 


Arm 


r i | 
o world, and they may be worn inno- 
n WW cently: But the weaver is not con- 


cerned here; he may weave it, let o- 
thers take heed how they uſe it. 
Set. 5. But whence is this filk 
am winding upon my loom? Let 
me ſtand ſtill a little and fee this great 
fight. "Tis the product of a noble 
creature 


7 
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 W_ than which, whether the an 
creation affords more ſtupendious, i W tic 
cannot ſay. In the ſpring it is a 
little grain, egg, or ſeed, hardly ex- 
ceeding the quantity of a {mall pin's IM 
head, it is enlivened by a ſtrange 
generation in its time, about the ſea- 
{on that the mulbery- tree beginneth | 
to ſhoot forth; it groweth up by 
degrees, being fed with the leaves 
of Mulberies, till having done its 
Work and ſpun out its bottom, it 
vomiteth it out of its mouth, and! 
ſoon after (having firſt caſt its ſeed) 
dies. Men wind off this ſilk thus 
made, and wave it inte a web, and] 
of this are made the moſt coſtly, and 
ornamental garments; who hath de- 
ſpiſed the day of ſmall things? How 
great is God in the little things of 
nature? Yea, in the leaſt greatelt? Me- 
thinks, this worm repreſents to us 
+ Chrittians, our Lord and Saviour: 
Ho little was he in the day where- 
in he was born? How did he no- 
thing himſelf? (To uſe the apoltle's i 
expreſſion) He made himſelf of no ruputas | 
tion, How was he enhvencd into | 
a 
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an human life by a ſtrange genera- 


tion? How little a while did he, 


when he had taken fleſh, dwell a- 


mongſt us? What was is meat and 
drink while he lived here, but to feed 
on the mulberry-tree of the divine 


law, firſt planted in Sinai? To do 
his father's will, which when he 


had done, he died, leaving us à righ- 
teouſneſs to cover our nakedneſs, a 


glorious robe with which we may 
appear in the houſe of tlie king of 
glory? But as man hath ſomething 
to do before the filk-worm's legacy 
will be uſeful for him; fo hath tue 


= Chriſtian that will be clothed with 


this filk and broidered garment; 


The filk-worm leaves the filk upon 


the cod, men may neglect or uſe it 


as they pleaſe; even Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs profiteth none without 
53 faith. Tis true we have no web to 
W make, no woot to add to this warp, 


(as Paprfts do in their linſey-woolfey 
righteoufneſs) but we muſt put it on, 


and we muſt walk therein. 

| Set. 6. Whence is this wool, which 

twiſted into yarn, Iam faſining into 
G my 


1 


this ſheep 


covering of the ſheep, that loſeth its 


coat to make man a covering? As 
earers Was Wy. 


before its 
dumb, ſo opened not my Lord his mouth. 
# Lord! What 1s vain man proud 


of? What hath he on his back but a 
coat that was upon a pitiful ſheep 3 | 
back, before it came upon has, or tae 


product of a ſilk-worm's excrements, 
or the clippings of a camel? Why are 


they ſo lifted up for their changeable 
Are 


futts of apparet and ornaments ? 
their clothing of filver and gold? It 
is yet but a covering of thick clay. 


The ſheep, when it had it on, was 


meek and lowly; how comes man 


to be 


fleece ot wool, and a piece of gay 
ſtuff, or fine cloth, but the art of 


ſome poor men? 2. This ſheep before 
the /hearers epeneth net its mouth; it 
knew not but it was going to the 
Ha ables, in underſtood not that it 
was going to be ſhorn for the uſe of 


men, yet it opened not its mouth. Upon 


10 
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my loom or ſhuttle? Was it not the 


proud and haughty? What : 
hath made the difference between a i 


this account Chriſt was alſo compared | 


£5 
IT. 
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to be-offered as a ſacrifice for us, to 
lay down his life for us, that we 
2 be have a righteoufneſs through 
him; Yet he (faith the prophet, and 
twice repeats it) opened not his mouth. 
| What patience ſhould it learn us in 
the time of God's ſheep-ſhearing: 
Tis true, our wool will make no 
garments for naked ſouls, but it will 


be encouraging to fearful and faint- 


heartgd Chriſtians. The {heep is 
Gat that it may bear wool againſt 
the next and further years. Oh! 


Let us remember that we allo are 


purged that we may bring forth 
more fruit. 


Sect. 7. But whence hath this wool 


cis ſtrength? Nothing more feeble 


thanaſingle hair of wool inthetlecce. 


Every child can pull a lock of wool in 
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pieces, how comes it to be ſo ſtrong 
in yarn, and much ſtronger when it 
is woven into cloth or ſtuff? It is no- 
thing but the twiſting of the hairs 
or threeds together. O! How good a 
thing it is for brethren to dwell tovether 
in unity? Pſalm 134. 7. The dying 
father s children could eajiily breat 

G 2 the 
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the arrows given them fingly, but 
the ſheaf they could not break, / 
though there were nothing in the * 
ſhcaf but the ſingle arrows. Vis unita 
ortior. The weaver's yarn and his il 
web, both learn him the great leſſon 
of brotherly love, and cannot but a- 
flord him this meditation, how | 
ſtrong were Chriſtians, were they but 
all united 1n love. They are all con- 
tending for truth in their ſeveral 
different forms, and little paths of 
religion; but why ſhould they not, | 
as the apoſtle would have them, 
Spe ak. the truth, aud contend for the tr «th, 
and yet in love: ? The church of God 
will never be perfectly terrible hike an 
army with banners,” till love be the col- 
lours. The croſs hath been 1n her 


enſigns a long time, but it hath been 
| in a bloody field. 


Sect. 8. „ many different acts Hor 
have been done to this yarn, before o. 
it comes to the ſtate wherein it is, MW 
yet more muſt be done before it will Wt 
be a covering for men and women: ¶ fu 
It muſt be faſtned to a loom and to a I 1 
Muttle, the warp and woof mult be . m 


united 
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XL 
9 . 


united by the weaver's induſtry, it 


muſt then be dyed, preſt, ſealed, : 
Ip fore it is fit for a market; what 
a work here is! How many hands 
are buſied to repair but one influence 


of the fall of Adam, to cover that bo- 
dily nakedneſs which that unhappy 
day diſcovered? But how much 


more muſt be done to provide that 
in the great day of the Lord, the Son 
of Adam may not walk naked! Man 
is but the weaver in the caſe. Chrift 
indeed hath provided him materials, 
the wool is from him who was as 


the dumb ſheep before the ſhearers; 


yea, he was as the weaver too. All 
was finiſhed in point of ſatis faction 
when he gave his laſt groan upon 
the croſs; and as to that man hath 
nothing to do but to put it on; but 


yet even that garment muſt be put 
on, nor is it ever truly put on, with- 
out another alſo of divers colours. 
We mult alſo be clothed with humili- 


WB ty, put on charity, meekneſs, long- 
W ſuffering, forgiving and forbearing 


one another. Chriſt indeed hath 
Merited for his elect the habits of 
grace, 
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grace, which adorn the ſaints, but 
the acts and exerciſe of them are ours 
in his ſtrength. * 
Sect. 9. I cannot, in the variety off 
the weaver's materials, but read 
how good a God we have, who doth 
not only conſult and provide for 
our neceſſities, but our caſe, and 
the accommodation of our infirmi- | 
ties.” If the large heart of our God 
could have ſatisfied it ſelf in ſhew- 
ing love to his creatures, by giving 
them neceſſaries, it had been enough | 
for him to have fitted the world with 
ſheep, and have aflorded us a little 
coarle wool that would have covered 
our nakedneſs, and ſecured us trom 
the violence of weather, and is molt 
proper for 1t; but this would have 
been harſh to our tender ſkins: He 
therefore affords us hemp and flax, 
which better ſuit them for inward} 
garments. Wool would have kept 
us warm, but in ſummer too warm: 
He hath therefore provided us ſilk, 
fine linnen, C'c. And for thoſe} 
whoſe purſes will not reach {ſo far, 
he hath provided us finer wools, 
taught 


* 
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taught the ſpinſter to draw it into 
: finer threeds, and the weaver to bring 
fiit into afiner web: Nay, he hath not 
only provided us for neceſſity and 
delight. but for ornament alſo: With 
1 WM what a liberal hand doth his bounty 
give to us? Shall we now be narrow- 
d hearted towards him? hall we en- 

© quire only for the leaſt degree of 
grace, (abating only for hours of 
| temptations) for a leaſt of good works 
which may evidence grace! Look 
3 & and fee if God thus deals with us; 
1 we have food and raiment for our 
je delight as well as for neceſſity. Nay, 
let us ſtrive that all active grace may 
MW abound in us, that we be rich in 
good works, as all kind of grace 
from God doth abound to us. If 
je chere be a work of ſupererogation to 
be done, furely we ſtand obliged to 
do it: Let us never aſk, whether we 
have not done enough for God; but 
ſtill, whether there be no more to 
be done for him? Doth not God 
think it enough to clothe our nak- 
edneſs, but he will delight us with 
eur clothes, he will adorn us in 
clothing ? 
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clothing? Let not us think it enough 
to profeſs, but let us make it our 45 
buſineſs to adorn our profeſſion, and WM ;,, 
the doctrine of Chriſt. Let us not Fi 
only pleaſe God, but labour to come - 
up to that of the ſpouſe; of which 
Chriſt ſaith, © Thou haſt raviſhed my a 
heart, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, thou MW 
© haſt raviſhed my heart with one f 
the chains about thy neck. 


The .P DO E'ML 


How naked lies man in his tent, 

When all theſe creatures muſt be ſpent 
Tocover him! Tha ſheep be ſhorn, 

And cotton from the plant be torn ; 

The hemp, and flax be frown, an! ſpring, 
And die, and rot; The filk worm brings 
Her contribution too, and all 

Teo ſhort to cover Adam's fall. 

The Lamb sf God muft alſo die: 

His fleece our covering muff be. 

How doth the whole creation pay 

Their ha mage to us every day 

On! Do ue pay our homage thus, 

To him that made both them and us? 

Shall ſheep, and worms, and piants be free 
To ſer ve their end, and ſhall not we ? 
While thus they are in bondage to (Rom. 8. 21.) 
Our frailty, let them not be fs 

Unto our tufts ; let them alone 

Serving our lawful uſes groan, 

Mean while, how bounteous 15 he, Who 
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of 


; Fe tht if Fools emule "a 


h bo hig neceſſity, 
And frailty tos! Who thus 4th phaſe 


Y Us both for needs, and alſo eaſe ! 

2 b For ornament and henour,. all 

Ot } 55 gut what the ſcripture ſin doth call ! 
W L274 let nie never narrowed. be 

In beart, for ſuch a God as thee, 


ES sega eGg 


The Weaver either buzeth his Silk raw, 


Seck. © | H E weaver is like o 


eateth not the bread of idleneſt, Prov. 31.0 
27. His hands are not idle: And 
therefore his houſe in Ay. 
will not drop through, Eccl. 18. 
In the fveat 4 thy face thou uh 5 x 
thy bread; perhaps we miſ-call it when i 
we call it, The fof curſe, The earth 


CHAP. III. 


his Wool, his Cotton, Hair, Hemp, 
Flax; or buyeth his Yarn, or Tlireed 
made of all or any of theſe; Some of - 
which he ſcoureth, he mixeth his Col. = 
ours, forteth his Yarns, _ be r | 
it on to his Beam. 


The MED ATS 


virtuous woman, who 
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. indeed was curſed for man's fake, 
e. 3. But whether man in his 
BY lapſcd = was curſed or bleſſed, WM 

by baving a law of labour laid upon 

bim. I muchqueſtion; had it been a 

moſt certain curſe; for the lapſed MW. 

ſoul of man being alienated from 

= God, had it not been ſet to work, 
would doubtleſs have worſe imploy- 
ed it ſelf. If I would ſet a man into 

the road to hell, I would (as many 

(ah woful!) parents) breed him up 

'to have nothing to do. Our weavers 

ſoul hath no leaſure to reſt, he is al- 

Ways buying, or ſcouring, or ſort- 

ing, or mixing, or preparing his 

loom, or working in it. Poſſibly 
men may deſpiſe it as a low employ- 
ment, but certainly better thandrink- 

ing, and gaming, and working mi- 

-quity with greedineſs: He 1s not at 

leaſure to be among the ſimple ones, 
nor doth his employment direct him | 
do the youth that are without underſtand- 
zz; and if Solomon's virtuous woman 
Vas not degraded, but detcribed by 
ber laying her hand to the ſpindle, 
= and holdin 8 che diſtaff, Prov. 31. 
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19. I underſtand not what blot de 


FF dles, make in the weavers ſcutche- 
on. | 
Se. 2. Let us go out with the 
weaver to his market, we ſind him 
„chere buying his materials, Wool, 
vyarn, ſilk, c. according to his par- 
ticular occupation. Buy he muſt, 


* make an Hair of his own head white or 
DW Zack, can much leſs make a hair either 


| Camels back, It were certainly more 


eaſie to make a quality than a ſub- 
ly ſtance. Creation is all God's work, 


£ wool, the goats and camels ſkins to 
end forth hairs; Man cannot make 
one hair, not one {mall threed of 
| filk. What a pitiful thing vain proud 
man is in power, that cannot give a 


Hath he, think we, a power to make 
all things become new, that cannot 
make one new ? Can he make the 
new creature by his own power, that 
18 not able to create the moſt minute 


* 


veam, and the ſhuttle, and the tred- 


he can make the ſheep to bring forth 


being to the leaſt thing in nature! 


raw, or wrought; for he that cannot 


I 51 bh” orb head, or on the ſheep pr © 
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H creature? 


10 . lock of wool? Surely as to a ſtate of 
= rightcouſneſs, or any habits of grace, 
be mult alſo, before he can work 


bimſelf rung the market-bell ; 7/a:ah 


11 j thou may ęſt be clothed, and all this with- | 
cout money and price. 


ll God that bringeth falvation! Without 


: ure can he make himſelf, a to 
of righteouſneſs, wherein to tand before 
God, that cannot give a being to a i 
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any thing which will be acceptable 
in God's fight, go to him who hath 


—_ 


55. 2.Come buy, and eat---without money 
and without price. Rev. 3. 18. J counſel 
thee to buy of me--=>white raiment, that 


Sect. 3. How cheap is the grace of 


zoncy and without price, (ſo runs the 
ee it is the gift of the HOLY 
— GHOST: And the apoſtle hath taught 
us, that nothing of that nature can 
-- By bought with Sinn- Magus his 
money. It were ill called a git, if it 
muſt be purchaſed; I cannot buy a 
Hack of wool, nor a bail of ſilk, nor a 
little hemp, or flax, or hair, without 
money but I may buy Chriſt, his grace, 
his glory without money, and without 
= A is no going to the market 
Without 


reed 4+ 


> 2.2 


4+ 


W with any thing, unleſs what is bet- 


will exchange his grace for my luſts, 


| the dear price of my ware ſhould : 
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without money, but I may goto Chriſt, 
I may have heaven without parting 


x a9, — 
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ter parted with than kept. I find by 
experience, that my materials for my 
trade are bought too dear; I work :. 
them out and loſe by it, I labour for 
nothing, and ſpend my money, and 
my ſtrength in vain: But did ever 
any ſay he had ſerved Godin warn, and 
evaited upon him for nothing? Chriſt 
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his glory for my vile affections: Surely 


LT 
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enhance the ſtudy of heaven, and 
heavenly things in my ſoul. It wares 
in the market be dear, it is my com- 
fort, I can have heaven better 
Sect. 4. But what need ſo many [ 
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words to a bargain? In ſo much 
chaffering is there no ſinning? Solomon 
thought otherwiſe, Prov. 10. 19. lu 
a multitude of words there wanteth not 
jm; but he that refraineth is wiſe. *Tis © if 
true poſhbly here are no God-damn- 
mees, (we are amongſt tradeſmen} i 
no ſwearing, no curling, but 2 1 

| nod 


# 


* 5 * 1 - Q 1 » oY * 
= * « = "Is «#4 © 
OLE * v7 
"_— N n * f 
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food of words is not without a mix- 1 
ture of dirt: Is there no lying, no 
__ ic words, of which we mult give an By 
account alſo? What need the buyer 
„ e | Ze; 
- fay, [tis nought, it is nought, and when 5 


he is gone away he boaiteth? Prov. W fir 
20. 14. Two words we ſay muſt go 
to a bargin, but what need more? 
Ibis ic my price, beneath which I will WF he 
not ſell: This I will give and no more, 
were certainly words enough to diſ- th 
_ the greateſt contract; nothing | 
but corruption hath brought in more. ¶ th 
Cannot you afford it cheaper? Indeed 11H 
cannot, I will have ſo much if T ſell it, I in 


ee. are words ſo like thoſe of 5 
aAuanias and Sapphira, Acts 5. that I in 


cannot but tremble for that tradeſ- ¶ bi 
man that thinks himſelf neceſſitat- 
ed to uſe them, and preſently at liber- 
ty to recede from them. When the WW be 
Wares are in their hand, are they not ¶ th 
their own? May they not fell and ¶ 11 
keep them as they pleaſe ? Are they WW lic 
- obliged to tell their cuſtomer what I he 
they coſt them? What need is there ¶ re 
of a lie then, but tamake good that of I / 
Solomon, that the getting of riches ya. 
W-—_--- CO IN $1149 


thoſe that ſeek death? Prov. 21. 6. 

= S:2.5;. Ah! What need we have 
to pray for pardon of our ſins of inadver- 
tency, and alſo to advert better upon our 


ſin of them who ſpend their precious 


„who thinks hunſelt a ſinner whale 
he is buſie with his yarnman, or o- 
mer chapman? Yet who liveth, and 
- W thus finneth not? Who aſks himſelf 
Sf at night, have I ſaved or gained no- 
7 thing this day by a lying tongue? 
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ing tongue, is a vanity toſſed to and fro by 


ways? We can eaſily underſtand the 


— . 
- — 


* 8 0 
N 8 W ; 
——— — — : agns- — — 
n * — — — : 


time at taverns and ale-houſes ; but 


Have I ſpoke no evil words in mak- 


— — baaktes 


N 
* 
— 2 


5 ing my bargains? A man may trade, 
of as well as drink himſelf to hell: Ly? | 
[ ing will bring one into the lake that 
1- W burns with fire and brimſtone, as well 
as ſwearing and curſing. Damn- 
r WW mees challenge God a little more 
1c WF boldly, and will one day underſtand 
* they have not challenged an idol, 


but a juſt and living God: But the 
Jer merits ſufficiently ill at God's 
hand; and, if others have the prefe- 
vence to the devil's right hand, theſe 
vill not mils the curſe to be e = 

; | ced 
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ted to thoſe who ſhall be found at 
God's left hand. What need hath 


| the tradeſman to ſay, wil! lool to 
My Ways, that 1 offend 25 0175 my tongue? by: 


Pſalms 39. 1. The tongue of man 

hath in it a world of iniquity; it is an 

| 5 evil full of deadly priſon. Jam. 3. 
6, 8. 

* $:8. 6. Our thadelinien at laſt (after 


His bargain, he brings it home; 


£ bk is greaſy ; and muſt be ſcoured, 
His wool dirty, and mixed, and muſt 
be kerabed; the threeds are too mall, 


and muſt be twiſted. The colour it | 


may be pleaſeth nor, and it muſt be 

| dyed, Alber in the wool, yarn, or 

piece. It may be his yarn is of 

* feveral ſorts, and it mull be ſorted, 
or his piece to be ſeveral colours 

they mult accordingly be mixed aid 


What an exerciſe of his head and 
hands! And all to gets, 10, or 20 ſhilk 
ings, poſlibly to get nothing; yet he 
> doth it patiently, he fcours, he 
* wrings it out, he trudgeth with the 
e 


= great many words) hath bough 
t 


it is not yet ready for his loom. His 


. diſpoſed. What a work is here!! 
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the dver, to the twiſter; he labour- 
eth in the night and day, yet the 
Poor racket he hath in his eye ex- 
& ceeds not ordinarily What I have 
| mentioned, Quantum eff in rebus mane ! 
have read {ome where of a noble 
perſon, who coming to an untimely 
death, ſaid, © If I had ferved my God 
Vith that faithfulneſs with which 
I have ſerved my prince, I had not 
it © come to this end.“ May not many 
ig a poor weaver ſay when he comes 
g. to die, if I had ſerved God, if 1 had 
7 | , | | | . 
{| | 1ook'd after the concern of my im- 
mortal ſoul with half that diligence 
U, | 2 
attended my trade, I had not been 
de! now uncertain what {hall become of 
„it, I had not laboured for the wind 
of as 1 have done in my trade many a 


d, JeaT. FL. © - 

« ect. . Whales the kember of woo! 
dis kembing, and weaver is ſcouring 
off his yarn, methinks, he ſhould reflect 
upon his own belt and moſt perfect 
actions. We are ſometimes in ſcrip- 
he ture compared to ſheep; our fleeces 
he are our good works, our yarn is the 
to 8 Feed of our actions, ſome of which 


I .,, an 
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are all naught; but the beſt muſt be 
ſcoured. We had need to waſh them 
with the tears of true repentance and 
godly ſorrow, there is a greaſe in the 
beit of all our duties, a filthineſs in 
our cleaneſt ſervices ; We are all as an 
unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſs | 
but a filthy rag. Iſa. 64. 6. As there 
are ſome ſheep whoſe wool is ſo toulf 

and coarſe, that it is good for little, 

and ſome ſpinſters who work ſo ill 
and foully, that their yarn is good, e. 
for nothing; ſo there are thouſands, 1 
and ten thouſands in the world, f 
whoſe actions are wholly naught, vx 
but none ſo good, that they are per- 9 
fectly good, Bonum ex cauſis integris tl 
Hence our Saviour directs us whenwe v 
have done all we can, to ſay we are o 
unprofitable ſervants. The weaver b 
often ſcoureth the yarn he buys, but h 

he is as careful to ſcour the yarn B 
which he himſelf maketh? 'Tis not c- 
indeed what muſt clothe him in the «a; 

day of judgment; That I may be T 
"Found in Hint (faith the Apoſtle) no! 
having my own' righteouſneſs: But of ö 
this muſt garment be made, with- a 
Sa | out 


8 
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de out which in that day he 20 


11 WR ated, and men will ſee his ſhame. AN! 
AZ How uſeful might ſome thoughts of 
eB this. nature be to our weaver at his 
in ſcouring work? I am here ſcouring 
the yarn I buy, but have I ſcoured the 
MF the yarn I have made, have l been 
re humbled for that corruption which || 
ul hath clave to all my actions, this 
e, work or this day. | 1 
uy Sect. 8. While I fee the weaver 
dd carrychis yarns to the dyer, methinks, if 
, I cannot but again reflect upon the 
da, fineſt threeds of human actions, 
„ which muſt be dyed too in the blood NY 
-/ Chrift, before God will look upon 
76. them. Some of our weavers pieces 
ve vill be acceptable in the native colour 
re of the wool, but it is not ſo with the 
er beſt of our duties and actions. God 7 
ut hath faid to us, Bring your brother 
rng Benjamin, or /ee my face no more; we WW 
ot can only offer up fprritual ſacrifices | 
he acceptable in the beloved. 1 Pet. 2. 5. 
be Though our ſacrifices be ſpiritual, 
not et they are not acceptable in the be- 
Ol foved. We have not only need of an 
h- advocate with the Father if we fin, 

ut L 2 but 


* 
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z 
*o 


but alſo if we pray, the reaſon is, IM 1/. 
becauſe we cannot pray without M go 
inning, There is but one dye for p- 
all our rags, all our web muſt be 0. 
| dipt in the blood of the Lamb. Rev, :? 
7. 14. They have walhed their robes, I. 
and made them white in the blood of the NV 
Lamb; and if you obſerve it, they he. 
W were thoſe that had come out of great ry 
E tribulation. One would have thought ¶ to 
that if any actions that we had done, do 
could merit, or might appear as they tw 
come from us before the juſt God, go 
| what we do in teſtimony for the | be 
truth and name of Chriſt might; but is 
if you obſerve, theſe were they m 
whom St. 7% n ſaw, having waſhed nec 
bein robes, and made them white in Man 
| the blood of the Lamb. Nothing paſſeth ole 
for a garment in heaven, but who | ma 
hath Chriſt's ſeal, nothing tor coin, mi 
but what hath his ſtamp. ve 
Sed. 9. But I obſerve the weaver Ii ct! 
carrying his filk, and his yarns to in 
the twiſters, they bring ſeveral pe 
threeds into one. Methinks, I can- He 
not but reflect, what twiſting there lo. 
mult be too in the Chriſtians trade, Ne 
mh 
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, There muſt be a twiſting in every 
t good and ſpiritual action; 1. A true 
r | Fpcincipal. 2. A right manner of per- 
2 formance. 3, A true end mutt be 
: twiſted together, or the action is 
ii /plendidun: peccatum, as Auſiiiſtins 
eas wont to call the oral actions of 
y hcathens. The end mult be the glo- 
try of Cod, the principle muſt be love 
t to Cod, for the manner it muſt bg b 
„done in faith. Where theſe three are 
y I twilted together, the action is truly 
| good and ſpiritual. 24y, There muſt 
ebe atwiſting of good actions too. lt 
t is not enough to begin well, but we 
g muſt go on well, and end well; Con- 
neclere ultima primis, make our firſt 
1 and laſt things agree, twiſt an holy 
hold age with an holy youth. Ja 
o I man forjaketh his righteonſneſs, and com- 
„ mitteth iniquity, 18 righteouſneſs ſhall ne- 
ver be remenibred. If any foul draw- 
t eth back, God will have no pleaſure Wl 
o in him, he draweth back at his own KY 
1 I peril, and to his own deſtruction. 
- Þ He that hath twiſted God's glory, 
e love to God, and faith in Cod as to 
„every action, and thus twiſted the 
actions 


E and 
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actions of his life from the time he 
begins to ſet out for God, will make 
himſelf a ſtrong cord (like Solomon's BY 
triple cord) of hope, which will not 
be eaſily broken. Laſtly, What is © 
twiſting, but an uniting of ſeveral d 
threeds into one, and 1s. done for 
ftrength? We being many (ſaith the o 
© apoſtle) arc ove bread and one body. One Ml be 
body; there's a twiſting of ſouls, ©< 
and all yarns will twiſt, or may twilt 
at leaſt. There are indeed ſome he- 0¹ 
terogenous things of another kind De 
Vill never twiſt with them. We are E 
all but as the Lord's yarn made of 2 
his fleece, who was led aus a ſheep to the fu 
laughter, died in his blood. He in-M ©! 
tends us all for one body; Why L. 
ſhould not we alſo twiſt toget her both Ke 
in truth and love, thinking the fame 2? 
things. ſpeaking the ſame things! pl 
However being kmdly affeftioned one to de 
another in love. Alas! That we muſt have ac 
a mill to force us together, that the © 
violence of a perſecution muſt do 
that which the love of Chriſt in us 
cannot do. We are ſilly ſheep that © 


will not run together till the ſhep-ſſ 
7 herds 5 
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herd's dog be after us. Surely there 


is more in a joint union with Chriſt 

to unite us, (would our ſilly paſſions 

let us ſee it) than there can be in 
twenty little particular ſentiments to 
divide us. 


Sect. 10. The weaver muſt alſo 
ſort his yarns, and if his ſtuff be to 
be of divers colours, he muſt ſort his 


colours before he be fit to work. All 


yarn will not make the ſame kind 


of ſtuff, all will not make the warp, 


nor the woof, of the ſame ſtuff. 
Every threed of yarn is yarn, but yet 
not of the ſame ſort, nor degree of 
fineneſs. Every chriſtian action hath 


or ſhould have a tendency towards 
| righteouſneſs, it ſhould be levelled "JN 


at God's glory, and have the other 


ingredients toeveryaction which ſhall 


pleaſe God; but yet there 1s a great 


deal of difference in a Chriſtian's 


actions. His actions are either na- 
tural, ſuch as eating and drinking, Oc. 
Ormoral, ſuch as are his buying, his 


ſelling, his working in his trade: 


or religious, ſuch are his reading the 
word, hearing, praying, O'c. By, the 
| two 


two firſt God is glorified, when we 
regulate them according to his will; 
and it is our duty to propoſe God's 
glory, as well, as the ſerving of our Ml 
own natures in' the doing of them, 
which ſhould be a law upon us to re- 
gulate our meaſures by the divine 
andard. But our religious actions N co 
are our fine threeds. From the other Wn: 
God hath a ſecondary glory, from Had 
theſe he hath a primary glory; they e 
firſt terminate in God, as they are an Sa. 
= homage to him. Theſe mult be ſort - Mud 
ed by every judicious Chriſtian. Tis Wm 
KF true, there muſt be an eye of religion MW di! 
W (as we call it) in all our actions, M'TH 
| ſhort praying, ejaculations, become ¶ is: 
| a Chriſtian in all his moral and civil H his 
actions, but our ſolemn religious an- 
| duties muſt not be woven with our) be: 
natural and moral actions. He Po! 
| makes mad prayers, that never thinks gi 
of them but in drinking healths, and WW an, 
| 
| 
| 
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he ſerves God wofully flightly, that ris 
never reads a chapter, or hears one du 
read, but when his hand is employ- me 
ed in ſome worldly buſineſs, which rul 
probably hath more of his heart mi 
| attending 
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attending that, than his ear hath, 
which heareth the word of God. 
There is a time for all things, (faith 
Solomon) but he who can find it no 
1, Wotherwiſe than thus, indeed finds a a 
time for nothing. 
le Sect. 11. The weaver mixeth his 
colours too (when he hath a piece to 
er W make of ſeveral colours) to the beſt 
mn WF advantage for beauty. Party-colour= 
ed garments were an old faſhion. 2 
un Sam. 13. 18. Gen. 37. 3. Now where if 
t-W ſuch a web is to be made, the colours 
15{W mult be rightly ordered, mixed, and 
ni diſpoſed one in relation to another. 
18, The Chriſtian's active righteouſneſs ! 
ne Wis alſo a garment of divers colours, 
vil his duty made up of various duties; 
us Wand he never makes his web true or 
ur beautiful, if he doth not rightly diſ- 
poſe his duties of ſeveral colours, 
giving to God the things that are God's, 
nd Wl and to Cæſar the things that are Cæſars; 
tl rightly ordering himſelf in his or her 
ne duty to huſband, wife, ſervants, *8 
)y-W maltcr, parents, children, political 
ich rulers; or to God, if he doth not 
an mix his prayers with praiſes, his 
reading 


* 


1 


of the ſeveral colours, ſo as there is 


and his woot ; his warp 1s the taund- 


Men ſkilled in the affairs of the world 


bhomogencal they both * of the 
be, the ſtronger the web ſame Kind, 


ilk and yarn mixed, are not ſoftrong 
as thoſe wholly of either. Be that 
as it will, a Chriſtian muſt have his 
W_ warp and his. woof too. His warp 


| * knowledge. That the ſoul be without 
= knowledge is not good, faith Solomon, 
Prov. 19. 2. ow can they believe i 
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reading with hearing the word 
preached, and all with receiving the 
Lord's ſupper. That's the true Chriſt- 
jan that rightly diſpoſeth his duties 


a due proportion of all, and a come- 
ly mixture of them all. 
Sect. 12. The weaver hath his warp 


22 2 Ns hos 


dation, the woof is ſuperinduced by 
the ſhuttle. Now to make his piece 
well, tis neceſſary the warp be firſt 
laid, and be ſound and good, and the 
-woof mult bear a proportion to it too, 


will tell us, that the more 
is. They ſay webs of 


mu be a knowledge of the truths 
of God; His woot action upon that 


j r. 


him 
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him of whom they have not heard. Rom. 


10. Aſſoon can a weaver make a 
piece of ſtuff without a warp, as 2 


Chriſtian live an holy life, without 


a ſkill in the principles of faith; yea, 


and it muſt be a ſound knowlege too: 
He muſt be ſkilled in the form of 
ſound words, elſe he buildeth with. % 
out a foundation, or upon one that 
is falſe. I know God in the methods 


of bis converting providence, begins 
two ways, working ſometimes from 


1 
— 


r tO 


>» 25 

V fa „ 

\ — * 
— — w» 
2 


egy Lay — 


I ——— LES 


* — — 


the heart to the head, firſt affecting 
the ſoul, which being inflamed with 
a love to God, by and by looks to 
know the ways of God more perfect 


ly: Sometimes God works from the 


head to the heart, reflecting pieces 
of our knowledge upon our con- 
ſciences; but both ways what I ſay 18 


true. A courſe and ſeries of good and 


ſpiritual actions muſt be directed by: 
a knowing head, and an head re 
pleniſhed with a ſound knowledge in 
+ ſpiritual propoſitions. I know that 
hay and ſtubble may be heaped upon 


a good foundation; and where it is | 
th told us the work 
K 2 wi 


ſo the apoſtle ha 
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will ſuffer loſs, and the workman, if 
be be ſaved, will be ſaved as 
& through fire; but it will be hard to 
make a good building where the 
foundation is but hay and ſtubble, 
Nor will our ſpiritual web be ſtrong 
if there be not a proportion betwixt 
the warp of knowledge and woof of 
action; where knowledge is not 
fanctified and experimental, the 

action will bear a proportion to it, 
and not be truly ſpiritual But where 
the ſoul is filled with knowledge, 

and that of a ſpiritual ſanctified 
nature, being turned into faith, and 
che action is truly ſpiritual in its 
principal end, as to the manner of 
the performance, there is the true 
piece of righteouſneſs, there the warp 
and woof are both of the ſame kind: 


| 1 . . | 
That work, and that alone will be . 
accepted, and receive the crown- Mt #; 
fſeal of well done good and faithful 2 


1 ſervant, 


* 2 * 


R 
G. 

1 

POEM fl : 

| if 


De Art of Weaving fpiritualized. 7 
if 

a5 
to 


The POEM. 


Beß trade! which gives leaſt time to ſin, 
10 Which fouls cu leaf be idle in, 

Ce, WR (-ttols, with which we nothing db, 
g Sgon ruſt ; jo fouls when idle too. ) 

xt The weaver hath his market, where 
He buys. and often pays tos dear : 

df For a good pennrworth he pays 

Ot Hi /oul; in needleſs yeas and nays, 
le With which his heart doth nat agree. 

. He thinks he puts a fallacy 

it, Upon his chapman, and dith cheas 

'C 8 Hin/elf, whiles for a little meat 

e, Which periſheth, integrity 

d I changed for hypocriſie. | 

| | Vain man hath parted with his hope, 
d # His ſoul's ſheet- anchor for a rope, 

ts And that of ſand ; for hope doth breaks, 
f When truth in heart man doth not ſpeak 


_ 
Unto his neighbour, er dath ill: (Pal, 1 $.) 


* Ms doth ſuch things, and hopeth ſtill, 
P To the holy hill to come, builds on 
]. No promiſe*s founaation. 

What need ſo many words, when few 
eV. confeſs beſt, becauſe moſt true ? 
=; What if my chapman will do ſo, 

1 Muſt I ſerve his corruption too? 

Who grudgeth ſcolds the final word? 

Religious fouls cannot afford | 

Giving another quid pro quo, 

When doing it will ſouls undoe. 

1 But do I think the market dear? 
X Grace-market is got fo , for there 
J, without price, buy better ware: 
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Yet ( like ill huſbands ) will not 1 2 
My time and firength for that, to buy, 
At a cheap rate, eternity. 
Let me dear markets ( Lord ) improve, 
To raiſe the price of thy great love 
Within my heart, to haſt apace 
| To the better market of thy grace ; 
= #hich clotheth naked ſouls for nought, 
But what to nakedneſs them brought. 


Hel me my bs to ſcour with brine 


Th 


Of penitential; tears not mine, 

But of thy gift too. Let thy blood 

Then dye . ( bleſſed 72 ! ) theſe 
Foul tears will not cleanſe them of greaſe, 
Let true end, principles be twin'd 

"With aright manner, holy mind: 

Let my firſt and laſt actions be 

Twiſted in like ſincerity. 

= Thus let me live, and till walk on 

— Twined in ſaints communion ; If 
So ting my actions, ſo that all 

, in their proper order fall ; tl 

Ordering their colcurs. ſo as [ 

A Chriſtian life may beautify. 4 
Lerd] give me a right warp. Teach me b 
bat thy truths, what thy ſtatutes be, 77 
= Lord! Let me never build upon b 
| | What is not thy foundation : 

And help me too as to my woef, n 

Or 1 ſhall never make good ſtuff. a 
Thus when my piece comes off my hom, h 

( 
1 


I praiſing thee ſhall bring it home 
My God ſhall have it all, and he 
1 For ever ſhall my maſter be. 


AP 
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The Yarn being thus prepared, the Weaver 
faſtneth the Warp unto his Beam, and 
divideth it; his filling Boys prepare 
the Yarn for the Woof, winding it on 
Ouils or Pieces of Reed, which he . 
terwards puts into his Shuttle, in orden 


to his Work, 


The MEDITATIONS. © 


actions, the warp of which we have 
before found to be the doctrine 9 


truth. This too muſt be faſtned a- 


bout the beam of the loom. Tis 


not enough to have truth in our Bible 
and books, and a notion of it in our 
heads, it muſt be faſtned to our ſouls, 
(which is always done by faith) we 
mult be rooted, and grounded in 
n faith, 1 
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FREIE LY 


(3 


Sec. 1. Chriſtian's web is his J 
A holy life, made up of 
the many threeds of righteous = 


= "Bo. The 2 "of Weaving ſpirmualized.” 


. faith. as well as in love. Propoſitions 
of truth are many times but proba- 


1 
| 
i 
8 
\ 


BE 


f 
| 
| 
| 


ted into its fellowſhip. A man may 
© know that propoſition of truth fro:n 


ſteady, fixed agreeing to it 15 ano- 
ther: So that a Chriſtian will ſtrive 
earneſtly, and contend for it as ano- 
ther thing. The faith many Chriſt- 


[ 
J 
1 
'F 
[ 


tioners to the ſoul, and never admit- 


hich yet he withholds his aſſent: 
is men may detain the truth in unrigh- 
. not living up to their princi- 

les, ſo they miy retain the truth 
in unbelief, not fixedly and ſteadily 
agreeing to thoſe notions of truth Imi; 
5 they! have heard and learned. Know- Whax 
ing is one thing, agreeing to the 
truth of what we know 1s another; 
yea, agreement is one thing, and a 


ians is deſcribed by an 
wel. heathen, (Tully I mean) F 
Nejcio quomodo dum lego a- 

Hentior, cum poſitio librum et mecum ipſe de 
immortalitate animorum ſæpe cogitare, a- 
Henſio ommus alla elabitur. When they 
read the holy ſcripture, when they 
hear the meſſengers of God interpret- 
in g them, comparing ſcripture with 

| ſcrip- 
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ſcripture, and from ſtrength of rea- 
Hon confirming propoſitions in them, 
they cannot but agree the things to 
tbe truth; but aſſoon as the books is 
out of their hand, and the ſound of 
he preacher's word is out of their 
ars, they begin to doubt whether F 
any thing be truth which they have 
ead or heard: And indeed no better 
is the aſſent of any, who, by the 
mighty working of the ſpirit of God, 
have not faith wrought in them; | 
hence it is that their faith is neither JN 
fruitful by love and good works, nor 
Iſteady in itſelf. There is no need at 
fall, that(to ſecure holineſs of life) men 
ſhould bring it into the deſcription 
ſof faith; and ſo make an innovation ⁊³ 
in divinity, which always, according i 


n {Wto the ſcripture, diſtinguiſheth faith 
1) Wand love; for holineſs (which is love 
Jin the fruit) is a neceſſary conſequent 


le Nof true faith, either reſpecting the 
- Wpropoſition of the word, or the. per- 
Ye the Mediator. Can he be thought 
indeed to believe that ar/enick is 
- Ppoiſon, who yet freely takes it into 
h his belly? Or can any be judged to 
| L | truſt 
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7 truſt in a friend for a kindneſs, why 
hath promrſed it, but upon the con- 
dition of ſome performance Which 
he refuſeth to do? It 1s I ſay from 
this, that the propoſitions of truth 
are not faſtned in the foul, that men 
walk not according to the light of 
them, Eph. 4. 14. And that they an 
toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
Fo every wind of doctrine, by the flight. 
c men and cunning craftmeſs, wherehy 
they lie in wait t6 deceive. Every breath 
of wind would diſturb the weaver, 
and every idle hand would trouble 
him if his warp were not faſtned to 
his loom. Every wind of doctrine 
and every ignorant idle ſeducer di- in 
turbeth that ſoul's profeſſion of truth ne 
Vbo hath not the propoſitions there- gr 
of by faith faſtned unto his ſoul. 65 
nt Se. 2. The weaver divideth his as 
= warp, that it may ſerve ſeveral in- cl 
tendments. The deliberate Chriſtian bc 
divideth the propoſitions of truth of la 
Which his ſoul is poſſeſſed. Some 
refer to ſpeculation; ſome more 7: 
immediately to practice; ſome in- Je 
form him what God is, what Chri Wi <4 
| 15, ͤ 
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is, what he hath done and ſuffered, | 
what the holy Spirit is, what heaven 
and hell are, c. Others more im- 
mediately refer to practice, informing 
the ſoul, what it ought to be both to- 
wards God and to wards men; 
theſe precepts concern him as a ma- 
giſtrate; this concerneth him as a. 
miniſter; theſe things concern him as 
a father, theſe as a child; theſe pro- 
poſitions contain the will of God 
concerning him as an huſband; theſe 
concern the woman as a wife; theſe 
concern him as a maſter; the other 
as a ſubject. or as a ſervant. And 
this is neceſſary, that he may be holy 
in all manner of converſation ; For holi- 
neſs is a lovely ſpotleſs fruit, that 
grows up from the revealed will of 
Go concerning us, as the root: And 
niz a5 this root ſends forth many bran- 
n- ches, ſo the fruit of holineſs muſt 
an be ſeen in every bough, in every re- 
of lation and circumſtance of his life. 
ne Sec. 3. The filling boys prepare the 
re Harn for the weaver, by winding it upon 
n- /everal reeds and guils, which being fill- 
it cd, he reacheth to the weaver ſitting in his 
18, ; L. 23% loom, 


— 


every neighbour, every new pro- 


ing him a matter to work upon, 


Vork of God, by executing juſtice 
and judgment without reſpect of 


l i not for hmſelf but for the Lord, &c. The 
= magiſtrate doth the ſame for the ſub- 
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loom, and ready to go to work, We ſup- 
= poſe our ſpiritual weaver fixed in his 
loom, ready to ſay with David, M 
Heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed, 
- reſolved to walk with God in all the 
duties of holineſs, having ſaid with 
David, P/al. 119. 57. Thou art my por- 
tion. O Lord, I have ſaid, that ! will 
- keep thy words. We {ſuppoſe him alſo 
to have wound his warp about his 
loom, to be not only poſſeſſed of a due 
notion of divine truths, but to have 
his heart rooted and grounded in 
them, giving a fixed and ſteady aſſent 
unto them; and now every relation, 


vidence, every action of his life be- 
comes as a filling boy to him, afford- 


reaching him a quill or reed to work 
with. The ſubject gives the ma- 
| Siſtrate an opportunity to work the 


rſons, knowing, that he judgeth 


© jc&,giwmnghimanopportunity 5 
= «7 the 
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| win him by her converſation, by 


a father? How eaſily may he ſee e- 


or her up in the nurture and admoni- 


2 Rites - 


thewill of God by Honouring the king, and 
being /ubjedto the higher powers, becauſe. i 
ordained of God. The wife gives the 

huſband advantage for his ſpiritual 
web of righteouſneſs, by loving her as 

Chriſt loved his church. 1 Peter 3. 7 
By walking before her as'a man of Þ 
wiſdom and knowledge. Eph. 5 25 Cola. 
3. 19. 1 Pet. 3. 1. And the huſband 
requites his wife by giving her the 
like advantage to ſhew her ſelf o- 
bedient to the commands of her Fa- 
ther which is in heaven, by reveren- 
cing her huſband, endeavouring to 


loving him, and being ſubject unto 
him as her own huſband. Titus 2. 4, 
5. 1 Peter 3. 1. Epheſ. 5. 22, 23. &c. 
Is he that ſitteth in this ſpiritual loom 

by 
very child he hath about him, with 4 
one of theſe pipes or quills in his 
hand, offering him for his work of 
righteouſneſs, an opportunity to beo-— 
bedient unto God, in bringing him 


tion of the Lord, and not provoking it to 
The” 1 


; 
' 
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its covenant in baptiſm made with 
God: ; in teaching it or them the 
"ſtatutes of the Lord diligently, when he 
"fetteth in the houſe, when he walketh by 
the way, when he lieth down, and when 
He riſeth up, according to the law of 
the Lord, Deut. 6. 7. Is he a child! 
He may ſee his parents mutually ſer- 
ving him in his ſpiritual work; giv- 
ing him advantage to pleaſe God, 
by obeying bis parents in the Lord, for 


hieb right. Epheſ. 6. 1. Is he a ma- 


ſter? He may ſee his ſervants thus 
r ſerving him, with ſuch opportuni- 


, ties, to give unto them that which it 


Juſt and equal, knoweng that they alſo have 


a4 Mafter which is in heaven; and if he 


be a fervant, his maſter gratifies him 
with the like opportunity of obedi- 
ence unto God, while he obeyeth 
en all things his maſer, according to the 
We not with eye-ſervice as men-pleaſ- 
ers, but in ſmeleneſs of heart fearing God, 
doing whatſoever he doth heartily, as to 
Ihe Lord knowing, that of the Lord he 

all recerve the reward of the inheritance; 
2 He ſerveth the Lord Chriſt. Col. 3. 22. 
2 With good will, doing ſervice as ou 
c the 
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h WM 2he Lord, not to men. Eph. 6. 7. Not an- 
'e i frocring again, not purloyning, but (Hew- 
ve ing all good fidelity, that they may adorn 
by the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
-n WM things, Titus 2. 10. Being ſubject with Wl 
of Wl all fear, not only to the gentle, but to the i 
WH /roward. I Pet. 2. 18. The like may be ſaid 
- W of all relations, yea every providence 
- of God, every natural and civil a- ⁶ü 
d, tion of human life, ſupplies the 
2 MW {ſpiritual weaver with pipes to do his 
Work by. "1k ... 
15 Sed. 4. The weaver puts the pipes, 
- MW or quills (which the boys have fill- 
i: ed with yarn for him) into his . 
„e ſhuttle, (the hollow of his ſhuttle) Ml 
ic in order to his work. My /or, faith” WM 
n Solomon, if thou wilt receive my words, 
i- and hide my commandments with thee, i 
hc. Prov. 2. 1. Why ſhould not 
e the hollow of the ſhuttle put me in 
mind of the ſecret places of my heart, 
d, where the ſpiritual weaver too muſt 
to faſten every pipe that he makes uſe 
e of, to compleat his web of righteouſ- 
e; neſs. It is not for nothing that We 
2 bave in holy writ, the man accord 
to ing to God's own heart, fo often ſay-=m 

ing 


* 


In Word, P/al. 119. 78. and 48. 


do do it. The weaver that intends 


mance of his ſpiritual work mult go 


dence of God gives him a new re- 
lation, he mult be meditating what 
now is the. will of God concerning 
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*7 will. meditate on thy works, and 


| 23. and 15. 148. Pyal. 3 He 
that never meditateth about his 
duty, with reſpect to every provi- 
dence, every relation, is never like 


to work, puts ever pipe into the hol- 
low of his ſhuttle, and makes it taſt 
there; whoſo intendeth the pertor- 


and do likewiſe. When the provi- | 


me, what is my duty towards this 
wife, this child, this ſervant; and the 
| ſenſe of this duty muſt be upon his 
heart. Meditation is the ſoul's ſtand 
uponits object. The will of God, in e- 
verycircumſtanceof his life, muſt not 


only be reccived in his underſtand- in; 
ll ing, but hid in his memory, en- ly 
graven upon his heart and affections, WW ber 
© ſct continually before his eyes: He in, 
will otherwiſe weave his ſpiritual MW th 
eb, no better than the - weaver in 
could weave his cloth, or piece of Nur 


ſtuff 


4 
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ſtuff, without a pipe in his ſhuttle. 
Oh! How many are there that ne- 
glect this! They have a duty to do 
in every circumſtance of their lives, 
a duty toward their relations, a duty 
with reſpect to God's providence as 
it is diverſified to them; but either 
they know in not, being ignorant of 
the ſcriptures, or they remember it 
not, or they love it not, the pipe is 
not in the ſhuttle, they can make no 
work; their life is indeed a life of 
action, they are throwing the ſhuttle 
all the day long, people of buſie 
heads and hands; but their time is 
ſpent as Seneca complained, either in 
doing nothing, or in ſinning, which 
is a doing what is worſe than no- 
thing, or doing other things, which 
ſignifie nothing either to God's glory, 
or their eternal happineſs; or in do- 
ing things which, though material- 
ly good, are formally evil, Bonum non 
bene, good things ſpoiled in the do- 
ing; and all this for want of putting 
the pipes in the ſhuttle, underſtand- 
ing the will of God concerning them 
under theſe or theſe circumſtances, 
X then 


[ 
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then hiding it in their hearts, and 
ſetting it before them as the rule of 
their lives and converſations. 
Seect. 5. Once more, methinks II 
cannot but obſerve, how the wiſdom of 
divine providence hath made work for all 
the children of men, that as there was 
no beggar in J/rael, ſo there need be] 
no beggars in England How many 
doth a {ſingle weaver imploy of all, 
both ſexes and ſizes! It muſt be an a- 
dult man rouſt weave, but women! 
ruſt ſpin for him, and children muſt MW V 
fill his pipes. It is the reproach of >: 
England thatt here areſo manybeggars Mt 77 
in the ſtreets thereof; when God hath IM » 
furniſhed it with one little beaſt, J 
whoſe profit, if improved, would ſet > 
them all to work, and afford them E. 
bread in the ſweat of their face. “ 
That we are full of ſcandalous beg- 
gars, is not becauſe the providence 7 
of God hath not laid out work 7 
enough, or the trading of England £ 
is ſo little, that it will not ſet them 7 
to it; nor becauſe the legiſlative M ? 
«2+ up hath not provided ſufficient g 
aws; but becauſe they are fo ii 7 
executed 
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executed by inferior officers, and 
parents are ſuffered to bring up their 
children in 1dleneſs. O England! 
a Spit out thy flegm, ſhake off thy ſloth, 
JW honour God in the ſubſtance and in- 
creaſe which he hath given thee. 
alt is nothing but luſt and floth that 


be fills thee with ſuch prodigious wick- 
1 edneſs and beggary. 

2. The P OEM. 

en 


uſt Phat this poor child at my command, 

of Doth reaching pipes fil'd to my hand, 
| Which I firſt in my ſhuttle hide, 

us BY Then weave my web, and am ſupplied 

th ith new ones by and by, until 

lt, I my intended taſe fuljil | 

(or That eyery providence divine, 

et That every period time, 

m Zach new relation, actions all 

ce. Mithin my ſphere, what-ere doth fall, 

= Doth to my ſoul, ill offering me 

8 Renewed opportunity, 

cc To weave my web of righteouſneſs, 

rk That men ſee not my nakednefſs. 

nd Lord give me in my heart to hide 

Thy will, and make it there tabide, 

Thy will concerning me in all 

ve Periods of life, and things that fall 

nt Unto my ſhame. Each circumſtance 

11 May make me with thy help advance 

4 Is Heling. Teach me t'improve © 


M 2 
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All pipes, whether of frowns or love, 
Watching advantages to do 
"The whole of what thou callſt me is. 
And whiles thy providence O God, 
Bringeth me pipes. thy flaff, thy rod, 
| All fill them for me; Let them be 
Accepted, and wrought out for thee, 
I ay net (Lord! for pipes O may 
My buſie ſoul make no delay 
In work : Mor. party coloured, 
With here a child's, their father's threed ; 
Here let an huſband's duty run, 
And there a maſter's threed well ſpun ; 
All knit together by the band 
Of love to thee and thy command: 
That when my weaving time is gane, 
My Lord may ſay to me, Well done. 
Beyond my taſk I can do nought, 
Let that but to an end be brought: 
Which cannot be without thy ſhull, | 
Abo“ thy ſelf my pipes deft fill. 


LUCIANA a WSL (Wes Ae. i N e 
CHAP. V. | 
The Art. 


The Weaver being thus prepared for hi- 

Mort, ſetteth himſelf to it, ſwiftly 1 

throwing his Shuttle with one Hand, 

which he catcheth with the other, not h 

without ſome Motion and ane of 
| | is 
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his whole Body. The Shuttle leaving 


a Threed (at every Caſt of it ) betæixt. 
the divided Parts of theWarp; which 
he uniteth to the other woven T breeds. 


by the continual Motion of his Slea. In 
the mean time his Feet are moving the 
Traddles, which raiſing the Havels, 


do part the Warp, and are continually 


making a new Room for the Shuttle. In 
the mean I ime a pair of Temples ſpread 
upon the Web, keep it fixed and extend- 
ed, advantagmg the Weaver m his 
Work. Some webs are of that Breadth, 
that a ſingle perſon cannot work them, 
in ſuch caſes two Weavers are employ= 
ed each at the Extremities of the Loom, 


catching and returning the ſhuttle which WM 


his Partner throws. 


The MEDITATIONS. 


Sect. 1. UR ſpiritual weaver is 


the good Chriſtian, his 


faſtning his warp to his beam is the 
rooting of his ſoul in faith. To him 
every diverſified providence ſupplies KM 
the place of a filling boy, offering 
him matter to work with and upon, 


in making his web of holineſs. We 


have 


* 
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have ſeen him ſet in his loom, fi- FU 
ed to his work, reſolved to have re- 
Jpect to all God's commandments. Now th; 
how quick doth he throw his ſhuttle _ 


from one hand to another? This is 
that which the ſcripture calls a run- hi 
ning after God. Draw me (faith the. 
ſpouſe) and we will run after thee, Cant. 
1. 4. Iwill run the ways of thy command- * 
ments, ſaith the man according to God. ©? 
own heart) Pſal. 119. 32. The weaver Mt 
works early and late, from four in pr 
the morning till eight atnight. The 
good Chriſtian alſo preventeth the N. 
morning watches, Pſal. 119. 118. and E. 
meditates of God in the mght watche, Mt , | 
Pſalm 63. 6. He awaketh early in the. 
morning, and early ſeeketh God, Plal. 57. « 
8. and 63. 1. and 108. 2. lia, 26 9. 
He is throwing his ſhuttle, working. 
the work of God all the day long, . 
Evening and morning, and at noon he prays, 
and crys aloud. Plaln 55. 17. f 
Seel. 2. The ſhuttle moveth 


fſwiftly, and thus alſo run the days 3 
* of the weaver's life: My days (ſaith _ 


* Job) are ſwifter than a weavers b 
© ſhuttle,” as ſwift as the ſhuttle will 
run. 
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run. The weaver thinks himſelf 
concerned to be at his loom betimes, 
that his taſk may be done by night. 
Becauſe the Chriſtian's days are 
{ſwifter than a weaver's ſhuttle, he is 


* remembring his Creator in the days 
of his youth.” Ecclef. 12. 1. And, 
Jas he hath nced in the morning to be 
7, 8 throwing his ſhuttle, ſo in the even- 

ing bis hand muſt not be flack; nat 
only becauſe he will elſe not finiſh 
his courſe, but becauſe the ſpiritual 


Fi Work is of that nature, that as a 


a piece of cloth or ſtuff not finiſhed is 
fit for no uſe but will all ravel out; 


„ © fo if a righteous man forſake his 
e. 


„ righteouſneſs and commit iniquity 


his righteouſneſs ſhall never be 
e remembred, but he thall die in the 
ill © iniquity which he hath commit- 
ted.” A Chriſtian's work is like roll- 
ing a ſtone up an hill, from which, 


- 
* * 


on the top, it certainly falls back to 
* the bottom, and he that hath labour- 
ed about it, hath done juſt nothing 
zu Þut only tired himſelf to no purpoſe, 
| nor 


highly concerned to be up betimes, 


if the hand ceaſeth till it be lodged. 


+ 
1 
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nor ſhall reap any thing but his la- 
bour forhis pains. 
Sef. 3. The whole of our weaver 


is employ'd in his work. His head 


contrives it, his eyes obſerve the 
motions of the ſhuttle, and the ſever- 
al parts of the loom, that they be 


regular, and ſerving his intendant, 


One hand throws the ſhuttle, the 


other catcheth it, in the mean time 


his feet are not idle, they are at work 
upon the treddles moving them, 
Without theſe various operations of 
the ſeveral members of his body, our 
weaver could never diſpatch his | 
work in any deſirable, or acceptable 
manner; nor hath the law of the 
Lord left our fpiritual weaver, one 
limb or member of his body idle as 
to his ſpiritual work: His head is 
employed in meditation, and con- 
trivances for God; his eyes are lift- 
ed up unto the Lord, from whom 
come all his mercies; his hands muſt 
work the work of righteouſneſs; 
with his feet he walks with God. 
Every bodily member hath its office 
to a ſpiritual work, as well as that 

which 
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which is natural. God made every 
member, and not a member but for 
himſelf. Every member in man's 
body hath a natural operation, for 
which it is neceſſary. In our civil 
employments we both can and do 
uſe them ſucceſſively; there's none 
there uſeleſs amongſt them. And 
je ſhall we think that there is any of 
je them of no ule to our ſpiritual work? 
k Shall Iwith both my hands work on 
n. my trade, and have never an handat 
work for God? How buſie am I at 
ri my work with hands and feet, and 
is head, and all my body? Was I ever 
1: ſo wholly employed in the work of 
e God, though the wages be highl 

ne more. The fruit of this work will 
abe but a few ſhillings at the end of 
is the week; but the work of righ- 
n- teouſneſs will be peace, and quiet- 
&. MW neſs, and aſſurance forever. To what 
m purpoſe are my knees, and hands, 
ut! and eyes, and tongue at work in 
s; prayer, if preſently my hands be 
5d. working iniquity? In the web of 
ce righteouſneſs every member hath its 
iat office. It is the fruit of the ſoul's 
N ſanctification 


of them ſlip our memory, but none 
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ſanctification in the body, and mind, 


and ſpirit. God mult be ſerved with 
all and every part and faculty, with 


all our heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength. 


Sect. 4. The ſhuttle every time it 
paſſeth from hand to hand, leaveth 


a threed behind it, good or bad; thus 
doth every action of a Chriſtian's lite, 
All his actions make but one web, 
according to the goodneſs or badnels Þ 
of which he muſt have his reward. 
Every particular action is a threed 
in this web, and ſo hath an in-! 
fluence upon the weaver's praiſe or 
difpraiſe, and upon his wages at laſt:Þ 


So that, as the weaver may ſay up- i 


on every caſt of his ſhuttle, now my 
work is nearer an end than it was be- 
fore I threw my ſhuttle; ſoa Chriſtian, 
upon every action may ſay, By this 


action I am nearer heaven or hell, I 


have either added a jewel more to my 


crown, or a coal more to the fire! 
muſt endure. The ſhuttle paſſeth 
not up and down for nothing. All 


our thoughts, words, and actions 


are of an abiding nature; thouſands 


of 


th 


boobs? We do them, and God keeps 


ore our eyes. Every action makes a 
part of our web; we mull receive our 


“bave done i the fleſh. Man hath an 
= imperfect eye: A maſter may over- 
look many an ill threed in a piece 
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of them eſcape the book of the divine 
omniſcience. In thy book, ſaith David, 
Pſalm 130. 16. all my members are writ- 
ten; and again, Thou telle my wander- - 
ings, put my tears in thy bottle, are they 
not in thy book? It is as true concern- 
ingall our actions, are thy not in God's 


ſilence ſome time, P/alm 50. 21..but 
he will let us know that he ſeeth 
them, and vu et them in order be- 


eternal reward, according to what we 


of ſtuff; but the eye of God is acute 
and perfect, nothing {lippeth that, he 
will jet all in order befare our eyes. The 
weaver's knowledge, that his ſhuttle 
leaves, every time he throws it, 
ſomething towards his web, makes 
him diligent to ſee it be rightly or- 
dered, and makes him careful and 
wary how he throws it. The ſpiritu- 
al weaver underſtanding that every 
action of his life will contribute to 
N. his 


Me di. 3 4 
— — — 22 
TIS. Rs 


-*, 
. = EDIT — * 


* 
— — 
=; # 4 2 * : &S x ——_ * is p l - « C Ps. . 0 W 1 = — - 
— — ve 3 — 2 2 1 -_ — - p 3 2 = wo 122 - * 8 E „ 3 7 Ae. - — N V = ge 54 328 * - - af OY 
- ZE S. n 3 7. - - "7 * * k 5 — 7 . _ — 4 : 2 9 
— ©. A. — > # * 1 * 3 . . — y . =>. PL 3 + 4 3 „ o 2 < - N — 
© «mw 0 * a 7 * 4 8 "Ix 4, : 4 A 0 F +4 ” — «4 * Uh * r 1 * * 5 KY o — 
f — Ce I. 2,” G = *** TY. 2 p nal! y — 4 EW. 
b - 8 — . 
. * * — J Ra * © 4 
Iv a 2 8 w — — A p : BY — 2 ym apa 73 — — - * WE 
2 — a — — = — 2 * 3 — * . = % 2 T 4 9 
2 5 — = . 
© - 


—— — — — L—Ü]— - 
os * 


2 „ 
by 72 
—— VE 


. 


— — 


| 2 5 p 
— po wt ei} — 2 LN 
_ ET <5 


— 
— 1 5 8 
3 * 
— — — 
— % 2 — 


A * * N 


too The Art of Peaving ſpiritualized. 


*11s web, ought to keep a watch up- 
on his heart, his tongue, his hands, 


his whole man, to look before he 


throws his ſhuttle, ay, and long back | 
upon it too, when he hath thrown it; 


For a Chriſtian works more for e- 
ternity, than Appelles painted for 
it. : 

Sed. . A threed (through the 
weakneſs of it) will break ſome- 
times, do the weaver what he can; 
The weaver lays the ends together 
or knits a knot to unite the threeds 
again, then it paſſeth, provided it 
be not done too often.” Iniquities 
(ſaith David) prevail againſt me: Let 
the ſpiritual weaver do what he can, 


his threed will ſometimes break, his 


courle of righteouſneſs through cor- 
ruption will be interrupted. The 
good which I would, I do not, Rom. 
7. 19, 23. I ſee another law in my mem- 
bers, warring againſt the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to 


the law of fm: The ſpiritual weaver 


hath nothing in this caſe to do, but 


by repentance again to lay his ends 


together, to make his former righ- 
teous 


— 


to knit the knot of a renewed co- 
venant with God, and a new reſo- 
lutioa to Keep the Lord's ſtatutes. 


are ſeen by the eye of him who ſeeth 


the covenant of grace, for which we 
may give God thanks for our Lord 
Jeſus Chrif: For we have not an 
: high-prieſt which cannot forgive 
r Þ infirmities, the apoſtle tells us, He 
can have compaſſion upon the 1gnorant, and 


n : 4 
Be pegs Pg > KALE Gn Re 9 


it pon them that are out of the way, Heb. 


J. 3.2. 

t Sec. 6. © The weaver muſt have 
„his temples, which lying upon the 
web, keep it fixed and extended, 
- © * he would otherwiſe never work to 


1. temples is to the weaver, thoſe noble 
- WW graces fear, and faith, and love are 


„to the Chriſtian. Theſe ſpiritual 


% habits dwelling in every gracious 
r heart influence all his actions, and 
it keep his web fixed and ſteady; he 
s walks in the fear of the Lord all the 
day long; he lives in the proſpect of 

; 4 
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teous actions agree with the latter, 


This being done, though the failures : 


all things, yet the web paſſeth upon 


any purpoſe.” What the pair of 


- 
Tx 


_ 2 
13 =P — — - 1 


— — 
8 'S 
r Sx . 


4 2 i. 2 - 2 _ * 4 
—_— „ HF 1 
1 , 
— 3 — > 2 


0 

2 _—_ 
* C E207 "2 T3 T T 
* 


2 — * 


1 
1 
13 
1 o 
3 
q ** 
"3. 1 
1 5 
1 U 
2 
5 
* 
"+ 
\ ] 
_ EF. 
+ * 
; 1 
3 
4 
by. f 
\ 
. 
. 4 
7 
£ » 
= N 
* 
1 
9 
£3 TY G 
EF; # * 
2 
HS 
1 
4 
9 
a. 
© 38 
"= 
1 
1 
- "JIM 
. 7 
1 * * 
. * 1 
— 
1 } 
* 
1 
* 7. 
4 7388 
- —_— 
os - 
_ 
Re 
\ 
" = 
” * * 
17 
; | 
% * 
*. >» 
? * 
0 
* 
#1 at 
3 "= 
= \ * 
* 2 
1 
1 
£4 
We” EY 
2 bw 
v4 
7 0 
4." I, J 
| 2 
* TE 
* 
„ 
* i 
+* Z * 
1 
7 p 
7, = 
+ 
"© , 
| 
x8 
.* 
1 4 
R& 
C 
* A: 
0 [ 4 
” » » 
6 8 
1 
8 4 
* 8 
4 * 
a 4 $ 
þ + 
1 * 
I) f 
g * 
Cl 


— — 


- . 4 * 
7— ah —— wa, tw = 


a, A 3 


? 


S God! 


102 The Art of Weaving fpiritualized. 


a promiſe, yea of many promiſes 


made to them who hold out to the end; 


he acteth not out of conſtraint, but 
willingly, from a principle of love. 


The hypocrite wanting theſe habits 
of grace works with no fixedneſs, 
but at great uncertainties; theſe 


habits keep the web of righteouſneis 
extended, and the ſpiritual ſoul fix- 
ed; his heart is fixed, truſting in the! 
Lord, faith the Pſalmiſt. Dot his and libe 
for I fear God (ſaith Foſeph:) And a- 


gain in the caſe of his miſtreſs, Hou 


Hall I do this great evil and ſm again} 
The ſameneſs and inmutabi- 
lity of God in his nature and will 
who is the object of the ſouls faith 
and fear, makes him the ſame in all 
times; it keeps his ſoul fixed, and 
to the ſame extent and dimenſions 


of {ſpiritual duty, his eye is always 
upon him that his inviſible. Oh 
what lamentable work doth the 
hypocrie make in his ſpiritual loom 
for, want of theſe ſpiritual temples! 
At what uncertainties doth he throw 
his ſhuttle? He is fixed and ſteady 


in nothing; one thing to day, and 


another 
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another thing to morrow ; his ſails 


; are ſet according to the wind of his 
ut intereſt, which, according to the 
e. varieties of this world, one while 
tz | blows from the north, another while 
s in the quite oppoſite quarter. 


ſe Whereas the ſincere, good, ſpiritual 
{© workman keeping his temples be- 
i- fore him, works evenly, ſteadily, 
e fixedly; he ſets God before his eyes 
vr always as his fear. thence it is, that 
a- his feet do not ſlide; he is always eye- 
ing the promiſe, ſo is ever labour- 
ing to fulfill the condition, and daily 
bi- tearing, and taking heed, leſt having 
il a promiſe of entring into reſt, he 
th ſhould fail through unbelief, theſe 
all remples move every day with him 
nd and in him, he carries them along 
ns with his work, till his web of righ- 
138 teouſneſs be wholly done. 
Oh Sect. 7. Laſtly, I obſerve there are 
he ſome pieces of ſtuff and cloth, which 
ma ſingle perſon cannot work alone; 
es! two ſit at the loom, the one receiveth 
ow the ſhuttle which the other throws, 
dy and returns it to the hand from 
nd which it came. The ſpiritual wea- 
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ver hath ſome ſuch webs too, he 
hath relative as well as perſonal th 
duties. The huſband throws his L. 
ſhuttle to his wife, walking before 7 


her as a man of wiſdom and know- T! 
ledge, loving her, and honouring le! 
her, as the weaker veſſel. She re- Mt 
turneth it back to him again, obey- 
ing her own huſband, ſubmittingher- 2 
ſelf to him; he muſt love his wife as ly 
Chriſt loves his church, and ſhe takes *** 


care to reverence her huſband ; both 
are at work together as meet helps 
one to another in the things of God, 
s and in the things of the world, and 
= this is acceptable in the ſight of God. 
= What rare hangings for an houſe do; 
ſuch a pair of weavers make! HowſW 
much more excellent than thoſe of 
gilded leather and tapeſtry! The 
father throws the ſpiritual ſhuttle to 
the child, bringing him up in the nurturt 
and admonition of the Lord, teaching 
him the way in his or her youth, 
which heſhall not forget when he is 
old. The children return it to the 
father or mother, obeying them as 
it is right in the Lord; honouring 

| | them 


ment of God with a promiſe annexed to it. 


Holy the ſabbath-day, whetting the law 
of the Lord upon them, when they 
lye down and when they rite up, 
when they go out and when they 
come in, giving unto his ſervants 
| that which is juſt and equal. The ſer- 


2 _ 
KS * Y Js 


\ 


| ſervant, commanding him and all 


being obedient to him that 1s his 
= maſter according to the fleſh, with fear 
and trembling, in ſinglenæſs of heart, as 


8 unto Chrifi, not with eye-ſervice as a man- 


| the will of God from the heart, with 
good will doing ſervice as to the Lord, and 


| good thing any man doth, the ſame he ſhall. 


ſeerms again, not purloining, but ſhew- 
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them not merely from a natural 
right, but becauſe it is the firſt command- 


The maſter throws his ſhuttle to his 


within his gates, to remember to keep. 


vant again returns it to his maſter, 


pleaſer, but as a ſervant of Chriſt, doing 


not unto men; knowing that whatſoever 


receive from the Lord, whether he be 


bond or free, Epheſ. 6. 5, 6, 7. Not an- 


mg all good fidelity, that they may adorn 
thedoFrine of God our Saviour mall things, 
Titus 2. 9, 10. So in political and 
eccle- 
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eccleſiaſtical relations, the pious 
magiſtrate throws the {huttle to his 
ſubjects ruling them in the tear of 


the Lord, commanding the mini- 


ſters of the goſpel in his dominions 
to fulfil their office; commanding 
all his {ſubjects to keep the law of 
the Lord, 
weights and ballances, not regard- 
ing faces in judgment, not oppre{- 


{ing the poor and fatherleſs, but re- 
garding the cries of them, and of 
the widows. The fubject again re- 
turns the ſhuttle to the magiſtrate, 


being ſubject to the higher powers, 


knowing there is no poawer but 1s odain- . 
ed of God, being ſubject not only for wrath 
but for conſcience ſake; for this cauſe pay 


ing tribute alſo, becauſe they are God' 


miniſters, rendring to all their dues, tributtÞ 


to whom tribute 1s due, cuſtom to whon 
cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
honour. The miniſter of the goſpel 
throws his {ſhuttle to his people; 

* preaching the word of God in ſea- 
* ton and out of ſeaſon, with all 
g * faithfulneſs, diligence, boldneſo; 
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in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe who Re 
oppoſe 
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3M © oppoſe themſelves; flying alſo 
s < youthful luſts, being vigilant, 
F MW © ſober, of good behaviour, given to 
i- MM © hoſpitality, apt to teach, not given 
sto wine, no ſtriker, not greedy of 
g filthy lucre, patient, no brawler, 
of Ml © not covetous, c. On the other 
al © fide, their people return the ſhuttle 
d- © being obedient in the Lord to thoſe 
who have the ſpiritual overſight of 
e- © them; laying apart all filthineſs, 
of © and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, and 
e- < with meekneſs receiving the en- 
te © gratted word, which is able to fave 
rs, © their fouls, being doers of the word 


and not hearers only.” Oh! What 
rare and beautiful webs of righteouſ- 
& neſs are made at theſe double looms, 
E when they thus work according to 
che divine rule? Happy is the people 
that is in ſuch caſe; Men ſhall cer- 
tainly ſay, This people have the Lord 
for their God. 


The POE M. 


| How ſwiftly doth my ſhuttle fly 
To thegther hand, and by and by 


Returns to th other hand firſt did throw, 
O 2 Stop 


Gy 


* 


*, © 
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Stops not at all, nor yet moves ſlow ; 
But as it moves a threed doth ſtay, 

To be united by the ſlay 

Unto the web ! All our days here 
Swifter than weavers ſhuttles are, 

( Saith holy Job.) ſouls cannot reſt 

Jdle at all, but work what*s beſt, 

Or worſt, They cannot move, but ſome 
New actions ſlays upon the loom, 
Adding till to their web, and muſt 
At laſt be jude*djuft or unjuſt, 
According to them all when done; 

So wall the judge's ſentence run 

For life or death, The whole muſt be 
Judged by the all ſeeing eye. 

 #hat care had I of thoughts need take, 
Of words, of ations ! All theſe make 
My web ; as it is true, or not; 

So will the wages ] have got 

Be unto me at laſt, Then watch, 

My drouſy ſoul ! Let not ſleep catch 
Thine eyes : Let nothing thee betray 

To what in the great judgment-day 

Will not abide. My head, my hand, 
Mine eyes. my feet, move at command 
Of my quick ſoul : Each aft their part, 
While I am in my weaver's art. 

The head contrives, the hand doth caſf 
The ſhuttle, feet ds move as faſt, 

All is at work, the nimble eye 
Obſerveth how the ſhuttles fly : 

Should 1 not thus work righteouſneſs 
With my whole man? Is that work leſs. 
In labour, or in price? Then ſhake 
Thy ſelf my foul; Let each power take 
Is part ; command the members too 
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That 


T, 


al 


= Ard by repentance make that good, 
= Which nothing but thy Savicur's blood 
Can expiate ; repentance may 


ess err RR ö Kn 
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That each of them their part may do: 
Think not God will be ſerved by 

A pious tongue, or devout eye ; 

Ner by a falſe pretending heart, 

He muſt have all, and every part. 


Doth a threed break, doth thy foul ſin, 
Do what it can? ©! Look back then, 
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Pardon obtain, but no ſcores pay. 

My foul, ſee that thy temples be 
Always before thy face © ſee 

Thou work ft from faith, love, holy fear; 
Theſe will thee keep, thou ſhalt not err: 
Thy work will freight and even be, 
Ner ſhalt thou move uncertain!y. 

My ſcul! Learn how to work alone, 
And how with a companion. 

Who doth not work of every kind, 
Himſelf will not approved find. 


2 
* 


CHAF YT 
The Art. 


The Weaver in weaving ſometimes finds a 
Threed defective in the Warp, moſtly 
through the Negligence, on other In- 
firmity of ham that wound the Warp 
on, he not diſcerning the Breach of the 
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Threed. Sometimes alſo a Threed 
breaketh in the flriking ; if it happen- 
eth in the former, the Weaver ſupplieth 


it by another Threed in its Room; if it 
breaketh in the flriking, he brings the 
two Ends together, and gocth on in hit 


Work. When he hath wrought a Plate, 


then he looks it over, with an Inſtrument 
picks it out, and bruſheth of the log 


Knots : So goes on till he hath fiſhed bi 
his Web; then he cuts it off the Loom, by 


The MEDITATIONS. 


Sect. 1. HE ſpiritual weavers ! 
warp is his credenda, the 
ſeveral propoſitions of faith and 
truth, which are wound upon his [| 
ſoul, partly by the exerciſe of his 
reaſon upon natural principles, 
partly upon the revealed will of God 
in his word: For the candle of the 
Lord in our ſouls is lighted both theſe [| 
ways. Reaſon working upon natur- 


al principles will . conclude, that 
there 1s a God who made heaven and 
earth, that he muſt be eternal, in- 
finite, juſt and holy, &c, That to 


him muſt be given account of our 


thoughts, 
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thoughts, words and actions: That 
man bath an immortal ſoul, c. But 
chere are many more propoſitions of 
truth, which reaſon (working from 
mere natural principles) will never 
& diſcover; yet are concluded from 
E reaſon upon this hypotheſis, that thoſe 
| facred books, which we call the 
E ſcriptures, contain the revealed will 
of God, and are the words of him 
who cannot lye. Now as natural 
light is not the ſame in all, but vari- 
eth according to the capacity of a 


's 
e helps he hath for it; fo alſo there is 
da vaſt difference in mens concluſions 


from ſcripture- principles. Every 
mman is not alike able to ſearch the 
ſcriptures, nor hath the like advan- 
tage from foreign help; nor is ſo 
able as another to compare ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual. There is not 
Ja greater difference in faces, than 
there is in the ſentiments and opini- 
d ons of pious ſouls, who all have fer 
up to themſelves the ſame end, viz. 
o I The glory of God, who daily beg 
r of God to lead them into all truth, 
and 


man to excrciſe his reaſon, and the 
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and would not willingly believe a 
lye; and neceſſarily it mult be ſo, 


. it would pleaſe God, that all 7 


men ſhould be born with the ſame 
wit, reaſon, parts, and arrive to the 
ſame degrees of learning, and have 
the ſame — of inſtruction. No W 
it is impoſſib + 
dictory parts of the ſame propoſition 
ſhould be true. Hence, of neceſlity | © 
every ſpiritual weaver will at laſt be 8 

found to have ſome threeds in his 
warp defective; ſome indeed more, 
ſome leſs, but all ſome. Nemo ſine 


that the two contra-K 


erimine vivit ; optimus ille qui minim A! 


urgetur, faith Horace. There is none 'F 
liveth who hath a right apprehen-| 
ſion of every divine truth: And this 
reflection, were but men poſſeſt with 
common humanity, would oblige 
them to bear each with his brother. 
There will not be found a guiltleſs perſon 
to throw the firſt ſtone at his neighbour; 
neither is any man infallible; nor 

1s there upon earth any infallible 
judge; why dolthen judge and con- 
demn my brother? May not he by 
the ſame right condemn me? Is there 
not 
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not the ſame diſtance from him to 
me (ſtand where he will) as from 
me to him? Who ſhall judge betwixt 
us? Shall the church or any autho- 
T rity of men terminate betwixt us? 
The church indeed, yea the civil 
S magiſtrate, may determine, that no- 
thing be publiſhed within their 
& territories, contrary to what they 
Z apprehend the will of God: But 
certainly no man can make an hair 
of truth's head white or black: truth 
will be truth, and error a lie when 
men have ſaid what they can; nor is 
any particular church more infal- 
& lible than a pope. My following a 


10 . . . 

. multitude in an error will no more 
zexcuſe me, than the following of a 
(8 #/titude to do evil. I have no judge 
under heaven as to my practice a- 
4 bove my conſcience. It is indeed my 
1 duty to hear the church reverently, 


to examine what it ſaith diligently, 
and to believe it, as my conſcience 
tells me, it doth, or doth not agree 
vith the holy ſcriptures. Our ſpirit- 
by ual weaver then may be aſſured, that 
there are ſeveral threeds defective in 

A | P 5 
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his warp: And therefore ſtands high. 
ly concerned to be ever and anon 
caſting an eve upon it, examinin 

the various propoſitions which he 
hath embraced tor truth, and upon 

which he buildeth and directs his Þ 
practice. But it is very poſſible, that 
he may not be able to put in better 
threeds when he hath done. He is a 
brute no man, that can beheve what 
he liſteth, or whatſoever his neigh- 
bour would have him to believe. All 
a Chrittian's duty in this caſe is, 1, 
To examine and prove propoſitions, 
to hear on both ſides, to compare 
things ſpiritual with ſpiritual, Gs. 
2. To have the perſugſions to him- 
ſelf, in which he hath faith different 
from the church in which he lives, 
2. To beg of God to lead him into 
all truth, and to reveal what as yet 
is notrevealed to him, and to pardon 
his miſtakes, and not to conceal any 
truth revealed to him in unrigh- 
teouſneſs: Which doing, he may be 
aſſured we have an high prieſt can have 
campaſſion on our infirmities, upon thoſe 


bat are ignorant, as well as thoſe other- 
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/ out of the way. Yet I fear ſome 3 
errors of faith are damnable, ſuch 
eas infer an impoſlibility of the ſoul 

1 thac is poſſeſſed of them, to do thoſe 
things which the ſcripture makes 
tneceſſary to Salvation, faith and re- 
rdpentance; whether any other or no, 
2 © 15 more than I know. 

t Sect. 2. The weaver finds many a 

- © threed break in the ſtriking, yet is 
his web not ſpoiled by it; but when 

. it happens, he ſtops, looks back, and 

„ © re-unites his threeds, and goeth on 

e in his work: Thus doing, tho' there 


be many a real breach, yet the piece 
comes off, is approved merchantable 
and paſſeth. We have before con- 
„ ſidered all the thoughts, words and 
0 ; actions of a Chriſtian's life, as our 
t ſpiritual weaver's ſtriking. Infinite 
n are the threeds that break in it. The 
y Þ righteous finneth ſeven times in a 
day; who can tell how oft he off- 
e endeth? He who thinks he can keep 
e the whole law of God in thought, 
e word and deed, is not more to be 
8 blamed tor his error, than for his 
ſe ignorance; if he knew what holi- i 
P35 . neſs 8 
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neſs that holy rule requireth, he 
would never fay ſo. It was becauſe 
the Phariſees did not know, that God's 
law which faith, Thou ſhalt not kill, for- 
bade as wellrai{banger, and ill words, 
as bloody actions, that they thought 
they could fulfil it: And if the Popiſh 
doctors did not give a jejune inter- 

Pretation of a divine law no way 
concordant to holy writ, they would 
never tell us of a poſſibility of works 
of ſupererogation, or that any hath 


oil enough in his lamp for himſelt F 


and others, which was what the wiſe 
virgins in the parable denied. Our 
threeds (the Lord pardon them) will 
break, and do break every day, 
What help in this caſe, but caſt our 
eyes back upon our actions, to take 
care ut ultima reſpondeant primis, to 
bring the ends together again by 
repentance, to make up the breach 
by an exerciſe of faith on the Lord 
Jeſus; to reſolve in God's ſtrength 
to take more heed for the future: 
This doing, though what is done 
cannot be undone, yet, for the ſa- 
tisfaction of Chriſt, it ſhall be evo 

E 
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ed as undone, and our web of righ- . 
teouſneſs accounted as perfect, and 
accepted of God. The ſoul is not a 
made one who never ſinned, (that 
is impoſſible, and importeth a con- 
tradiction) but it is made as one that 
had never ſinned, that is, its ſins 
ſhall never hurt it. 

Seck. 3. The weaver when he has 
# wrought a plate (ſo they call ſo much 
of the web made, as can at once be 
before his eye) he looks it over, picks » 
it, bruſheth off the looſe knots; (ſo 
e iI l think they call the little parts 
r of wool or yarn picked off) how 
Il Þ fitly doth this prompt the ſpiritual 
v. weaverto his every day work of ſelf- 
r examination? Every days thoughts, 
e words, actions make him a plate 
o of work. Some unevenneſs there 
will be in it, his conſcience ſpiritual- 
h ly enlightened is the inſtrument he 
d muſt uſe to pick his work by. Sme- 
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thing will be found too much in his 
affections, paſſions, words, pretences, 
e c. even in his beſt actions, to be 
- pick d out by a penitent heart, diſ- 
- claimed, abhorred, caſt from him 
as 


0 


"F 
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as a filthy rag; ſomething to beM þ,. 
bruſht off as no part of his ſpiritual Ml, 
web, yea as a noiſome fly, which wil « 
make his whole box of precious oint-M ao; 
ment to ſtink. He never proves à the 
good workman, who is not as good per 


and as diligent at picking, as at 
throwing of his ſhuttle. He never 
makes a good Chriſtian, who is not 
as good at examining his ways, as | 
walking in a ſeeming courſe of 
piety and righteouſneſs. Often reck- 
oning we ſay makes long friends: 
Often reckoning with God and our 
_ own conſcience, will keep God and 
us long friends, and our own con- 
| ſciences long friends unto us. Ch 
= that every good Chriſtian would 
= remember at the end of every day, 
my day's work is now done, but ſtill 
I have it to pick; and then retire in- 
to his cloſet, and uſe his conſcience 
| to reflect upon his actions, and ſee ted 
if it be (fo far as his light will guide Hh 
him) according to the divine rule: ſpo 
How much would this contribute to Wtha 
the evenneſs of a Chriſtian's web, ma 
and help him in the cloſe of his lite 
10 


—_—_ 
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to ſay after Hezekiah, Lord, remember 
$ how [ have walked before thee in truth, 
and with a perfect heart. | 
| $24, 4. This whole work muſt be 
done till our piece comes quite off 
the loom. Self- examination, re- 
pentance, watchfulneſs, are not the 
works of a day, or a month, or a 
year, but of our whole life; no work 
for lent, or ember-weeks, or faſting- 
days only, but the work of every 
day, every week: The good Chriſtian 
can never find a time for a carnival. 
| Travellers tell us, That in the popith 
countries, particularly at Venice, the 
veek before their mortifying time of 
„ lent is called by that name, a week 
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given upto all manner of luſt, luxury, 
d gaming. lewdneſs and profaneneſs, 
f gas a preface to their mock-falt that 
116 


is to follow, which make their lent- 
n- Wen-weeks an undue proportion of 
ce time, for the diſgorging their pollu- 
ce ted ſouls of the proceeding crapula. 
de WTheſe are ſpiritual weavers, that 
ec: Wipoil more of their work in one week, 
than they can again make good in 
many. The workman in the Lord's 
| Work, 


: 
N 
* 


N 

f 
=_ 
1" ' 
: 5 
. 
* 
14 

N | 

ö 

14 


= 
. 144 
{ U 
1 
il 
. 
4 „„ 
LT 


8 
449 
U t 7 


7 


| 

. 

4 

| 

{1 
_ 
| i 
_ 
_' 
'Y 
U f 
| 


* | 


120 The Art of Weaving ſpiritualized, 


what is behind, ſtill preſſing for- 


work, who needs not be aſhamed, is 
quite another thing; he is always at 
Work, either weaving or picking, 


either working or looking over, 


ſearching or proving what he hath 
done, whether it be good or well 
done, yea or no till his piece comes 
off the loom: his hands and eyes 
never ceaſe: And to him that doth 
thus, God will ſay, Well done! Good 


and faithful ſervant, enter unto thy ma- 5 


ſter's joy. The weaver cuts his own 


piece from the loom, and ceaſeth to 
work when he hath made his piece 
to the length and breadth, which 
he or his maſter hath propoſed. The Þ 

ood Chriſtian might do ſo too, it 
bis lengths and breadths propoſed by 
his great Lord, were not ſuch as he 
can never reach and fulfil; but his 
mark to which he is to preſs forward, 


the perfect man, the meaſure of the ſtature 


of the fulneſs of Chriſt, mentioned, : 


Ephefians 4. 13, is ſuch a length and 
breadth as the beſt Chriftian can ne- 
ver hope to reach, and muſt therefore 
die in his work; ſtill forgetting 


Ward 
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ward to what is before. He cannot 
take off his work when he pleaſeth, 

© becauſe he will never have done it; 
he cannot finiſh his courſe till God 
hath finiſhed his life. The work 
which God hath given him to do, is 
not to depart from his ſtatutes all the 
days of his life. 


6 b. ſeme threeds failin every warp ? 
to un do I at my neighbour carp, 
ce! E Becauſe be is not of my faith, 
= Nor can I think true what he ſaith? 
ch = Who made my foul jadge in his caſe, 
NC hat but my own impudent face ? 

R 3 1 from him differ as much 
by | s he from me? Is the caſe ſuch 

7 f T: The chureh muſt judge? But yet I ſhall 
he Te my own maſter ſland, er fall. 
115 Þ 3 The church ſhall judge what ſhall be taug ia 
* 5 Mithin her territories naught. 

mut not publiſh then what ſbe 

Vc Pcth contradict, and not agree: 
ed, But ſball not ill my thoughts be free 
nd From any human tyranny ? 

Shall ſhe determine me to do 
bat conſcience ſaith will bring me woe ? 
IC i Muſt we ſubſcribe what our hearts tell 
ns Us, will but lead us into hell? 
or, can we believe what we lift ? 


And miſt ue, or our ns s fit 


The 
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Into it buffet us? Where's gone 

The proteſtant diſcretion ? : 

Rome hath the beſt At, if that we 847 

Muſt have infallibility. | 

Whoſe believes, becauſe the church 

Beheves, is in the Remiſh lurch: 

He for's religion nere will burn, . 

And waits for the next uind to turn. 

May I miflake * What ſhall ſecure 

Me, coming to the church's lure ? 
God will forgive me, if L /lide 
nder the conduct of that guide 

Which he hath in me ſet ; and in 

Foundation-doctrines do not fin. 

Though in my warp ſeme threeds amiſs, 

Or in my woof infirmities. 

If I do what I can upon 

My conſcience information, 

For what I have, or have not done, 

4 truſt ubrifts ſatisfattion. 

Only I muſt bath bruſh, and pick 

Each plate of work, fort will be fich 

Of imperfection: And this I 

Muſt every day do till I die. 

When God my work cuts off the loom, 

Then will my private judgment come ; 

And I ſhall have my wages given. 

Which muſt be either hell or heaven. 
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The Art. 


ue hen the Weaver's Piece, or Cloth us of 
the Loom, he brings it to has Maſter, 
who pay eth him according to what he 
hath earned, to ſome more to ſome leſs. 
His Maſter maketh it up, fitteth it for 
the Merchant, by ſeueral Acts, accord- 
mg tothe Nature of the Web, Fulling, 
Entrimg, Raiſing, Preſſing them ; /Jome 
are only plamly made up and preſſed; 
| ſome are Gloſſed: ſome muſt be carried 

| to the ſealing Hall and Sealed. Thus 

'C they are fitted up for a Merchant, then 


| fold. 


The MEDITATIONS. 


ect. 1. HAT a work is here, 
before the poor labor- 

dus weaver can get a few pence or 
Ihhillings! What a variety of labours 
and pains! I have heard, as I ſaid 
Flore, That a great peer of this 
Q. 2 realm 
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realm ſometimes condemned to die, 
thus expreſt himſelf; FI had ſer ved 


my God with the Jame faithfulneſs as Ii 


have ſerved my prince, I had not come to 
this untimely end.” Many a poor 
weaver that ſits at his loom, from 
four in the morning till 8, 9, 10 at 
night, but to get 7, 8, or 10 ſhillings 
a week for a livehhood, I fear may 
ſadly reflect upon his ſoul, and ſay, 
It I wrought half ſo hard for God, as 


I here toil for my maſter, how much 
better wages ſhould I have? What a 
lamentable fool I am to work 9, 10 
hours in a day, for 7, or 8, or 10 
{hillings, and to grudge one or two 


hours, to work for a crown of glory; 


to read, hear, pray that God would 


not condemn my ſoul to an eternal 


miſery? How doth many a poor 1 


induſtrious weaver ſpend his labour 
for that which is not bread, and his 

ſtrength for that which either will 
not profit, or not comparably with 
the work of righteouſneſs. Bleſſed 


God! What compariſon is there be- 


twixt thine and the world's wages, 
to him that moſt faithfully a 
. ö | his 
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his crowns of gold, and this crown 
of eternal glory and happineſs: We 
hear men often ſay, We will rather 
play for nothing; than work for no- 
thing; yet how do the moſt of men ra- 
ther chuſe to work for nothing, yea to 
work for hell, rather than to work out 
their own ſalvation, and for the glory 
of God? (The greateſt ſome things of 
this world, and of that which is to 
come.) The ſervice of God is a perfect 
freedoma freedom, in compariſon of 
all the work in the world. Doth God 
require of a poor weaver, that he 
might be ſaved, to ſpend 8 or 10 hours 
every day in reading, praying, hear- 
ing, ſelf- examination, Sc. What 
lively active Chriſtian is conſtant to 
much more than a third part of that 
time ſpent in devotion to God? Yet 
it is for an eternity of glory and 
happineſs. It is true, he muſt /ex 
God always before his eyes, that will 
not {lide by his feet. He muſt walk 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long, 
that will enter into his maſter's joy, he 
* muſt continually direct his intention 
right, whether he cateth or drinketh, or 
| whats 
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whatever he doth, he muſt do all to the 
glory of God: But is hohneſs ſuch a 
toil, ſuch a wearineſs to the fleſh, 
uch a bodily labour as weaving is? 
Let what a difference is there in the 
wages? Ah! What a ſlave is man, 
that can tie himſelt, yea muſt tie 
| himſelt to a loom all the day for a 
| poor livelihood, and yet cannot tie 
ghimſelf to a courſe ofreli g10nand hol- 
ineſs, to obtain the promiſes both for 
this life, and for that which is to 
Ecome? Shall not the beams of the 
weaver's loom, ſhall not his ſhuttles 
and treddles be witneſles againſt him 
another day, which by him are kept 
in continual motion, and worn out, 
for a little portion of bread? While 


worn out by him in prayer, not a 
bible with reading in it what ſhould 
concern his everlaſting peace. What 
but an evil heart of unbelief could give 
conduct tothe life of moſt, while for- 
faking the fountain of living waters, 
they thus ſpend their time, their 
precious time, (upon which their 
| Eternity depends)! in digging up to 


s I — 2 - * a i 4 . * 


in the mean time, not a cuſhion is 


them- | 


1 
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themſelves ciſterns, broken ciſterns, 
that will hold no water? Did they 
believe there were a God, there were 
an heaven, ſuch a reward as the 
{ſcripture ſpeaks for the righ- 
teous, it were impoſſible they ſhould 
move ſo little for it, while they work 
ſo hard for what is infinitely beneath 
It. 

Sec. 2. The weaver's maſter pays 
him according to his work. The 


materials he hath before received 
from his maſter, of various ſorts, and 
prices, according to the piece he is 
to work. Some ſpoil all, and have, 
| inſtead of wages, nothing buta ſmart 
| reproof and ghiding, or an action 
brought againſt them; others bring 
it home ſlovenly done; others bring 
it done well, and workman like. 


They are paid according to their 
work. The great Maſter, the Lord 
of heaven and earth, furniſheth e- 
very man with materials and inſtru- 


ments, for him todo thework Which 
| he hath given him to do. None is 


without a reaſonable ſoul, endued 
with ſeveral faculties, the principles 
and 
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and inſtruments of all human opera- 
tions. All indeed have not alike 
wit, capacity, judgment, reaſon ; but 
all have ſome materials, ſome powers, 
given to them. God (as the prudent 
weaver) doth not at firſt give out to 
all the beſt materials. The prudent 
weaver firſt tries his ſervant with 
coarſer yarn, then with finer; firſt 
with woollen, then with ſilk: If he 
works not the coarſer firſt well, his 
maſter truſts him not with the finer: 
If he works not his woollen yarn 


well, his maſter will not adventure] 


Milk into his hands. If he doth work 
the coarſer well, his maſter is not 
bound, (otherwiſe than he may be 


by a promiſe or covenant) to truſt 


him with his moſt choiſe and coitly 


materials. I muſt confeſs I do much 
incline to think, that in the day of 


; Y judgment, no foul thall be condemn- 
ed for not doing that which it had 


not wherewithal to do: As a man 


may ſin without the law, ſo he may 
periſh without the law, being judg- 
ed without the law. I can eaſily 
” acquit the holy God of any unrigh- 

i 1 teouſnels, 


7 


ſtate he cannot do. Tis certain, that 


| whatſoever in innocency God requir- 
ed of man, in order to ſalvation; if 
our fore- father ſpent what we ſhould 


to ſay, God hath loſt his right to 
exact his debt, becauſe we have loſt 
our power to pay it: But I ſay, I tee 
no need to infiſt on this. Cod will 
find enough to condemn finners for 
lat laſt, becauſe they have done it, 
| (when he forbade them) and it was 
in their power to have forborn it; or 
not done what he commanded, and 
was in their power to have done. 
The meritorious cauſe of their dam- 
nation (to whom God pleaſeth not 
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teouſneſs, if, in man's lapſed eſtate, 
he ſhould eternally condemn a ſoul, 
for not doing what in his preſent 


we all had in Adam a power to do 


have lived upon, it were very abfurd 


to give efficacious grace) will be 
found, theirabuſe, or not uſe of their 
common grace. It is true, did men 
ule their common grace never ſo 
well, they could not, by ſuch uſe of 
it, earn ſpecial grace, (that is a ſacred 
wind, which bloweth where it liſteth) 
R the 
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the price of it is above all the pear} 


and coral, and rubies, and diamonds 
of a natural man's work: But I do 
not think that in the day of judg- 
ment we ſhall ſee the face of one 
ſoul, who did what in him lay, only 
God was wanting to him in the diſ- 

enſations of effectual grace. The 


inner (let him think what he will 


to the contrary) ſhall never lay his 
damnation at God's door. This great 
maſter will give every one according 
to his work. Some {ſhall ariſe 0 
ſhame and contempt, ſome, to life 


eternal; all ſhall receive according 


to what they have done in the fleſh, 
whether it be good or evil. The 
latter ſhall go into everlaſimg puniſſi- 


ment, the righteous into hfe eternal 


Matthew 25. 46. When Chriſt comes 


(and it will be quickly) His reward 


ill be with him, to give every mal 


according as his work ſhall be. Revel. 
22. 12. When the Son of man ſhall cont 


in the glory of his Father, with his Angel, 
then {hall he reward every man accord 
ing to his works, Matth. 16. 27. He 
whoſe work hath been to riſe uy 
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rig bteouſucſs /h 


early to drink ſtrong drink, and to 
ſit at the wine till it inflameth him, 
{hall have according to his work, 
his portion, where he ſhall want a 
cup of cold water to cool his tongue. 
Other ſenſual ſinners ſhall alſo have 
according to their work, i. e. the judg- 
ment threatned in the word of God 
to ſuch kind of works: And the child 
of God alſo ſhall have according to 
his work, J/aiab 32. 17. The Work of 
all be peace, and the effect 
of it quietneſs, and aſſurance for ever. 


The good man ſhall receive accord- 
ing to his work. The king ſhall Jay to 


them on his right hand, come you bleſſed 


of my Father, mherit the kingdom, &C. 


For I was an hungry, and you gave me 
meat, &C. 

Sect. 3. As every chriſtian's work 
is not alike, ſo neither will his wages 
be. 1 Cor. 3. 15. 1f any man's work be 
burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs, but he himſelf 


ſhall be ſaved, yet fo as through fire. He 


that buildeth upon the true founda- 
tion ſhall be ſaved ; but yet he may 
ſo work, that much of his work, 
may be burnt, and if it be 

1 ſo, 
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fo, he ſhall ſuffer loſs, he ſhall be 
ſaved, but as through fire. It hath 
been a queſtion amongſt divines, 
whether there ſhall be degree 
of glory in heaven, yea or no? *Tis 
very probable there ſhall, much 
ſcripture looketh that way; certain 
it is, that in many things all the 
glorified ſaints ſhall be equal. They 
ihall all be exempted from eternal 
puniſhment, they {hall all ſee God, 
they all {hall be for ever with the 
Lord, but that they ſhall all fit cn 
equal thrones, and have the ſame 


cannot ſay; nor yet will deſcribe 
wherein the difference ſhall he, what 


one ſhall have more than another, 


weaver ſhall, in the great day, be 
paid according to the kind of his 
work, and according to the degree 
of his work 1n 1ts Kind, be it good 
or -evil, It ſhall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon, for Sodom and 
Gomorrah, than for Chorazin, Bethſaida, 
and Capernaum, Thoſe that abide with 

| | . Chriſt 


degrees of glory and happineſs, we 


further degrees of honour or pleaſure | 


This we know, that every ſpiritual | 
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de Chrift in his temptations, ſhall fit upon 
h twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
's, WM of [fracl. | 
et Sect. 4. Only there will be theſe 
1s differences betwixt the earthly and 
the ſpiritual weaver's payment, 1. 
The earthly weaver hath ſomething 
due to him from the nature of his 
work as well as from his maſter's 
promiſe and contract; ſo hath not 
the ſpiritual weaver. The wages of 
fin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life. A man may earn hell, but he 
muſt have heaven freely given him 
of God; all this pretence of debt we 
have, is from a free promiſe. 2. A- 
gain, The earthly weaver may do 
ſomething beyond his tatk, which 
if he doth, he ſhall be paid for it: 
So cannot the ſpiritual weaver, nay, 
when he hath done all he can, he 
muit ſay he is an unprofitable ſervant, 
ſo as what he hath done comes ſhort 
of his duty. So that indeed our 
ſpiritual weaver ſtrictly hath not 
according to his work, not accord- 
ing to the failures, and imperfections 
of it, but according to the kind of 
It 
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it, and degrees of goodneſs in it. The 
ſpiritual weaver's reward 1s by no 
means a gud proguo, a proportionable 
reward unto his work; but 'tis a 


nature and degree of his ſincerity in 
his work. | 

4 Sect. 5. When the weaver's piece 
& © cometh off the loom, (according to 
che nature of the piece) it is either 
bythe maſter only made up and prell- 
ed and ſealed, or elſe (as ſome pieces 
require) it 1s dyed, fulled, tentered, 
raiſed, preſſed, glozed, and ſo expoſ- 
ed to the merchant. Much of this 
is only to deceive, or pleaſe the buyer's 
eye: Nothing of this is to be done to 


which, as it cannot be deceived, fo 


ings; only dyed it muſt be, made up and 
offered unto God it muſt be, ſealed it muſs 
be. The only dye that can give an a- 
cceptable tincture to the work ofrigh- 
teouſneſs 1s, in the fountain ſet open 
to the houſe of David, and to the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem for ſin, and es” 
Nejs, 


reward of grace, according to the 


the ſpiritual web, that goes to an eye, 


it will not be pleaſed with any gloz- | 


| faint John ſaw, Revel. 8. 3. when he 
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neſs. Revel. 7. 14. Thoſe that came 


out of great tribulation, waſhed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the LAMB. If we jm (ſaith the 
apoſtle) and who lives, who works 
and finneth not? we have an advocate 
with the Father, even Jeſus Chrift the 
righteous. 1 John 2. 1. It is Chriſt 
that with his blood, and perfect fa» 
tis faction muſt dye all our works; it 
is he who muſt make them up per- 
fect through his righteouſneſs; tis 
he that muſt fet his ſeal of accepta- 
tion upon them, who mutt offer them 
up unto his Father, This is what 


ſaw another angel landing before the 
altar, having a golden cenſer: And there 
was given unto him much incenſe, that 
he ſhould offer it with the prayers of all 
Jamts upon the golden altar, which was 
before the throne. Verſe 4, Aud the ſmoke 
of the incenſe which came with the prayers 
of the ſaints, aſcended up before God out of 
the angels hand. Thus now hath our 
ſpiritual weaver finiſhed his work, 
run the race which God ſet him to 
run, 
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run, finiſhed his courſe, and enters 


the paradiſe of God. 


Sect. 6. But obſerve, That every 
poor weaver cannot ſtay for his 
wages until the end of the year, bur 
hath it from week to week; pollibly 
they cannot ſtay ſo long, but muſt 
have it from day to day. The good 
maſter indulgeth him, conſidering 
his neceſſities, and the needs of his 
family, he giveth him not all, but 
ſome he giveth him: So doth our 
great Lord and maſter; godhne!s 
hath promiſe both of this life and al); 
of that which is to come. Our Lord 
knoweth, that we are neceſſitous 
creatures, and cannot do him ſervice 
(while we are in the body) without 
food and raiment. Godlineſs hath 


if not to all in the extent of ſome 
promiſes, yet to all ſo far as hal] be 
food convenient, and ſo enough for 
them, to ſupport, uphold, and main- 
tain them, while in this world they 
are at their Lord's work. Yet not 
this in equal portions ; but as many 

maſters 


therefore many promiſes annexed to | 
it, which are fulfilled in this lite; I 
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in truſt, that they ſhould diſtribute 
to fix and allo to ſeven: So doth our 


life, which are capable to be ill as 
in good works, to do good, and to deſiribute, 


have it in their friends hands. God 


che rich, and with a charge to them 


ſat the end of the world; but they 


9 N 
V 


2 


© "F208 
p 7 
j * 


F 


maſters that have various workmen NM 1 
not indued all with alike diſcretion, 
ſometimes truſt one (who is the diſ- 
ci eeteſt of them( with the portions 
belonging to three or four; tis all 


great Lord and maſter, in his diſtri- 
butions of the good things of this 


well, as well uſed. God gives ta 
ſome abundance, to others enough, 
toothers toolittle. He that hath abund- 
ance, hath with it a charge to be rich 


God hath provided for all, ſome 
have it in their own hands, others 


puts for the poor into the hand of 


todo good and to diſtribute it accord- 
ing to his order, and under, and 
by the rules he hath ſet down in his 
word. Their great wages are to be 
paid at the end of their days, indeed 


ſhall in the mean time have ſome- 
thing to ſupport, and uphold them 
8 while 
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while they are in the fleſh, doing 
and ſuffering the will of God con- = 


cerning them. * 
The POEM, if 
Lord! How we Vabour for a piece of bread, Ss Buy 
Which when we have, N 
It periſheth! No ſocner are we fed, AI. 
Gur flemachs crave, | 
We work, and by and by cur getting ſpend: | Hts 
what we before = 
Were, that we are; Our labour's without end; | Acc 
And we flill poor, 
Still but our body's fed. Our better ſelf | Out 
will flarved be: ; 
It cannot be maintain'd with worldly pelf | Tot 
| t'eternity. | 
Ts there no better trade, might net I work 
for better pay, 
I ſerv'd God? My foul let it not irk 
thee for to pray, 


To read, to hear, to ſpend time every day, 
to make that ſure, 
Which when all theſe poor things ſhall melt away, 
ſhall ſtill endure. 
Work how I will, while I am in the fleſh, 
5 my pay will be 
Or goed, or bad; of either more or leſs, 
eternally. 
Why doft thou ſay no mortal man can live 
merely on prayer ? | 
Did ever God unto his ſervant give 
8 nothing but air? 
Cart truſt him for a crown, and can't not truſt 


han 


18 


N- 


; Accepted, it fhall paſs for righteouſneſs ; 
Out of that angels hand, my Cod, let ail 
| To thee, and whatſoever good 1 ſalt 
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him for thy bread ? 

Hath he not ſaid unto thy part of duft, 
It ſhall be fed? 

Did ever any him for nothing ſerve, 
For nothing here? 

If ihou dſt not abound, thou ſhall not ſtarve, 
thou needſt not fear. 

But do not think, that thou deſt from thy maker 
earn the leaſt good ; 

All's free gift, or 2 — thou art partaker 
of thy Lord's blood. 

His hand muſt jeal, his blood muſt dye the piece: 

| If he but write 


that makes it right. 
my prayers come 


Werk in my loom. 


S 2 THE 
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Art of Meaving Spiritualized, 
AT IK. 


I. 
Of the Excellency of the Trade. 


OBSIERVATIONS. 
How! have only helped our 


ſpiritual meditations, and diſcourſc 


work. Let me now give him ſome 
few obſervations I have made upon 
eight and twenty year converſe witl 
many of this occupation, My ob- 
ſervations will ſome of them be more 
eneral, relating to other trades as 
well as that; {ſome more ſpecial, re- 


lating to that employment. I ſhall 
not 


weaver with ſome hints for 


Wn the the ſeveral parts of his 


1 


ur 


or 


ric 
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not be curiousin diſtinguiſhins them 


each from other, but take them as 
my thoughts ſuggeſt them to me. 

1. In the firſt place, I obſerve the 
circumſtances of that occupation, e- 
qually fitted to the perſonal advan- 
tages of thoſe which are employed in 
it, and the political good of the place 
where it is exerciſed, with any other, 
if not much exceeding moſt employ- 
ments: Which I ſhall make out in 
ſeveral particulars. 


1. Its end and eflect, is the ſupply 


of one of the great wants of human 


life. Food and raiment, are our two - Wall 


great bodily needs: The apoſtle 


adviſeth, that, f we have them, we 


ſhould be content. The weaver 


ſupplies the latter. What ſad em- 
ployments have many perſons in the 


world, the end of which is nothing 


elſe but luxury and the ſatisfac- 


tion of luſts: Their trades are but x 


factorage for the devil, a meer 
proviſion for the ſinful fleſh, for the 


fulfilling the luſis thereof. Bleſſed God! 
If mens conſciences were not ſeared 


with an hotiron, upon what an un- 
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eaſy pillow would they lye down at 
night when their conſciences ſhould 
tell them, now have been doing no- 


= thing this day, but ſerving mens 
luſts, and helping them on to their 


eternal ruin and deſtruction. - How | 


many are thus employed? The 
weaver as to this may ſleep ſecure; 
and work ſecurely in the day-time, 
being aſured, that he may comfort- 
ably abide in the calling to which 
God hath called him; he may con- 
fidently beg God's bleſſing upon his 
employment, and ſay, Proſper thou 


the work of our hands upon us, O Lord, | 


WR proſper thou our handy werk. He whoſe 
employment heth in a meer ſervice 
of pride, luxury and wantonneſs can- 
not do ſo. 


2. A ſecond advantage of this trade 


is, The little time that it giveth 
either ſervant or maſter (but ſervants 
eſpecially) for idleneſs. Idleneſs 
(eſpecially in youth) is the ſource 
and fountain of almoſt all the de- 
bauchery polluteth the world, and all 
the beggary with which we abound, 
Solomon tells us, Ecclefraſticus 10 1 
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By much flothfulneſs the building decayeth, ; 


and through idleneſs of the hands the 
building drops through. This (faith 
Ezekiel 16. 49.) was the iniquity of. 
Sodom, pride, fulneſs of bread, and abund- 
ance of idleneſs was m her daughters. 
The ſoul of man is an active buſy 
thing, and mult be ſet on work; if 
it benot kept in a conſtant good em- 


ployment, it will moſt certainly em- 


ploy itſelf ill, and undoubtedly the 
debauchery of moſt places owes it 
ſelf to the great leiſure that ſervants 
have in ſhops, c. The weaver can 
find no time to be idle in a bleſſed 
employment which keeps the ſoul 
out of the temptations to Which idle- 
neſs expoſeth it. Idle perſons, 1 
Timothy 5. 13. are not idle only, but 
tatlers, and buſie- bodies, wandring from 
houſe to houſe, and ſpeaking things which 
they ought not: Yea, and doing things 
too which they ought not. It is the 
idle perſon that proves the gameſter, 
the drunkard, Cc. It is true there 
may be an exceſs in labour, when 
it is to that degree that it waſteth the 
body, deſtroyeth the health, allows 


not 8 
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not due time for devotion, nor the 
reaſonable repairs of the body, by ho- 
food or ſleep, or moderate recreation; I Are 
but (theſe things excepted) the leſſer ¶ tra 
time for idleneſs any trade allows, fly. 
the better it is. This I am ſure this 8 
trade doth. I am many times a- Ver 
ſhamed of my own bed, when I ſee in 

the candles in the poor weavers [nol 
chambers or hear the noiſes of their He 
looms, 
3. Thirdly, It is the advantage of ho; 


this above many other trades, that 

a man may be dealing in it with a 486 
little ſtock, and from it get a little bs 
Iivehhood. It is the diſadvantage of _— 
many other employments, that no- 4 
thing can be done in them without Ne p 


ſeveral hundreds of pounds going: 
"71s otherwiſe in this, my felt have 
known many who came to conſider- 
able cſtates, who have told me they 
begun with ten pound; they pa'led 
but with a ſtaff over Jordan, and at 
their coming back had great droves. 

4. Fourthly, If God blaſts the 
weaver in his courſe of trade, yet 
(provided he hath his health and 

limbs) 


= The Art of Weaving fpiritualized, 149 
limbs) his trade affords him a liveli- 
hood. Many trades do not this, they 

are more N O'c. And if the 
tradeſman fails, he is forced to 

fly. ; 
= Fifthly, If God bleſſeth the wea- 
ver in his trade, heis fitted by it alſo 
in a great meaſure for the more 
noble employment of a merchant; 
He hath learned to know the true 


how they may be afforded, &c. 
6. Sixthly, It gives a great advant- 


it . . . 
age tor ſome exerciſes of religion to 
e be interwoven with ſecular employ- 


menst. It is the great unhappineſs of 


of ſuch as are engaged in them, that 
Whey hardly allow any intervals for 
ny ſpiritual employment. The 
eaver is not ſo; but his trade is 


Ejaculation: He may have manum in 
extrino, oculos in celo; his employ- 
ment will not hinder his devout ſoul 
from many a look toward heaven ; 
he may weave and pray. 2, Spirit- 
T ual 


making and the prices of molt ſtuffs, 


Home employments, that they ſo 
Iwholly take up the head and heart 


very conſiſtent with, 1. heavenly 
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ual meditations: If not ſo continued 
and fixed, as if wholly at leiſure; 
yet frequent, and ſerious. My ſenſe 


of this hath given me the occaſion of 


helping him in the former part of 


this diſcourſe. 3. Spiritual diſcourſe. 


Ordinarily three or four are working 
here together in the ſame chamber: 
If but oneof them will be the preach- 
er, the others are tyed to be the 
hearers: and indeed I have often 
thought (how truly I cannot tel) 
that this trade this way hath very 
much contributed to the religion of 


this town, God having a great num- i 


ber of that occupation among us, of 
whom we have reaſon to hope very 
well, as to their eternal ſtate. 

7. Seventhly, It 1s a trade of great 
ingenuity: No mechanick trade (if 
this may be called ſo) giving ſuchan 
advantage to ingenious perſons to 
improve their fancy, by the invention 
of new patterns, or mixing yarn and 
colours too for a new pattern laid be- 
fore them. 

8. Laſtly, It is a. trade infinitely 
uſeful as to the poor. Females both 
7295 Woman 
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woman and children are employed 


in preparing their yarn: Children 
from their infancy almoſt, in wind- 
ing their pipes, men in weaving at 
the loom. In ſhort, I cannot tell 
whether there be any one other em- 
ployment, that affords ſo many per- 
ſonal advantages to the tradeſman, 


or political advantages to the ſtate 


under whoſe government they are 
employed. Solomon ſaith, the king 1s 


ſerved by the field: Jam ſure the king nl 


of England 1s eminently ſerved by the 
weaver: and this 1s obvious to any 
one who doth but conſider, what an 
innumberable, company of ſpinſters, 


wool-combers, filling-boys, ſhear- Wal 


men, dyers, preſſers, G. depend up- 
on them: Beſides, the merchant by 


them is ſerved with infinite variety 0 
of ſtuffs, to be tranſported into all 
the hotter parts of the world, beſides ul 


the great quantities uſed in our land, 

and the king's adjacent dominions. 
1. This obſervation may be of a 
double uſe to the weaver. 1. To 
reſtrain his diſcontent for the courſe of life, 
in which the providence of God, the 
» ihe prudence 
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prudence of his parents or gover. 
nours, and his own choice in his 
younger years, have engaged him, 
It 1s a great infirmity of our natures, 
that not one of many is content with ha 
with his portion. The poet long W. 


ſince complained of it: Wa 
r- Qui fit, mecænas, ut nemo quam ſibi 1 
Jortem, ſeu ratio dederit, ſeu ſors | he: 
objecerit, illa contentus vivat, laudet i 3 
diverſa. ſequentes. pit 


The weaver is ready to ſay, O that I wh 

I had been a hoſier, a grocer, a drap- N ove 
er, any thing but what lam! One da) 
great reaſon of which is; That we the 
Lan eaſily fee the difficulties which fer 
attend our courſe of life, but are not | no 
ſo good judges of what attend ano- Th. 
ther's; which makes another's ap- tro: 
pear to us ſo far more deſirable, N we: 
when, in very deed, there is no con 
courſe of life in this world, but Ned 
hath its difficulties attending it, and I 
ſufficient for every trade are the Iffor 
evils thereof; and there is none that N duf 
makes an option of another courſe, Nit, 
but if be would give himſelf the Minn 
leiſure 


ed. he. would find them as much 
wiſhing they had been ſomething 
elſe than what they are: But what 


What can commend a trade which is 
wanting to his? The alehouſe-keep- 


| down many a night with an aking 
| heart, to think how many he hath 


pit. Others may have ſour reflections, 
| when they come at night to think 
over what they have been doing that 
day, and their conſciences makes 
them anſwer, that they have been 


-The weaver's conſcience ſhall never 
trouble him for this. When the 
e, Weaver reflects upon his trade, and 
o conſiders the general end of it aprov- 
it ed by God, the profit of it, tho' not 


d ſo great as others, yet what will a- 


e fford food and raiment to the in- 
it duſtrious hand, the advantages of 
| Wit, whether God pleaſeth in it to 
efmile or frown upon him, the advant- 
age 
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| leiſure toenquire of ſome ſoemploy- 


hath the weaver to complain of? 
er, vintner, inn-keeper, may lie 


been helping on to the bottomleſs 


| ſerving the world with what is of 
no uſe, but to ſerve pride or luxury, 


Ay; >a 7 

"Se 5 

1 
8 a 


TJ 


age it gives him for devout ejacula- 


ferences, the uſefulneſs of it for all, 
more eſpecially for the maintenance 


8 . 5 
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tions, pious meditations, good con- 


of the poor, he hath no reaſon to 
murmur at divine providence, nor to 
blame his parents prudence, or re- 
flect upon his youthful indiſcretion. 
God hath choſen a good lot for him, 
and he ought cheartully to abide in 
the calling to which God hath call- N ere 
ed him, and to be content. 25 

2. Did I ſay to be content? Vea to a x 
be highly thankfulunto God, bleſſing ¶ fac 
God that by his providence directed wi: 
him to ſuch an employ in the world, 
as his conſcience ſhall never juſtly W mi 
check him for the following of it; ¶ pri 
ſuch a one as he can in faith go to we 
God morning and evening, and beg W me 


= God's bleſſing upon, ſo cannot many 
2 jollier perſon. An employment 


that filleth his hand. and divers from 

idleneſs, which is the ſoul's ruſt and * 
oifon. An employment in which , ; 
e hath many advantages, more than WW er 

in many others, to ſerve his God, | 


himſelf, his generation; that he 
8 5 hall The p 
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ſhallnot live in the earth like a drone, 
upon the honey gathered by others, 
nor like a beaſt of prey upon rapine, 
nor like one who thinks he is only 
born for himſelf, and whom, both 
the good and ſober world, could a 
thouſand times with leſs inconveni- 
1. W ence miſs than keep alive. Here is 
1, W abundance of matter of praiſe, that 
n Þ hath overruled our wills in the indiſ- 
|- Þ cretion of our youth to ſuch a choice 
as this, the choice of a trade at which 
to a man may fit with ſo much ſatis- 
g faction, and in which he may work 
d W with ſo much pleaſure, and the exer- 
d, ciſe of ſo much piety, and for ſo 
ly W much publick profit, as well as 
t; WW private advantage. Let then the 
to WW weaver, reflecting on his employ- 
eg ment, fit and ing. 


nt The POEM. 
ad V God | my loom's no ware-houſe, where 


h Geld-ore, or filver-wages are : 
0 No geldfeith's ſbop gliftering with plate, 
an Nor any other thing of flate ; "> 
00d, Dit no ſuch thing: 
But tis an utenſil, by which 
Al The poor are cloathed and the rich. 
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What helps to cover mankind*s ſhame 
And thence hath got itſeqf a name, 
To ſerve the king. | Whi 
My work is ſuch, as when once ore | Othe 
Will nere my conjcience tr uble more: | Ss My 


" When I have wearied hands and feet, | Bef 
| 2 ) ſleep upon it will be ſweet 3 | 
My mind at reft. 
*Tis what employs me all the day, : 2 
And ſpares no ume with ſin to play ; ; 
What tires not quiet, nor giveth leiſure, 
For any fordid jinfal plc ue, 
And that trade's beſt. | 2 
Tit what ſo takes not up my mind, | For 
But I can in it leiſure find 
To ſend a prayer, with a ſigh, a 
| Unto my Father that's on high ; 


And think upon 
His works of power, and of grace, : 
And beg the ſhinings of bus face: 1. 
There I can fit, and ſpeak his praiſe, 
And others tell how he diſplays In 1 
| Salvation. lif 
There I can tell for me what God | E 
Hat h done, both by his flaff and rod; h 
Of my Redeemer I can ſing rick 
There, and exa't my 9 my king. 
And him obey, * x 
In doing what he calls me 9s 8an 
And which he wills me for to das of 
There I can ſet on work the poor, | fi gt 
And keep them from rich dives door; | it n 
| And all men pay 


With the honeſt fweat of a poor brow + 
"There I can recompence the plow, 
I find it clothing, that me bread: 


1 
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"Thus 1 am clade, and alſo fed 
In a poor loom; 
Whiles the all-ſeemp eye doth ſee 
Others working iniquity. 
My weaver's loom I will prefer 
Before the idle theater \ 
For Chriſt will come. | 


FFF 
H 


For the moſt Part, thoſe who begin the | 2 
Kat Stock, raiſe the beſt eſtates, 97 


2. OBSERVATIONS. 


1. IT is an obſervation which will 
be found to juſtify it ſelf, as 
in many other trades and courſes of 
life; ſo in this trade alſo. Not many 
who begin with large ſtocks, grow 
rich by trading; but for the moſt 
part of tradeſmen are thoſe who be- 
gan with little; nor doth the reaſon 
of this ly wholly out of ordinary 
ſight, though poſlibly ſomething of 
it may not be ſo obvious. 
1. What if we ſhould ſay, (what 
the comedian long fince obſerved) that 
we nature of all is procliuis a labore ad . 
me” : 229 libidinem. * 
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bidinem. Moſt perſons naturally hate 
labour, and do not care to eat their 
bbread (if they can help it) in the 
= {weat of their face. If men have e- 


nough to hve on, they will rather a- 


bate the ornaments of their life, than 
endure labour for them. 


While on 


the other ſide, thoſe who at firſt are 


forced to labour, to ſupply the ne- 
= ceflities of their life; by that time 
= they have done that, are ſo habituat- 
" 1 ed and inured to it, that labour is 
F far more pleaſant to them then idle- 
neſs; 


and they now do that upon 


choice, which they before did upon 


rich. 


2. But yet this is not all; for the 
fame divine author allo ſaith, he 


force. The diligent hand makes 


bleſſing of G O D maketh rich. But why! 
How the bleſſing of God more uſually 


attends the day of ſmall, than of 


great things, may be a further in- 


* 
6 


ma 
$5. God | 

be giligent band; yet always it is not 
cus. It was the ſaying of Hierom, 


i bl 2 quiry? For poſſibly a farther reaſon 


be found out than this, that 
uſually annexeth his bleſſing 9 


(a 


2 
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lat leaſt ordinarily aſcribed to him) 


Onnis dives eſt vel miquus, vel miquz 
heres. Every rich man is either an 
unrighteous man, or the heir of 
ſome unrighteous man. Itwas ſome 
What too harſh to expreſs it by an 
; & univerſal affirmative: But if he had 
> W faid the major part are ſo, he had 
- B doubtleſs ſpoken mhch truth. Now, n 
- | where hethat beginneth with a large 
. B fiock is inigui heres, though not him- 
ſelf unrighteous, yet *the heir of an 
—eſtate got by unrighteouſneſs, he is 
but malz fidei paſſeſſar in the eyes f 
nM} the juſt judge; and it is no wonder 
if he neither keeps, nor improveth 

what he hath. It was an old ſaying, ll 
je De male que/itis vix gaudet tertius heres, Wl 
e 2nd agrees with our Engliſh ſaying. 
Il gotten goods will nat thrive, IR ne, 
id worthy perſon in this nation, to 
f whom God had given a plentiful fa- 5 
1 mily of children, and no plentiful, 
n though a competent, eſtate, he 
aſh would ordinarily ſatisfy himſelf, Wai 
2 diſcourſing with his dear and good 
ot yoke-tellow, about the circuſtances 
1 of his family, when he ſhould ceaſe 
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not great, yet it had no worm at the 


4 that is rich, Job 27. 17. Though he 
Heap uf filver as the dust, and prepare 
raiment as the clay, he may prepare it, 
but the juſt ſhall put it on, and the innocent 
Fa divide the fulver. He buildeth his 
houſe as the moth, and as a booth that 
the keeper, maketh. Now, he that be- 

Zinneth with a great ſtock that hath 
= been thus got, it is no great wonder 
we {4 Ii it melts away in his hands, thou zh 
they be diligent hands; he begins 
_— with an eſtate upon which a curſe 
| i is entailed, 

2. Further yet, What if God will 
= ct a period to, and write a n/ 1ltra 
upon an eſtate; nations, perſons, and 
90 eſtates too, have their periods. 
"He that hath ſaid to the waves, 
Hit her ſhalt thou go, and no further, hath 
allo {aid ſo to perſons families, na- 
tions, eſtates, Oc. It is true as to 
eſtates, as well as time and duration 
of life: One generationgoeth, and another 
__ cometh. It is he who poureth contempt 
on princes, and cauſeth them to wander 
—_ | in 


* | - 


W to be; That though his eſtate was 


| 4 root. Job ſaith of the wicked man 


. 


8. 
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in the wilderneſs, where there is no al 0 
and ſetteth the poor on high from affliction, "= 
and maketh him families like a flock. Pſal. 


107. 40, 41. Suppoſe the man that 


beginneth with a great ſtock, be as 
diligentas he who begins with a little, 
andas well proportionethhisexpences 
to his heap: (which1s not often ſeen} 

Suppoſe alſo no ruſt in his ſilver, and 
that his ſtock before he hath it, hah? ng 


not mala ſlamina vitæ, a conſumption! 


in its cauſes, but be well gotten, and 


left unto him: Vet if his eftate be | 
grown up to its meaſure, and come 


to its period, it is no wonder if it em- 


proveth not; it is arrived at its mea- 
ſure, and come up to its full grow- 


th. 


2. What is obvious in worldly : 
trades, may poſſibly be obſerved: as 
to our ſpiritual trading too. Thoſe ail 
that begin with the leaſt ſtock there, 


ordinarily make the beſt improve- 


ments in grace. Publicans and harlots. 
| enter into the kingdom of God before the = 
Jews. Mat. 21. 13. Oftentimes the ll 
laſt are firſt, and the firſt laſt. Men 8 
coming from the caſt and weft, ane 

| | | from > : 


N * 
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[om the north and ſouth, fit down in the? ; 
Kingdom 7 God, Luke 13. 29, 31. And 
Whoſe near it, (in an human eye) come p 
ſhort of it. We ſhall obſerve two Ml » 
ſorts of men ſetting up in the ways 4 
of God: Some whole former life a 
hath been Po. : and ſenſual, who 

© have been bredup in a great ignor- . 
= ance of God, and the things of God; I PI 
upon ſome of theſe God worketh and Te 
 maketh a change in their hearts; N ac 
Others who have been bred up in te 
ce knowledge of the ſcriptures, in- I ex 
ſtructec by their mothers and grand- WF in 
mwothers in the nurture and admoni- ra 
tion of the Lord. Theſe latter may ri, 
be reſembled tomen beginning with 

great ſtocks. Now, if you obſerve ſ kr 
. ordinarily the former make the 
w_ greateſt improvements in the exerciſe 
pf grace. I know it is not univerſal- 
== true, as neither are our obſerva- 
tions as to trade, without an excep- 
= tion; but generally it is ſo. Paul 
ws. ſeemeth to be an exception from this 
rule; he began with a great ſtock, 
= bred in the knowledge of the law, 
18 zealous i in che practice of it; Touch. 
by 13 1 Or " mg 
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ing the righteouſneſs which is of the law, Wi 
blameleſs, Philip. 3. 6. and yet em- 


proved to a great hight, Laboured 


more abundantly than all the reſt of the | : 
apoſtles: But two things are obſerv- 


able in his caſe. 


1. Thoſe things which were gain to ll 
him, thoſe he counted loſs for Chriſt, 


Philip. 3. 7. He found him 


ſelf rather diſadvantaged than 
advantaged by his legal righ- 
teouſneſs; I ſuppole, becauſe they 
expoſed him to a temptation of reſt- a 
ing in them, and truſting to them, 


rather than in the Lord Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs, 


he had much empared it before his 


converſion ; for he elfewhere telleth 
us, he was a perſecutor, a blaſphe- 
mer, ſo as he was now to begin 


again; like a tradeſman that begins 
| with a great ftock, and cannot thrive, © 


but ſpends it, and ſquanders it away, 
and then comes again to begin the 
world with nothing, and then he 
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2. Though he had a greatſtock of "i 
| knowledge and righteouſneſs, yet 


7. 41. of the two debtors; both 
= which the creditors forgave frankly, 
s he one foe hundred pence, to the other 
. Peter judged that he, to whom 
= was forgiven, would love moe, and 
our Saviour told him, He had rightly 
aged. You ſhall ordinarily obſerve 
in the world theſe Chriſtians, whom 
che Lord hath taken out of a ſtate of 
=_—_ ſenſuality and profaneneſs, more 
Farm for God in all acts of devotion 
and piety, than thoſe whoſe conver- 
ſion is more inſenſible, and whoſe 
Hife hath been more like perſons 
lanctified from the womb. 
23. Nor doth the reaſon of this ly 
ſo deep, but the eye of human rea- 
ſon may pierce very far into it; for 
_ gratitude being the great principle 
et obedience, in reaſon, the greater 
che love is which the foul hath ex- 
perienced, and the greater ſenſe is 
vhich the ſoul hath of that love, the 
= higher the obligation in point of 
Kgratitude muſt riſe. Now, though 
every forgiven ſoul hath much for- 
given; yet it cannot be denied, but 
5 1 ſome 
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this notion to us in his parable, Luke 
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fome have more forgiven to them 
than others. Sins are not equal, 
either for kind, or number. Now, 
(aich our Saviour) they who have 
much forgiven, will love much. But 
beſides, the ſenſe of this forgiveneſs 
is ordinarily upon that foul moſt, to 
whom moſt hath been forgiven. i 
The change upon the heart is more WM 
evident, and the work of divine 
power and goodneſs in it more evi-ñ⁶ 
dent; and ordinarily ſuch perſons 
are made to cry out of the belly of 
hell, before the Lord hears them; 
they feel more wounds in their con- 
ſciences, more terrors upon their 
ſpirits, which infinitely heighten the 
rate of forgiving mercy in ſuch a 
foul, and conſequently more ſtrong- 
ly oblige them to all that duty which 
they owe unto God. .-= 
4. Certainly, where this obſervation M8 

| (fo far as it relates to the weaver, or 
to any other tradeſman) is juſtified, it 
| ought to lay a great obligation upon 

them to the ſervice of God, and all 

„acts of obedience, by which their 
WF gratitude may be manifeſted. Their 
X hearts 
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hearts ſhould be taken up with th 


admiration of the Divine goodneſs; 
for they will find it eaſier to ſee the 
Thing that it is ſo, than to under- 
ſtand how and why it is ſo. The 
freedom of Divine goodneſs is not 
only ſeen in the ell 

fluences of divine grace bringing 
ſalvation but alſo in the different 
proportions of the morſels of bread, 
which God cauſeth in this life to be 
carved us. It is not every one that 
begins with a little ſtock that grows 
rich; though ten for one of thoſe 
that do wax rich, raiſe it from a 
little. Should not the rich man that 
is made rich, look back, and ſay 
with Jacob, Gen. 32. 10. Lord, I am 
not worthy of the leaff of all thy mercies, 
and all the truth which thou ha 


iſt ſhewn 


unto thy ſervant ; for with my flaff have | 


T paſſed over this Jordan, and now am 
become two bands. Should not they 


ſay, Lord! my family was ſmall in 
England, and little efteemed of? I 
came to town a poor boy: I had not 
10, 20, 30 J. to begin with; God 
made my ten pounds twenty, my 
. W thirty 


uxes and in- 
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9 3 


thirty pounds ſo many hundreds 

erhaps; whiles in the time I have 
fived in the city, I have {een many a 
rich tradeſman melt to nothing, run 
the country, die in goal; many others 
are as poor as I was, they are poor 
ſtill, want bread for their families, 


I am full and rich, and have need of 


nothing but a more thankful heart. 
What hath made the difference, but 
only free mercy? to whom, poſlibly, 
God hath ſhewed ſeverity; to me 
goodneſs. Lord, What ſhall I ren- 


der to thee; What an obligation 


ſhould this lay upon ſuch perſons, 
to be rich in good works, to do good 
and to diſtribute, to give portion to fix 


| and alſo to ſeven,' in thankfulneſs to 
| God, who hath given ſuch a portion to 
them? 


My heart to ſee akes 
perſons ſo ſcanty-handed as to 
piety and charity, 
God hath been ſo liberal. Is it not 
the too ordinary courſe of men 
whom God hath thus exalted aſſoon 
as they get a little eſtate, to think 
of nothing but purchaſing coats of 
arms tor their families, adorning 
X 2 their 


to whom 
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their houſes with rich houſhold 
ſtuff, providing only great portions 
for their children, and looking out 
great matches, without regard to 
the religion of the perſons to whom 
they marry them? This is the great 
vanity of the ſons of men, (I tremble 
to ſay, ſuch of them as I alſo hope 
grace hath made the ſons of God) 
| that when themſelves have, to an 
old age, uſed nothing but a rake, 
to ſcrape together a great eſtate, 
their laſt ambition is, to purchaſe a 
| fork for a luxurious child, or chil- 
dren, to ſcatter abroad all they have 

got. Oh! how doth this unthank- 
ful generation requite the liberality 
and bounty of a good and gracious 
. God toward them! How ill do they 
requite the God of all their mercies! 


5. Our wiſe God foreſaw this vani- | 


F ty in the hearts of his people, and 
therefore cautioned his people, Deut 
8 11. Beware, left thou forget the Lord 
- thy God. Ver. 17. And ſay in thy heart, 
ms power, and might of my hand, hath 
otten me this wealth, But thou ſhalt 
remember the Lord thy God; for it 15 1 
a WH! 
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awho giveth thee power to get riches, 


There are three or four fountains 
from which the riches of all men 
flow, Inheritance, marriage, 91, 

ding. The power of God is emi- 
nently ſeen in them all; as to the 


two former they are conteſt in twW o 


ordinary Engliſh ſayings: 1. God makes 
heirs. 2. Matches are made im Heaven, 
Nor do I think the unſearchable 


providence of God more ſeen in any Wi 
two things in the world. For that Wl 


of making heirs, a thouſand in- 
ſtances might be given. My ſelf Wl 


knows a perſon of honour and great 
eſtate, betwixt whom and his eſtate Wl 
(if I remember right) were 18 or 19: Wl 
Did not God make this noble perſon 
the heir? The influence of God upon 
marriage is a moſt unaccountable Wl 
thing: The heireſs or woman with 


a great eſtate, can give her ſelf no 


account why ſhe loves and chooſes Wl 


ſuch a man, yet ſhe cannot but do it, 
ſhe muſt make him her huſband, ail 
though, it may be, all her friends 
and neighbours wonder what ſhe Wil 
ſces in him, Not many grow rich by 
gifts; 


gift tra- 


gifts; but they who do ſo, may eaſily 
ſee the hand of God there too: An 
eſtate is given to one a ftranger, 
nothing a kin, only becauſe he is 
of the rich teſtator's name; to ano- 
ther, out of a peculiar kindneſs 
and fancy, of which the receiver 
can give none, or but a very ſlender 
account. For an eſtate got by tra- 

ding. the power of God enabling the 
tradeſman to get riches 1s, if not 
more, yet every whit as evident. 
| Who is it that ſends more cuſtomers 
to one ſhop than to another? Who 
gives one a better judgment, a better 
| correſpondent, a better fancy than 
| another? Now certainly, that God 
who giveth me power to get wealth, 
| hath a reaſonable right alſo to give 
me a law how to uſe it when I have 
|. gotten it; and it is becauſe we ſee 
him not in the gift, but ſay in our 
heart, Our power,our wit, and the might 
| of our hand, hath gotten us this great 


| wealth: Or, our heart could never be 
Viied up, and we forget the Lord our God. 
E * Loftly, This obſervation (certainly) 

E ſhould deliver us of any anxious 


ſolicitude 
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ſolicitude for the poſterity we ſhall 
leave behind us, and reduce it to no 
more than a pious and moderate 
provident care for them. I have 
| deſired to make it my rule, never to 
be further ſolicitous for my chil-' 
3 Þ dren, than to give them a good e- 
” | ducation in learning arts and trades, 
K ſo as if they will but uſe their dili- 
gent hand, by the ſupervening 
- | bleſling of God upon them, they 
may have whereon to live in the 
world. I have had many arguments 
that have induced me to it. 1. I 
have ſaid to my ſelf, Who am I who 
thus labour, and am ſo ſolicitous for my 
child? What did I begin the world 
with? God hath given me enough, 
„ and to ſpare. It is very probable, 
e that had I begun with two or three 
Cc RW thouſand pounds, I had been a wor- 
E ſer man than Jam. Why ſhould I 
r diſtruſt God for my child, who have 
had ſo much experience of him for 
my ſelf? | — 
2. Secondly, I have obſerved, That 


. ſuch ſolicitude in parents is general- W Fi 
') Þ ly inconſiſtent with the performance 
- "6 8 


Of 


KEY 
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of thoſe duties which a man oweth 


to God, to himſelf, and to his neigh- 
bour. Men cannot allow them- 
ſelves decent food and raiment; 
they have no money to lay upon the 
molt truly pious and charitable uſes; 
becauſe they muſt provide great 
| eſtates for their children. Oh, hor- 
© table vanity! O miſerable unbelief! 
3. Thirdly, 1 have ſaid to my ſelf, 
For whom do I thus ſcrape? for my 
| child, who poſſibly may never live 
to need it. The German ſtory tells 
us of one Babo Abenſpergius (if I re- 


member his name right) who | 


| brought into the preſence of the 
Emperor, threeſcore and ten Sons be- 
| gotten from his own body, who 
Fired to ſee them all in their graves. 
know whether they will prove wiſc- 
men or fools; frugal men, or ſots; 
if the former, let me provide what 
Iwill, it will all be too little: if the 


latter, let me leave them little, if 


& they bave education, it will certain- 
4 s : | 

Fh bring forth enough, if not abun- 
daiice. This very meditation checked 


the 


But if my children do hve, I do not 
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the toilſome labour of the wiſeſt 
man under the ſun: Eccleſ. 2. 18. 
Yea, I hated all the labour which I had 
talen under the ſun, becauſe I ſhould leave 

it unto the man which ſhould be after me: 

and (ſaith he) who knoweth whether be 
| ſhall be a wiſe-man or a fool, yet ſhall he 
have rule over all my labour wheremT 
have laboured ; and wherem I have ſhews 


ed myſelf wiſe under the ſun : This is al- 


SS 2 hc bg, 


/ vanity. : 
4. Again I have argued thus with 
myſelf; It is the diligent hand, and the Wl 
” Þ Zing of Cod added to it, which me 
„b rich. If my child be bred up to WM 
an honeſt occupation or calling, and 
: he hath God's blefling, he ſhall be 
5 rich, tho' he begins with but a little; 
8 how many examples do I ſee of it 
7 On the other ſide, Let me leave my 
child cheſts of gold or ſilver, if the 
„ bleſſing of God be not with and upon 
Fr him, it will all melt away like dew 
a. before the ſun; if he be not provi- 


if dent and diligent it will come to no- 

| thing; the leaving of him a great e- ; i} 
ſtate to begin the world with, is or- 
d diarily a temptation to young ney 
4 
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to luxury, which will hinder them 


of God's bleſſing; or at leaſt to lazi- 
neſs, as it maketh them look on 
themſelves not ſo much concerned 
to labour. Theſe things have over- 
ruled me into a ſteady reſolution, ſo 
to live upon what the Lord hath giv- 
en me, as not to deny myfelf, my 
wife, children, or family, what is 
neceſſary, or decent for me or them; 
and in my expences to abate nothing 
as to food or raiment but luxury. 2. 
Not to withhold my hand to the full 
proportion of my eſtate, either as to 
any uſe which my confcience ſhall 
tell me is either pious or charitable, 
For my children, to neglect nothing 
to their education, which may make 
them neceilary to, or ornaments in 
the world ; above all to breed them 


up in the higheſt degree I can, of } 


the knowlege and admonition of the 
Lord; and without any further care 
to leave to my children what {hall 
remain after all theſe reaſonable 
and religious deductions. I had ra- 
ther my children ſhould not live, 
than live to the diſhonour of * i 
an 
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and of no further uſe to the world, 


1 than to eat up the fruits of the earth. 
Jo this l am encouraged by this ob- 
4 ſervation, That uſually thoſe who 
begin with leaſt (eſpecially upon a 
o previous, religious, and ſober educa- 
— tion) thrive beſt in the world, and 


7 diſhonour God leaſt in their conver- 
8 ſations. | 


8 The POE M. 
. Falſe heart! why ſay'ſt my children cannot hue, 
II Unleſs I give 4 
0 Them thouſands when I die? Are there not more 
1] t Who are made poor 

From great than ſmaller ſlochs? Plenty, oft dath 
80 But prove a moth. 
2 Heaps left by cup teus worldiing Cod turns ver, 
0 To pay their ſcore, 
| The yung man's foul, while*s body tes high fed, 
N Choaks in a bed 
N Of lazy down ; its native powers, and worth 
E Sleep ; not put forth 
| Fury gives arms : neceſſity gives wit, 
* | Mer can he fit, | 
C Who hath no bread to eat. Nor can he play: 
Il For whom the day 
e Too little 15 to get what he muſt have, 

Or elſe a grave, 

1 In what” I have, then let my heart refovee : 
bh Let nat the voice | 
1 Of ſcraping churles out from my lips proceed: 
} There is no need 


Y 2 T ſhoulg 4 | 


* 
- 


4 ſhould deny my ſelf, or needful food, 
| or decent good; | 
* That TI ſhould churliſbly drive from my = 
he truly poor ; 


| T cannot pay ; 
T ſhaii to 'ittle then too children leave: 
| Ed may bereave 


Ne e th m all: they = ' prove ſuch as will 
My gettings {j4ll 


For to drunkardi thi cat 

of they prove good il not my Cod provide? 
Who ver eſi ied 
A righteous father's righteous ſon in want ? 
Sin may him /cant, 
His own, or fathers fin ;) But if that he 
a Unrighteous b., 

He cannet 'rve an what I leave. Gods curſe 

| Melts a great purſe. 
He may have debts of mine to pay, ved ſhall 
Diſcharge them all 

Out of my inventory. I am grne, 
But my poor ſon 
| Muſt whatſec're I ve gotten ill ræſtore 

| Unto the poor, 
And other creditors. Oh! let me be 
My own Truflee. 
My own executsr, before I die: 
| Let every cry. 
| Againſt me ſatisfied be: Let non 
Challenge my ſon ; 


of he bath more, but ens poor piece of ſtuff. 


* 
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Or when God's cauſe requires, that 1 ſhould ſay 


And me reproach 1 would nat leave 4 'groat 


* me God 5 97 ing leave him. that's enough; 


GAP. 


5 = 
J 
- 


Gi 


In 
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In the W eaving Trade as well as others, = | 
Sloth runs, as well as Rioting and Lu- 
æury. 


OBSERVATION 3. 


1. I Obſerve (and this is not peculi- 
] ar to the weaver's trade, but 
common to it with any other) that 
there are two great cauſes of men's Wl 
ruin, Luxury is one, but Slothtul- 
| neſs is the other; and it may admit 
a diſpute, which of theſe ruineth 
moſt. Solomon ſaith, The flothful man 
ſhall be under tribute, when the diligent 
man beareth rule, Prov. 12. 24. And a- 
gain, He that 1s ſlothful in his work, 1s 
brother to him that is a great waſter ;_ 
their relation 1s from the common 
tendency, and exit of them both. I 
have obſerv-d ſome tradeſmen never 
in their ſhops, they are either on 
horſeback, hunting, or courſing, oer 
in inns or taverns, tippling, drin- al 
ing, or gaming. Over a few years 
| L hear = 


j 
454 


* 


ver their doors, This /b 


more. 


Men wonder, ſome ſay 
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L hear of them in the goal, I ſee o- 
op is to be let; 
their places know theſe fools no 
I have obſerved others 
chargeable with none of theſe enor- 
mities, but ſeldom or never in their 
ſhops, careleſs of their buſineſs, {leep- 
ing till noon, ſpending much of their 
time in idle diſcourſes, or prating; 
ſoon after I have heard they allo 
changed their habitation for a goal, 
| ſuch a one 
was never a bad huſband, he {ſcarce 
ever ſpent a penny at an alehouſe. 
Inconſiderate men that do not attend | 
to that of Solomon, That be who 25 lot h- 
ul in his work, though he be not, yet 
he is brother to a great waſter. There 
is a waſte of time as well as ſilver, 
and the drunkard loſeth much more 
by the loſs of the time he ſpends at 
the alehouſe, than of the money 
which he there ſpends. The flug- 
gad that puts his hand in his boſom, 


never pulls it out full of filver. The 


World is a thing which will be 


At- 


tended, a miſtreſs that can never be 


had without a due courting. Beſi 


lt 


des, 


the 
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the idle perſon always hath the curſe 


of God at his heels: God hath ſaid, 
Write this man a beggar, when he ſaid, 


In the faweat of thy face thou ſhalt eat thy Wil 
bread : and the apoſtle when he com- 


manded, That thoſe that would not la- 
bour ſhould not eat, hath {hut him out 
of good Chriſtian's charity, and for- 
bade him the poor man's baſket. 
The 1dle perſon 1s the only one for 
whom the bountiful God hath made 
no proviſion. God hath provided a 
baſket into which every good man 
will put ſomething for him that can- 


not live by his hands. But for the 


idle perſon God hath provided no- 
thing, but a Bridewell here, and an 
hell hereafter. 

2. And is it not thus in the ſpiri- 
tual trade? There are ſome that can- 


not go to hell without a drum and 


trumpet before them; in proclaim- 
ing their ſin as Sodom, they proclaim 
their damnation alſo, and ſo as he 
that can but read a line in Scripture, 
may run and read it. God in dam- 
ning them ſhall but anſwer their fre- 
quent prayers, or imprecation in that 

peg” | Pagan 
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* 


Pagan dialect. The miſchief of it A 
is, That theſe men will not ſuffer o- I 
*thers to go to heaven if they can © 


help; mere dogs in the churches 
manger, they abhor the name and 5 
& thing of religion, yet will preſcribe 


to others, and be the informers a- - 
gainſt them for worſhipping that 10 
God whom their ſouls impudently 4 


defy and contemn. Theſe now, like 
profane Eſau, for a meſs of pottage deſ- b. 
piſe their birthrigbt. Forlorn and deſ- 1 
perate ſouls, how juſt ſhall their 
s damnation be! But Oh! that hell 
might open its mouth for none but of 
theſe prodigies of abominations! 


There are others ſteal themſelves in- — 

to a bottomleſs pit, they do not ſo o- gi, 
penly deſpiſe, but they ncglect the o 
- great ſalvation of the goſpel. Theſe t 


men are not drunkards, no dam-} 
= mees, no profane {wearers and curſ- the 
ers, no adulterers; but there is one fir 
0 more belongs to them, they are no 
fſaints, a formal, lazy ſort of profeſ- 

> ſors, that have a mind to go to hell, 
and no man ſhall diſcern it. The 
Lvoice of ſwearing, curſing, blaſphem- 


ing 


[ 
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ing, is not heard in their houſes; but 
neither is the voice of prayer heard, 
they do not drink, but they will ſleep 
themſelves into damnation : For the 
buſineſs of repentance, faith, new WW 
obedience, mortification of luſts, | 
| ſelf-denial, taking up the croſs, fol- 
p lowing of Chriſt, they underſtand 


none of theſe things, nor mind them 
; at all. It may be they go to church, 


but 'tis all one as if they ſtayed at 
'- Þ home. The ſermon hath no more 
| taſte in their ſouls than the white f 
Yan egg. The firſt are a choleric kind Wl 


of ſinners, theſe a phlegmatic ſort ; 
K: | the end of both will be the ſame, 


neither do the work which God hath 
, given them to do, nor finiſh the 
%courſe which God hath given them 


ele to run. They are both going the ; 
"= lame road to a bottomleſs pit, only 


the firſt gallop, theſe only jog on: the 

firſt may come to their journeys end 

2 little ſooner, but at night they will 
both meet. | 

3, Oh! let the honeſt weaver con- 
lider this, That as his work in his 
loom will no more be done by ting. : 
» ſti!“ i 
$. - 2. 
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ſtill, and ſleeping in his loom, than I 


by breaking his threeds, and throw- 
ing his ſhuttle out of the window; 
{o the great buſineſs of his ſalvation 


may as much miſcarry by a neglect, 


as by doing what is directly oppoſite 
to it; when he ſees a man undone in 
his trade through mere neglect of it, 

oing loitering up and down, and 

oing nothing. Seneca, (if I remem- 
ber right) though he was an hea- 
then, complained of time loſt four 
ways; either by doing nothing, or 
doing ill; (which is worſe than no- 


thing) or by doing aliud ſomething | 


that is not our buſineſs; or by doing 
that which is good in an ill manner. 
A meditation worthy of a Chriſtian, 
he loitereth in his ſpiritual employ, 

not only who doth what is ill, or who 


doth juſt nothing, but he alſo who } 


. doth too much of other things, or 
good things in alight, careleſs, pei- 
nctory manner. Methinks, when 
the weaver ſeeth his neighbour ruin- 
ed by lazineſs, or perfunctory, ſloven- 
ly doing of his work, he might rea- 
ſonably reflect upon his ſoul, pe 
5 1 
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ſay, my ſoul, take heed thou alſo 


' Tisbut the ſame caſe, in the ſpiritual trade: 


doit not thus periſh. 


The POEM. 


Two things the ruin of the tradeſman bs, 
Sloth luxury: 

One throws away what he doth gain, 
And ſhould mai tain 

His family, their belly and their back 

| Smarts for his ſack, 

He whores he plays away his needful food, 
And drinks their blood : 

After a while he counts ; All he bath won 
ls, hee*s undone. 

The other idle at his ſhop-deor flands 
Folding his hands 

"Tis death to him to work, ' bee'l al Iſo come 
To the ſame dan. 

Both die in jailes, though theſe do faſter go, 


Others mere ſlow. 


Some men are made 

Heirs 6 hell, by an exceſs in riot: 
Others by quiet 

In active negligence : fome do proclaim 

Their open ſhame, 

And tell men waither they are bound, They tell 
All thy'r for hell, 

Others ( as they think) with fome little wit 
Steal 40 the pit. 

Some wretches cry God damn me ; Some would Pave 
Cod them to ſave, 

Bat will not aſp it ; wages they expect 
But do bel 


2 2 
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The work, to which heaven muſt be the pay 
Ai the judgment-day, 


My foul ! ſhun both thoſe rocks, thou ſaileft well, 
| And avoid ſi hell. 


I thou comeſt ts hell at laft. what-ere, 
Why thou comeſt there, 

Will no refreſhing be. to thee to think ; 
Whether by drink, 


By cheating. ſwearing, murder, or by leſs 
unrighteouſne/*, 


Or by negleet of what thou ſhouldſt have done, 
Thou beeft undone. 

Hell will b. bell. both unto the profane 
And ea 16/4 man, 


K eee 0202 lr CH b üfg rt 
| CHAP. IV. 


Some work away their liuing, ſome traſt 
it away, 


BBB SERVATITON 42. 


ILLE modis morimur. It is 
L an old obſervation, That 
chough we all come one way into 
the world, and that through difficul- 
ties, yet we die many ways. There 

are more than one way indeed by 
s which men come by their trading- 
ROCEs, yet not ſo many as there ay 

| x Y 


43 „ 


: as fol ov od 
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not verdible ; or they do Heir work "nl 


CU 2 
5 pe 


* 


prove beggars. We have already con- 
ſidered the two main, luxury and la- 
zineſs, but theſe are not all. I ob- 
ſerve, That ſome work away what 
they have. Tis pity, that the induſ- 
trious hand ſhould make poor; but 
ſo it is in the world very often: Either 
they toil in ſtuffs out of faſhion, and 


fſlovenly ; or they truſt to a market 
for their works and fail; or ſome o- 
ther thing happens that the men are 
undone by working ſlovenly, or indi- 
ſcreetly : When as there were no ſuch 
way to hve as working, did they 
work the works which are acceptable 
in that time, or work handſomely 
and prudently. We by experience ſee 
many men may be undone, as well 
by working, as by rioting and play- 
ing. 

2, I obſerve again, That many are 
undone by truſting; either becauſe if 
the perſons they truſt are not reſpon- 
ſal, or becauſe they give longer time 
than their ſtock will bear; or the 
perſons they truſt are unfaithful to 
their words. . 3. Me- 

F 


if 
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3. Methinks I ſee ſomething ana- 1 
logous to this in our ef con- 1 
cerns: Some loſe heaven by a vain t 
and groundleſs truſting, ſome by an L 
unwary and ill circumitanced work- h 
ing. Go through a whole city of pro- c 
feſſors, and aſk them how they hove te 
hereafter to be ſaved ; they will tell 11 
you, they hope, they reſt, they truſt fe 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; when as to te 
many who {ay ſo, Chriſt will be no n 
better than a hroken ſtaff, and a bruiſ- 2 
ed reed, which if a man leans upon, fi 
it will only run into, and wound his h 
hand. Not that our bleſſed Lord may P. 
not be truſted, for he is able to ſave to t 
the utmoſt thoſe who by faith come unto © 
bim; nor that he is not faithful, for h: 
bie is faithful who hath promiſed ; (ſaith 

me apoſtle) but becauſe they had no fo 


3 to truſt in him living, ande 
being reſolved to live and do as they BD Y 
do. No man can lay a natural claim * 
0 


to heaven, no man can challenge 
the ſalvation of his ſoul as a debt to 3 
= him: We are told that eternal life is , 
che gift of God, and being ſo, none 
W hath any pretence of ground to truſt 

5 | in 


. 8 . 


* 
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in God and Chriſt for it, but upon b: 
ſome promiſe. For upon this hypo- 
theſis, that all men ſhall not be ſav- 
ed, who can pretend to any hvely WM 
hope, to any juſtly-founded confi- Wi 
dence, unleſs he hath our Lord's word 
to ſhow, wherein he hath promiſed, 
that though Tophet be prepared of old for , 
ſome, yet it is not for him, he is one 
for whom the kingdom is prepared? Now 
none can pretend a right to a limited 
and conditional promiſe, until ge 
findeth fulfilled in him, or that he 
hath fulfilled 7 conditions, to the 
performance which the good 
thing promiſed 1s annexed. Were 1t 
not ridiculous, ſuppoſing one of us 
had promiſed a great reward to any 
that would do ſuch a piece of work, 
for-to talk of truſting in us for the 
reward without any doing of the 
work, eſpecially doing the quite con- 
trary : even thoſe things to the doing 
of which we have threatned the 
eateſt ſeverities we can vie? God 
ath indeed made many great and 
precious promiſes of eternal hte and. 
{alvation, to thoſe who believe in eus 
i Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, who work righteouſneſs, who 
do the things which pleaſe him, &c. 
He hath as plainly faid: The fearjul 
the unbeheving, the abominable, the mur- 
therers, whoremongers, forcerers, idola- 
ters and all hars, {hall have their part in 
the lake which burns with fire and brim- 
fone, Revelation 21. 8. He hath bid- 
den us not be decerved, 1 Corinthians 
6. 9. neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate perſons, nor a- 


buſers of rhiiielves with mankind ; nor 


thieves, nor-covetqus perſons, nor revilers, 
nor extortzoners, ſhall wgherit the kingdom 
of God. norich ding any ſuch 
en will pretend to «ay in Chriſt 
or ſalvation, he abuſeth his own 
ſoul, and by his preſumptuous truſt- 
ing runs himſelt upon damnation, 


WA preſumptuous confidence deſtroys i 


its ten thouſands. 

= 4. And are there not others who 
work themſelves into hell? What 
= ſhall we ſay to H rael of whom the a- 
ppoſtle teſtifieth, That though they fol- 


| lowed after the law of righteouſneſs, yet 
= hey attained not to the law of righteouſ- 


4 "ob a Wherefore ? ' Becauſe * Jong? pt 
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it not by faith, but as it were by the works i} 
of the law. There was indeed a way 
to heaven revealed by meer working, 
but now (ſaith the apoſtle) the rig hte- 
ouſneſs of God 15 revealed from faith tofaith, 
Many will not underftand this, and 
look ſtill for nothing but a legal 
righteouſneſs. Have you not ſome- 
times ſeen it thus with a poor bee, it 
comes home where the hive was, the 
hive1s removed to another place, the 
bee knows it not, nor will {tir to look 


for it, but there lies groveling upon Y ; 


the old place till it dies? Do not you 
ſee it in the weaver's trade? There 
were ſome kinds of ſtuffs heretofore 
(poſſibly in the time when this or 
that man ſerved his apprenticeſhip) 
that were in faſhion, and there was 
a great market for them, and many 
grew rich by them; but they have 
been out a long time, the dull tradeſ- 
man conſiders it not but goes on {till 
making them, and 1s very buſy, but 
when he hath done, there is no mar- 
Kct for them. God of old ſaid to A- 
dam, Do this and live: Salvation was 
exhibited upon the term of working 

Aa only; 
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only; God hath altered the caſe, 7 
Now the promiſe is to him that be- 
lieveth as well as worketh, and w:h- 


out faith (ſaith the apoſtle) if is imp | <* 
ble to pleaſe God : Many heedleſs ſouls 8 
conſider not this; they work and 10 
work themſelves into hell. God will 
hereatter {ay unto them, Who hath re- ws 


guired this at your hands ? Though (it 
may be) God did require and doth P. 
require {till the doing of the things 
which they do (tor ſo he did require 
thoſe duties conſidered materially, 0 
of which yet he ſaith, who hath re- ? 
quired them?) But he hath required 
them to be done in faith, out of a 1 
principle of evangelical love, in a a5 
{incerity of obedience, having a ſin- ; 
gle reſpect and eye to his glory; not N ed 
being done under theſe circumſtan- 
ces, they are things He hath not re- 
quired, and no better than cutting b 
ot] a dog's neck, and the offering up Þ 
of ſwines blood; (as God himſelf || © 


ſpeaketh of the Jewiſh fervices irre- = 
gularly performed. There's no mar- 3 


ket in heaven now for mere works i 
more than for an idle, inoperative I © 
faith, 18 
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faith. The Papiſt, the Formaliſt, all 
ruin themſelves by working: Who 
ever looks for ſalvation by a mere le- 
gal righteouſneſs, or by a ſuperficial 
outſide performance, will find him- 
ſelf a beggar at laſt, when Chriſt ſhall 
ſay to thole that ſhall plead ; They 
have prayed in his name, and have 
propheſied in his name, and in his 
name caſt out devils : Depart from me, 
I know you not, ye workers of iniquity. 

5. What then, ſhall a man be ſav- 
ed without works By no means, nor 
I by mere works, wwe are ſaved by faith, 

( aich the apoſtle) and faith (ſaith.the 


% Y —_—_TT. 7... 


fame apoſtle) worketh by love: Works 

* c(ipt inthe blood of Chriſt muſt bring 

” | afoultoheaven; when we have talk- 

t ed what we can, he that believeth = 
A will and muſt work, but every one 
chat worketh doth not believe; and. 
S Ut that believeth not is damned already, 

1 ſaith our Saviour. Happy is he that 


can compound both theſe as well in 
practice as in judgment, but he is 
miſerable who divides what God hath 
put together. I always thought it a 
good rule for all Chriſtians, to be- 

Aa 2 lieve 
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lieve as much as if works had no 
influence upon his ſalvation, and to 
work as much as if heaven were to 
be earned by meer working. God 
forbid, that we ſhould ſay works are 
needleſs, becauſe we ſay faith in Chriſ 
1s needtul. 


The POEM, 


May men by working be undone 
How many hazards do they run, 
Who trade for bread ? 
What needs ſellicitude ? Then thus, 
Let's truſt him more whe ſaith to us, 
Me ſhall be fed. 
But rag my undoe us too: | 
Say then, What ſhall poor tradeſmen do? = \ 
| Truſt warily; 
And work hard too; for work and truſt, 
Together make the tradeſman muſt, 


| When others fly. 

Say not that in the . trade, 

And by truſt are happy made, 
By truſt alone, 

Truſt without ground to truſt upon, 

I but a hold preſumption, 
Men by't undone. 

But thoſe whs can believe, and de, 

What-ever God them calleth to, 
Shall happy be ; 

And when the ſolifidians fail, 

And Papiſts too, be ſball entail 
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Unto his foul, which neither faith, 
Mr works alone, (ſo ſcripture ſaith } 

Lan ſave from hell. 
Faith juſtifies alone ; but yet 
I not alone. Works follow it; 
Faith bears the bell, 
Becauſe it Iyeth hold on him, 
Ibs juſtifies the foul from fin : 
Wheje only name 
Is that, by which we ſaved be ; 
Without whom to felicity 
Nene ever came. 
Happy is he who doth compound 
What in the holy write is found, 
By God combin'd : 
But wo te him that dares to part 
(Zo gratify ſophiſtict art,) 
What he hath join d. 
O let my ſoul believe as much, 
As if my faith alone were ſuch, 
As could it fave ; 
But let it work as much allo, 
As if t ſhould for what it can di, 
It's haayen haves 
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— oh. 4 
rally thoſe have their eyes abroad moſt th 
F about them: and when alone, are moſt ip 
| happy m their judgements and inventions, [ 
b and thrrve moſt. A 
f OBSERVATION 5. / 3 
W :. 1 Obſerve a twofold ſpirit a- nt 
92 mongſt tradeſmen, and as a- et] 
mong others, ſo particularly amongſt: | 7 

weavers. Some are men of a poor, Fs 


3 obſcure ſpirit: Their eyes ne 
ook right before them, that's all: 
They have been bred to this or that 8 
trade, to be uſed in this or that me- 45 
fthod, and they jog on. and on, as we hs. 
W ſay, buy, make, ſell the ſame com- ar. 
modities their maſters did, neither ¶ ey 
will turn to the right-hand nor toto 
the left. Such now as theſe | have us 
ſeen in the world with much ado bo 
quitting their teeth and their taylor, | 
by all their labour. Others 1 have an 
obſerved of briſker ſpirits, their eyes ¶ tra 
are behind them and before _—_ 

| an 
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and round about them; they look up- 
on their apprenticeſhip not as ſeven 
years ſervice to their particular ma- 
ſter, but to the world, advantaging 
them to a general knowlege. This 
ſpirit in a weaver makes him under- 
ſtand, that he was not bound ſeven | 
years to learn to make either, Raſbes 
or Tametts, or Cheynes, or any other 
particular kind of ſtuff: But the my- 
ſtery of weaving, to know how to 
make any ſtuff. This man conſider- 
eth the world rightly, the whole 
ſcheme of it paſſing away, the ſur- 
face of it now wearing off, new eyes, 
new fancies daily riſing in it to be 
pleaſed, and accordingly accommo- 
dates himſelf to it, and hath his eyes 
about him, and his reaſon within 

him, his eyes obſerving what ſtuffs 

are moſt worn, moſt acceptable to the 

eye of the preſent generation, and 

to them he ſets himſelf: This man 

uſually thrives better than his neigh- 

> bour. 

L 2. I obſerve again, That in trades, 

˖ and more eſpecially in the weaver's 

trade, thoſe who have the beſt inven- 

g 3 tions, 
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S tions, and can beft compare things 
with things, and who have the beſt 


judgments, thrive beſt: Indeed judg- 


ment is that which makes a man ex- 
cel, let his way and courſe of lite be 
What it will. It is that which makes 
the ſcholar, that which makes the 
tradeſman, and the merchant; in- 
deed every one, let his courſe and 
way of life be of what kind it will. 
The weaver muſt judge of the beſt 
yarns, the beſt workman, the molt 
acceptable colours, or compoſitions 
of yarns, and mixtures of colours, 


= the beſt markets, and of many other 
& things. Invention alſo hath a great 
4 


influence, though not in all, yet in 
many ways and courſes of liveli- 

hoods. Ithath a 2. influence upon 

the excellency of a ſcholar, and ſo of 
a weaver. For there is much to be 

found out in weaving; indeed in 

moſt trades and ways of hvelihood, 

more than is already diſcovered. E- 

very day teacheth another, and brings 
forth new notions in philoſophy, in 
phyſic, in mathematics, and ſo like- 
wiſe in methods of trading, and deal 
ing 


a; ad. 4... A 2 — 
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ing in the world : He that will uy Fl 
run round, and go in a tract, will 
find that he doth but tire himſelf to 
little purpoſe, hunting the world 
which in the mean time flieth from 
him. 
3. [obſerve thirdly, That God rare- 
ly giveth to any one all thoſe gifts 
which make one to excel in any 
courſe of life. One man hath an e 
cellent fancy and invention, but poſ- > 
t ſibly no judgment: Another hath an 
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excellent judgment upon another's | 
fancy and invention, but a dull and 
heavy invention of his own; a third 
1 hath neither, but a nimble hand at 


and doth what he doth curiouſly and 
f exactly, he hath no dexterity, but is 
Vwonderfully flow at it. Some one 


be man of many hath all united, he 
0 hath a good fancy and judgment, he 


is both neat and quick, Oe. 8 
4. I cannot but obſerve, That in the 


which beareth a proportion unto this. 
I know, truth is of great antiquity, 
and the oldeſt propoſition 1s the beſt, 
" 98 „ the 


* 


his work; a fourth hath a neat hand. 


ſpiritual trade, there is ſomething Wl 
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the old way is the good way, But 
the corruption of ages hath been like 
{now upon a path; it requires ſome 


ſearch, reaſon and judgment, and 


Pains too, tofind out where that {ame 
old way lay. New lights are derided, 
and new truth counted but a contra- 
diction in adjecto. For really no truth 


is new but coevous to that God who 
hath ſtiled himſelf, the truth. There 


- hath been two, and but two remark- 


able innovations in religion warrant- 
able: Warrantable, becauſe made by 
God himſelf. The one upon the giv- 


ing of the Iaw at mount Sinai: The | 


other upon the publiſhing the goſpel; 


for though there was a worſhip of 


God, and that by ſacrifices, before 
Agron's time, (when the world was 
2000 years old and upward) yet he 
undertakes a great taſk that will un- 
dertake to prove the whole order of 
the Judaical worſhip in practice be- 


fore that time. Chriſt altered nothing 


at his coming in the moral law, but 
it is moſt certain that he abrogated 
the law contained in ordinances, the 
whole ritual law; and inſtituted 2 
2 goſpel- 
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goſpel-worſhip, which ſhall never 
more be altered. It 1s certain alſo, 
that the canon of ſcripture was not 
1 ſealed, till after Chriſt's aſcenſion in- 
- | to heaven, though we fay he added 
no new moral precepts. Thus far all 
che Chriſtian world is agreed, that 
the whole ſyſtem of divine truth is 
revealed in the Scriptures of the old 
and new Teſtament, and the whole 
method of worſhip muſt be found 
there; though of it ſomething is to 
be learned from precept, ſomething | 
from example, ſome things are plain» KA 
ly ſet down, others muſt be gathered 


l; by conſequences in the uſe of our 
YT FF reaſon. Hence the variety of men's 
© judgments, and different apprehen- 
5  fions in things of God. Now there 
x: are ſome Chriſtians, who either have 


| ot or will not uſe their powers in. 
ort ſearching out truth, comparing ſpiritual 


© things with ſprritual, but take it to be 
enough for them, to believe as the 

" church believeth, and to do what the 
church bids them do; having no re- 
= gard to the apoſile commanding 

. them, 1, To prove all things, and hold 


Bb2 faſt 
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faſt that which is good, and again, to F'2 
try the ſpirits whither they be of God or 4 
1 


no, &c. I obſerve theſe Chriſtians lit- | 
tle improving in knowlege, faith or bo- i 
dineſs. The woman of Samaria, John 
4. was of this ſize in religion. Our 
= fathers worſhipped in this mountain, 
= (faith ſhe) S:co patribus accepimus (ſaid 
he. in the council) and met with a 
{ſmart an{wer—— mo errantes ab errant- 
ibus; etring children from erring pa- 
rents. But now there are others who 
do underſtand their ſouls were given 
them for other purpoſes: If Paul 
3 they will with thoſe well- | 
rn Bereans, earch the ſcripture, to ſee 
Fit be truth which he jaith ; they are 
inquiſitive after truth, and will exa- 
mine all their principles and practi- 
ces by the touch-ſtone of holy writ, 
bringing them to the law and the te- 
ſtimony: Theſe are the thriving Chri- 
ſtians, and theſe alone have the pro- 
mifſe. V thou cryeſt after knowlege, and 
ifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding, if 
thou ſeckeſt her as filver, and ſcarcheth for 
her as for hidden treaſure: Then ſhalt thi 
underſtand the fear of the Lard, and fd 
| Fe 
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te knowlege of thy God, Proverbs 2. 3, 
ö 4, 5- The promiſe of improvement 
- in the knowlege and fear of the Lord, 
is not made ro dull ſouls, that believe 
l all that is told them, and impoſed by 
r confident perſons upon them; but ro i 

him that examines, ſeeks, proves, &c. i 


5 iN 
a He is next door to an infidel that on- 
a ly believes divine propoſitions, in the iſ 
belief, denial, or miſbelief of which 
= his ſalvation depends, merely becauſe i 
o his father believed ſo, or ſo practiſed; 
n or becauſe any number of men (call 
| | them by what name you pleaſe, ſo 
long as you allow them fallible men) 
e ſo impoſe upon him. Let men mock F 

re ſo long as they pleaſe, though there 
1- be no new truth, yet there are new | 
i- revelations and diſcoveries of truth 
it, made to various perſons in various 
e- ages; and there is new light breaks 
i- in, which is but a beam from that 


o- God who is light, only before that 
nd time eclipſed by the interpoſitions of 


if ignorance and ſuperſtition, and the 
for other variety of mens luſts and paſ- 
1 ſions; and the thriving Chriſtian will 
* ſpend his time in winnowing the 
0 


chaff from the wheat. 


1 
Þ.. 
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5. We have reaſon to adore the 


W wiſdom of God in the partial diſtri- 


bution of his gifts. The apoſtle ad- 
mireth it as to the ſpiritual gifts, 1 
Cor. 12. 8. To ane is given by the Spirit 
the word of "wiſdom ; to another the word 


of knowlege, by the ſame Spirit; to another 
faith by the ſame Spirit; to another the 


gifts of healing by the ſame Spirit; to ano- 
ther the working of miracles ; to another 


prophecy ; to another diſceruing of ſpirits, 


to another divers kinds of to guess; to a- 


not her the interpretation of tongues. The 
apoltle goes on, ſhewing that this va- 


| . ridus diſtribution of ſpiritual gifts 


was it, which did or might con- 
vince them of their uſefulneſs one 
to another: That, as in the natural 
body, thoſe members which are 


more feeble, may appear neceſſary, 


the ſame divine wiſdom we may ſee 
in God's diſtribution of thoſe gifts 


which are of a lower order: One 
= weaver hath an excellent fancy to in- 
| vent, another hath a more excellent 
judgment; one works more neatly, 


another more nimbly. If every wea- 
yer were good at all the parts of his 
| "if work, 
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work, they would not underſtand 
their uſefulneſs one to another, nor 
the need they have one of another; 
but in the variety of diſpenſation of 
theſe gifts each man is commended, 


and his uſefulneſs diſcovered to his 


neighbour; ſo as the head cannot ſa 
to the foot, nor the foot to the bank 
1 have no necd of thee. If men 


would but conſider this, we ſhould } 
not have ſo many brutes as we have, 


who controul the wiſdom of God in 


biting and devouring, in ſeeking ad- 


vantages to rifle and plunder one a- 
nother, as if this were the way to 
promote the proſperity of a place, 
which indeed 1s the direct way to 
turn it into a nettle-buſh. God ſo or- 
dereth his gifts, that one man hath 
his ſubordinacy to another: And in- 


deed this is ſeen by men uſed in 


trades generally. The troublers of 
God's heritage are generally ſuch as 
live in ale-houſes, or whoſe employ- 
ment is much the ſame as of Cater- 
pillars, to eat up every green herb 
while they are too lazy to plant any; 
2 generation from whom as God 


hath 
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no honour, ſo their country hath no 
further profit, than what ariſeth 


from an impoſt-**pon the ſalt and 


ſpirit of urine, or the beer or wine 
trom whence it proceeds. 


The P O E M. 


Old truth, like wine is always beſt, 
A notion can't be true, 
And alſo new, 


Tit gray hair'd time which muſt atteſt 


Mat. ere is ſacred truth, 
Error hath youth; 
Tet tis not th' old, but ti oldeſt age 
Alone, can juſtify 
Th antiquity 


Bf notions, From the firſt each page 


Hath fully blurred been 
By luſt and ſin 
When Chriſt and his apoſtles were 


In our meridian, 


Truth ſbin'd alone. 


But ſince that they did leave cur ſphere, 


A darkneſs fell upon 
Each nation. 


by F Though by degrees yet then began 


To riſe, the foggy miſt 
Of antichriſt. 
"Twas in the apoſtles time, The man 
Whom they call'd the man of ſin, 
Did's work begin. 
His work was to deform truth's face, 
ye good old paths to cover, 
Nene might paſs aver; 


CY 
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To blind the ways of truth and grace 
That none might ſce or know 
Where Chrift did yo. 
Hence latter ages laboured have, 
| Reſiſting unto blood 
| Thoſe that withſtood : 
Todig the truth out of its grave, 
Deſirous but to ſee 
Old veritie. | 
Hence truth which in itſelf's not new 3 
- Yet wito us appears 
Nat full of years. 
The nations ſo appearing grew 
| In the old paradiſe, 
Where grew no lies 
; Only the winter ſuffered not 
There bloſſoms nor did ſuit 
Their bearing fruit, 
Their laſting root, yet did not: 
But watched a better hour 
To bud and flower. 
Whoſo deſpiſeth truth, becauſe 
It new to him doth ſhow, 
Shall never grow, 
Nor underſtand the ſacred laws, 
Which e:ch new day expounds 
n better grounds. 
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CHAP. YL 
Of the various Cauſes of the Decay of Trade, 
OBSERVATION 6, 


batement of trade, is a noble 
enquiry, and eſpecially for us who 
live upon a ſpot of earth that is in- 
compaſſed with the fea. Whatever 
they may do that live on a conti- 
nent, it is certain, that thoſe who live 
in iſlands (if they have not a ſuffi- 
ciency within themſelves) cannot live 
without trade; nor can any people 
without it live happily. The people 


are very thin inany place, if they be 


not too many to be employed in mere 
tilling the ground, and making ne- 
ceſſaries for one another, ho are na- 
tives of the place: So as either a great 


number muſt be idle, (which is the 


bane of any place) or they muſt be 
employed in providing for other pla- 
ces, Which have not what we have. 
This maketh trade neceſſary; to ſay 
No- 


eee e i eee eee, 


HE cauſes of the decay, or a- 
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nothing of the genius of moſt, not 
contenting fhemſclves with bare 
food and raiment. A late author, in 
his Compaſſionate Enquiry, tells us, 
and very truly, That trade opens a 
pailage tothe diſcovery ofother coun- 
tries, and of the works of God and 
man, of nature and art. That it is the 
great incentive and inſtrument of hu- 
man ſociety; it makes all mankind 

of one body, and by mutual inter- 
courſe to ſerve the occaſions, ſupply 
the needs, and miniſter to the delight 
and entertainment one of another. It 
enlargeth the minds of men, as well 
as their fortunes, inſomuch that 
any nation is unpolite, unbred, and 
half barbarous without it. It inures 
men to hardſhip and danger; it in- 
ſtructs them in ſubtilty, and all the 
arts of ſelf- ſecurity. It alſo adds 
much to the beauty, power and 
ſtrength of a nation, and to the rich- 
es, and revenue of a prince.” A noble 
eulogium After all which, Statiſts 
may ſee reaſon to enquire, Whether 
any religion, or reaſon, or ſtate, can 
endure the abatement, ordiminution, 
by G C2 Or 
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or deſtruction of trade, by any impo- 

fitions in matters of rehgion, which 

che law of God doth not expreſly re- 
quire at their hands. For amongſt the 
things that have been found the emi- 
nent cauſes of the ruin of trade: 

1. Perſecution of men for their different 
apprehenſions in the things of God, hath 
been ſo univerſal and eminent, as all 
the world hath taken notice of it. By 
perſecution | mean a violent proſecu- 
tion of men, to the loſs of their lives, 
liberties, or eſtates, let it be by the 

execution of a law or not. The law 
excuſeth the fact it may.be from op- 
preſſion or tyranny. An human law © © 
in the caſe, was pleaded in the high- | 
eſt perſecution ever was: Me have a 
law, (ſay the Fews) and by that law 
he ought to die, ſpeaking concerning d 
Chriit. This hath been ſo eminently tt 
proved by a worthy. hand, that no- t 
== thing need be added to it, Letanyone Þ © 
but reflect upon thoſe towns and ci- V 
ties, where liberty is granted in the ir 
things of God, and thoſe places 
= where the Popith inquiſitions take {MW 0! 
place, and compare the ſtate of the = 
0" . One 
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one with the other, and there needs 
no further witneſs. What brought 
the trade both of this place and ſome 
others in England, but D Alva's per- 
ſecution in Flanders? And] dare ſay, 
this one thing ſhall, to the end of the 
world, be the ruin of trade in any 
place. The power of conſcience is 
exceeding great! Beſides that in all 


trading there muſt be ſuch an inter- 


mixing of mens eſtates, ſuch a de- 


pendency of the well- being of one 


man upon another, as neceſſarily re- 


quires the freedom and ſecurity of 


all who are of any conſiderable for- 
tunes. In a perſecution none knows 


_ who he may truſt his eſtate with, nor 


how far he may adventure : In ſhort 
it plucks up all trade by the roots ; 
diſpirits men from dealing or adven- 
turing, which makes perſecution a 


thing, though conſonant to the luſts 


of ſome ill- natured, peevith, ſelf- 
willed men, yet contrary to the true 
intereſt of all men. = 

2. A ſecond cauſe is (the daughter } 
of this mother) tran/plantation or tranſ- 
migration, this perſecution — 24 

en 


* 
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Men will endure any thing rather 


than oppreſſion in the matters of their 
conſcience. Thoſe who think, that 
Tiches, and a courſe of trade in a 
place, will ſtake men down, and nail 
them to their poſts, while they 
ſcourge them according to their ma- 
lice, forget how many thouſand 
tradeſmen under A/va's perſecution 


removed out of Flanders into England, 


and how many thouſands removed 
from Old into New-England, deſpiſing 
their native country, and all their in- 
tereſts here, the dangers of the ſeas, 
the difficulties they could not but 
foreſee, of making a deſolate wilder- 
neſs habitable : All theſe were no- 
thing in their eyes, ſo they might 


Lieep a conſcience void of offence toward 


God, in the great matter of his wor- 
ſhip. Tranſplantation or removal of 
tradeſmen in any conſiderable num- 
ber, from any place where they were 
fixed. 15 ſo obvious a cauſe of the de- 
cay and ruin of the trade of that 
place, that it need not he enlarged u- 
pon; whoſo ſeeth it not is blinder 
than a beetle, and deſerveth — be 

eg- 
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ged, till he can tell the world, how 


the channel can run as full when 


the water is let out into ſeveral 
ſtreams, as when it had but one tract. 

3. A third cauſe of the abatement 
of trade1s, the multiphcation of thoſe 
who are occupied in it. The world 
is a finite thing, there 1s enough tor 
it, and it hath but its meaſure to give: 
And as it is impoſſible, that ſuppoſing; 


a father to have ten ſons, and ano- 


ther two, tho' they both have equal 
eſtates, that they thould both give e- 


| qual portions to every child; ſo nei- 


ther can the world ſatisfy a multi- 
rude of beggars as well as if it had 
but a few. This abatement of trade 
is not in the general, but as to par- 
ticulars in the whole as much is got- 
ten as ever; but few individuals get 
ſo much, nor is it poſſible they ſhould, 
unleſs we could imagine a propor- 
tionable multiplication of perſons in 


the world to be fed or clothed, to the 


effects of the multiplied tradeſmen, 

who work to feed, clothe and adorn. 
them. 

4. A fourth cauſe of the decay of 

| trade 
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trade is, the falſe making of com- 


* modities, and mens falſe dealing one | 
with another in bargains, &c. A | 
thing for the repute of which, wein 1 
England (how jultly I know not) infi- ; 
nitely ſuffer beyond the ſcas. Truth l 
give all things a reputation, falſe- 5 
hood is as conſtant a blot, and will 
be the ruin of that man, or any A 
number of men that uſe it. It may + 
(like wine in a feaver) ſeem a little 56 
to refreſh his pulſe at firſt, but it will 
empty it at laſt. The reward of the 0 
har is, when once known, never to - 


be further truſted. 

5. A fifth cauſe is, mens ſtudious 
under-ſelling one another. St. 7ohn 
told us long ſince, that the whole 
world lies in wickedneſs, and truly a 
great part of it lies in this piece of 
=_ wickedneſs, being ſtudious to outgo 
one another. Now, tho' this be every 

one's duty in that which is good, and 

poſſiby lawful, if duly circumſtan- 
ced, in things which are either good 
or evil, as they are uſed; yet it may 
be ſo purſued as it may be very evil. 
6. Lailly, I obſerve, That hardly 
any 


any trades will maintain their glory, 
without ſome government ; every 
particular tradeſman having neither 
wit nor honeſty enough to be a law 
to himſelf. In all conſiderable trades 
cherefore, prudent ſtateſmen thought 
fit to make corporations, where the 
multitude are under the inſpection, 
rule and government of the moſt ex- 


perienced, wiſe and diſcreet men of 


that occupation. And moſt trades, 


which to any conſiderable degree 


multiply tradeſmen, either have ſuch 
governors, or in a ſhort time come 
to nothing for want of them. 

Let me now come to make ſome 
{piritual reflections upon theſe or- 
dinary obſervations. 

1, I cannot but from hence firſt 
obſerve, the mighty power of con- 


. ſcience, awakned to the fear of ſin- 


ning againſt God. uid non mortalia 
pectora cogit ? Men of no conſcience 
may make a jeer of it, none know- 
eth the power of it, but he that feel- 
eth it. It turns a priſon into a delec- 
table garden, a ſcorching flame into 
a bed of roſes, and no wonder that it 


D d doth 
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doth ſo, for what is it but God's vi- 
cegerent in the little world of man? 
God's interpreter to every ſoul. It is 
a great misfortune to a perſon if it 
be ſuborned, and gives in a falſe ver- 
dict. No man can act againſt it, 
though every one is not bound to act 
according to every precept, or dictate 
of it. The power of its regrets, and 
reflections for diſobedience, are ſuch 
as none can ſtand under; and there- 
fore none is bound to humour any 

m running the hazard of them. 
2, The tenderneſs of God to the 
tender conſciences of his people is 
alſo as obvious an obſcrvation from 
hence. Men of the world can think 
of nothing for them but goals and 
Bridewells. One while they are 
thinking to jeer them out of their 
conſciences by a ballad, another 
while to rail them out of them by a 
foul mouth, anon to cudgel them 
out of them. God doth not ſo with 
them in his providence. If they can- 
not have a room in Flanders, he will 
provide for them in England ; if they 
cannot have a reſting place in ack 
| c 
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he will provide them one in America, 
making for them a way in the wil- 
derneſs, and hewing them out an 
hiding place through the rocks, and 
in a deſart land; and the nation that 
will not be a quiet habitation for 
them that fear him, God will judge. 
It they will have no tender conſcien- 
ces in their cities and ports, they 


ſhall have no trade; to tell them they 


{hall have no religion, will not trou- 
ble them, it may be the decay of their 
trade will. Let the conſcience be tru- 
ly tender, fearing to ſin againſt God; 
and let the world be as cruel, as 
hard-hearted, as bloody as it will, 
they will find they have a tender Fa- 
ther. Never any loſt any thing, nor 
ſhall loſe, by being afraid to ſin a- 

gainſt the Lord that made them, that 
bought them with his precious 
blood. A man indeed may fear too 
much, but there are few, very few 


that err on that hand, there are thou- 


ſands more that fear too little. The 


ſimple paſs on (faith Solomon) and are pu- 
niſpbed. 


3. What a vaſt difference there is 
D d 2 be- 
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between the earthly and the ſpiritual 
weaver? The multiplication of 
tradeimen in the former, abates ard 
ſpoils the profit of the trade. / would 
all the Lord's people (faith Moſes) were 
Prot bete: Durſt any poor weaver in 
= this town ſay, would all the pcople 
in this city were weavers? The rea- 
ſon is obvious; the world hath not 
gold and ſilver enough to give to e- 
very one. Hence is the ſcrambling 
for it, and all the world's game 1s, 
Catch he who catch can: But God hath 
grace and glory enough to give to all 
that will trade for heaven, ſo as none 
by getting hinders another. The 
world cannot receive all the cloths 
and ſtuffs that would be made, if a 
tenth part of the men in it were wen- 
vers: But all the prayers and praucs, 
all the homages and exerciſes ot ho- 
hneſs, which the world can bring 
forth, are too little for that God to 
whom they aſcend as an homage, 
Who would not be in love with that 
trade, that were not capable of being 
abated by multiplication of tradeſ- 
men, and yet would moſt certainly 


bring 
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bring in ſuch profit, as eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor can enter into the | 
heart of man to concerve ? Such are the 
things which God hath prepared tor 
* that love and ſerve him. ä q 
Again, doth falſe making of 
wares, and falſe dealing with mer- 
chants and cuſtomers, ruin the trad- 
ing of any place? And what is it that 
rums the ſpiritual trade but the fame} 
thing! When the power of godlineſg 
is turned into a form, religion into 


a meer formality and outſide ſhew] 


and appearance. When men glory 
in ſhew and not in reality, when men 
are falſe in their acts of devotion, 
and falſe in their converſation, God 
will deal with them no longer; but 
remove his name and his goſpel} 
from them, to a people that will 
bring forth better fruit. 

5. I obſerve, That in trading, every 
4 s ſtudy is to get his work done 


cheaper than another, and to under- 


ſel his neighbour. Have we not too 
much of this in the ſpiritual trade too) 
Doth not the falſeneſs of our hearts 
prompt us to come off as cheap with 
GO 
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God as we can? Long fermons, long 
prayers, are thought needleſs. We 
would tain put oft to God that which 
hath coſt us nothing, and which in- 

deed is little worth: But God hath 
curſed him, that hath a male in his 
flock, and bringeth unto him a female, We 
are bound to love and ſerve the Lord 
our God with all our heart, and all 
our ſoul, and all our ſtrength. 

6. Laſtly, I obſerve, That in all 
| trades, when tradefmen multiply to 
any great number, the trade never 
thrives long without a prudent re- 
gulation and government, all men 
having not (as I ſaid before) either 
| wit or honeſty enough to be a law to 
$ themſelves ; nor doth the trade thrive 
much, Unleſs the governors be diſ- 
| creetly choſen. 2. Unleſs they juſtly 

diſcharge their truſt. To this pur- 
| poſe, ordinarily ſuch tradeſmen are 
eft to chuſe their own governors, as 


being beſt acquainted with the trade, 
and the perſons that have moſt ſkill 
in it, and have beſt approved their 
honeſty in the managery of it. II 
C ibo/e days (ſaith the ſcripture, Acts 6. 
1 I.) when 
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1.) when the number of the diſciples were 
multiplied, there aroſe a murmuring of the 
Grectans againſt the Hebrews, becauſe 
their widows were neglected in the dats | 
ly nmiftrations, In multitudes corrup- 
tions will multiply. This made the 
apoſtles turn them into a corporation, 
authoriſing them, to look out ſeven 
men amongſt themſelves, whom 
they might ſet over that affair. A 
a goverment is neceſſary in the 
church, and originally it choſe its 
own officers. But let a trade have 
what governors it will, if either they 
know not their office, or knowing it 
wait not upon it, or in pretence wait- 
ing upon it, yet act directly contra- 
ry to their truſt, winking at falſe 
weights or meaſures, diſcouraging 
the beſt tradeſman, encouraging the 
worſt and moſt falſe, the trade muſt 
neceſſarily be ruined. And thus it 
will be in the church of God, that 
drive the ſpiritual trade. If either it 
hath no offices and government, or 
if it hath ſuch as know not their 
work and duty of their, place; or 
though they Know it, yet through | 

| | lazineſs, 
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lazineſs, or, greedineſs of filthy lucre 
wait not on it: Or, though in pre- 
tence tliey wait upon it, yet in very 
deed, act directly contrary to heir 
truſt, ſmiting thoſe that fear the 
Lord inſtead of thoſe that hate him, 
diſcouraging the belt profeſſors and 
practitioners in godlineſs, 1i'tead 
ot the open enemies of truth and 
Holineſs; the ſpiritual trade of that 
Ec that hah ſuch a courle, muſt 
r abate or at belt go ON 
but in corners. 2 
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x7 As the greateſt part of the Subſcriders are 
Weavers, thole who are not are mentioned; 


HB. 8 William Finlay 
David Wilkie Robert Dunlop 
James Shanks — Adam 
Cloud Wilkinſon avid Dobie 
Andrew Shaw John Andrew 
Robert M. Donald Alexander Barr 
David Miller Alexander M Kechnia 
James Finlay Andrew Minzies 
Robert Galbraith John Fyfe 
Mungo Muir Thomas Cochran 
James Wilſon James mith 
Archibald Watſon ohn Kerr 
1 James Calder John Hill 
John Marſhall : James Wright 
James Rodger _ cha Tennant 
Alexander Downie John Graham 
Andrew Hardie John Bruce 
James Scott John Miller 
James Chapman David Niell 
Robert ſohnſton John Caldwell 
Robert Campbell James Bulloch 
William Watſon ' John Shaw 
Robert Baird James Muir 
James Duncan John G.lkriſt 
James Forſyth John Zuchanan 
John Graham William Bruce 
Thomas Watſon John Spires 
John Provan John Claiton 
William Duncan William Struthers 
James Buchanan Archibald Nicoll 
William Finlay 12 copies James Perrie 
John Chriſt William Stevenpans 
Robert Walker Archibald M*Aver 
James Starie William Feandry 
John M'Kean Archibald Turner 
John Jamieſon John Smith 
William Zuill John Ruſsel 
William Wilſon Daniel Walker 
John Porter James Pettegrew 
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Andrew M Donald 


James Henry 
John Andrew 


John Thomſon 


John Chalmers Thomas Muir | 
Archibald Burnet James Gardner | 
Walter Miclejohn Bailie William Bruce 7 
Pavid M*Queen James Faſtie A 
James Raeburn John Strethera | if 
John Miller James Baird P. 
John Walker John Gordon Ic 
William Hugall Allan M*Aulay 1 
Thomas jack John Hervey 12 copies Jo 
Malcom M*Calay Robert Buchanan ſo 
John Algie John Gilmour fo 
ſohn Marſhall James Manderſon Mij 
George Boyde Alexander Barnet Ga 
John Anderſon Hu 
James Brown CALTON Pet 


Thomas Cochran 
Alexander Smith 
John M*Cracken 


Robert Soutter 
Robert Steel 


David Thomſon be 
Job Howat William Roſburgh 
John M'Niel John M*Farlane 
Alexander Wilſon hoſier William Walker 
William M*Culloch barber John Miller 
Alexander Brown ſhoemaker Andrew Gardner 
lohn Ferguſon Heeler Thomas Mc*ulwhame 
= Duncan Wier John Bane 

Robert Provan John Comery 
William M*Aulay James Caſles 

John M*Calay James Dawſon 
Archibald M*Fadyen Duncan Robertſon 


"ap wer er William Wadell 
e ee William Hamilton 


Mark Benny 
Matthew Salmon 
William Stevenſon 
John Phillips 
James Allan 
James Bryfon 
Dougall M*Farlane 
Robert Barton 
David Thomſon 
James Robert ſon 
David Zuill 
William Chaplain 
William Wilſon hoſier 


GORBALS 


Robert M*Lauchlan 
William Dyche 
William Craig 

James Allaſon 6 copies 
William Bogle 
James Wilſon 
James Muir 
John Muir 
Thomas Bryfon 
Robert Hallady 


ANDERSTON 


ſames M*lndoe 

liam Forſyth 
Thomas Buchanan 
Alexander Chapman 
John Cunnell 
Peter M*Lintock 
John Whitefield 
John Cuthbertſon 
John Brown 6 copies 
John Harbertion 6 copies 
John Farmes 
Michael Buchanan 
Gavin Miller + 
Hugh Watſon 
Peter Wier 


PAISLEY 


John Young 

James White 
Archibald Jamieſon 
John Turner 
james Clark 
George Temple 12 copies 
Wiltam M Alpine 
James M' Kean 
Charles Stevenſon 
Wilkam Ingles 
William Bell 
Adam Beg 
William Urie 12 copies 
James Kirkwood 
William King 

John Burns 
Alexander Slowan 
Matthew Baird 
Wattes M*Lauchlan 
John Stewart 
William Galbraith 
William Baine 
Allan Park 

John Clark 
Andrew Adam 
John Crawfurd 
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Robert Cochran 12 copies 
Thomas Cochran 
James Templeton 
Robert — 
Robert Connell 
Alexander Minzies 
James Danlop 
— Canna vey +4 
William M Kinlay 12 copies 
John Young 
John Hunter 
Archibald Logan 
= Granger 
obert Buchanan 
William Wilſon 
Lauchlan M*Lean 
James Wilſon 
John Martin 
John Bieth 
George Mitchell 
James Crawfurd 
John Borland 
John Colquhoun 
James nuckles 
James Lang 
Achibald m*Alafter 
Rodert Ferguſon 
william Reid 
james Pedie 12 copies 
james Paterſon 
john Cowie 
robert orr 
agnis carcell 
thomas barber 
alexander ramſay 
ter wright 
james thomſon 
william glen i 
john aton 
john bogs 12 copies 
john gilmour 
john m*mouftrey 
walter ſcott 
zames govan 
john whitehill 
john harvie 12 copies 
andrew gemmel} © - 
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James Reid 
james dickie 
william paterſon 
thomas corbat 
thomas grvion 
robert moffat 
john temple 
welter dougall 
jot i; parkhill 
walcer glen 
andrew campbell 
robert wilfon 
henderv bowie _ 
john ſtee 12 copies 
david pollock 
john (cuter 
William mitchell 
cloud wil ſon 
alexander lang 
Robert Finlaſon 
james buchan 
william murchy 
wil iam walker 
robert dick on 
danie! black 
rchiba!d maxwell 
John itevenſon 
James ingram 
thomas niell 
alexander glen 
matthew baird 
francis tait 
william buchanan 
john aud 
avid lawſon 
James hilhouſe 


70 wr king 


al er nei!{on 
arthur crookſhanks 
john wright 
william cochrane 
robert caldwall 
obert robertion 
ohn ſcott 
john galbraith 4 copies 
ames ſte wart 


| alexander carcel} 


Dougall Clark 
 Robeit Bane 


of the Subſcribers NAMEs 


william hill 12 copies 
john gravy 
James greenlees 12 Copies 
alexandef walker 
Robert wiſhart 

james davidſon 
alexander ralſton 

allan rodger 

andrew hoge 

archibald leckie 

D can m{ffarlane 


john draghorn 


william kirkwood 
john miller 
thomas bruwn 
john reid 

william m*kechnie 
john aliſon 

robert lang 


thomas lochead 


andrew gibſon 

john pink erton 
james mitchell 
william roſs 

robert miller 

john burd 

john grinlees 

john murray 
Matthew Kay 
william Thomſon 
John jamieſon 

Joh Provan 

John Glafs 

Robert Park 

john wright wrigh t 
james Spiers Carter 
john Rowand wright 


GREENOCE 


James Gilchriſt} 
obert Rodger 
john Smith 
Frances Parker 
john Armour 
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john Arnot 

walter Bane 
Archibald m*Farlane 
Duncan Campbell 
john Alliſon 
william Kerr 

john white 

Samuel Clark 
william Paterſon 
John Reachy 

james Bogle 12 copies 


KILBARCHAN 


| Alexander Holme 
james Lang 

john Anderſton 
william Mickle 
John ſpier 
Robert whitehill 
George Campbell 
John Hell 

Robert Cochran 
John Park _ 
Archibald muir 
Peter Barr 

Robert m'*ikinlay 
John m'ikinlay 
william Lang 


PORT GLASGOW 


John Craig 12 copies 
Gilbert Cowan 


james molrop 12 copies 


STEWARTON 


James Diell 12 cop. 


Thomas Brown couper 


john millar 
HAMILTON 
Arthur Pollock 


Thomas Hamilton 
John King 
aries Kirkwood 
Job Pollock 
Thomas Gemmel] 
Archibald Stevenſon 
John Frazer 
Robert Colquhoun 
william Grainger ſchoolm, 
Jehn Start mule-yarnuke 12 
copies 


LANARK 


Thomas Elder 

David T'odd 

John Fiſher 

Thomas Young 

James Anderſon 12 copies 
Jobn Young 12 copies 
John Turner 12 copies 
James Torragce 


CAMBUSLANG 


James Rankin 
william Summers 
william Dougall 
John Nielſon 


DENNY 


John Young 12 copies 
william Allan 


CUMNOCK 


George Mackay 
James Rychment 
James Moodie 
william hodge 
william Brown 


Hugh Brown - 


5 ' N 
I 0 | 
* 
\ 


— 
- - Os 


5 S 2 2 


LE — 


. WF” Lift of the Subſcribers Names, 


RUTHERGLEN 


John paterſon 
walter harvey 
john alliſon 
goes park 
endry lochead 
david ſhaw 
robert park 
James Cochran 
thomas wilſon 
george brown 
John muire 
John Robertſon 12 copies 
alexander muir x2 copies 
david fmith 
John Harvey 
John watſon 


PARTICK 


james ingles 
william orr 
john riſk 
John m'grigor 
john m*indoe 


DUMBARTON 


ames Glen 
john houſton 
zames paterſon 
John mucmuries merchant 


GO vAN 


alexander mfarthour 

peter ſellers 

robert houſton 

william walker 

john fleming 

james lees 

John paterſon ; 
John lochead 12 copies 


[ 


St. NINIANS 


john bowie | | 
john croakſhanks 


KIRKNITILLOCH * 
John Hodge 


james ſmillie 
Robert Headry 
andrew kier 
john aitken 


david finlay I 
J 
St, QUIVOCES 1 
v 
John Grieve 12 copies 7 
David millar 12 copies 1 J 
AYR 1 
archibald m kay * 
thomas m' wiliam 
james bowmar, Je 
peter drysdale | 
thomas niven of waldrop hen 
James dyche merch.t 12 cop — 
SKEL DON A 
james campbell Re 
archibald crawford 
James arthour Ac 
peter galbraith 
James m*hochny millar A 
john galbraith 7% 
SHETTLESTON ; 
james moffat 
william miller Ad 
archubald reſton 12 copies wil 


archibald bell 


N Lift of the Subſcribers Namer. . 


James Fulzean _ 
william Kelſey wright 


DOUGLASS 


David Sloan 
George Crai 
James Paterſon 


EDINBURGH, 


and places adjacent, 


william Martin 
Peter Stewart 
John Gordon 
- Hendry Gardener 

william Sinklair 
Jobs Jardan 

ohn Mennos 
James walker 
John Harvey 
James Proctor 


william Smith wright in old 
Kilpatrick 

John aitken wright in 
Campf 

william Struthers ſchool- 

maſter in blantyre 12 copies 

william Lile wrightin Kil- 
macomb 12 copies 

Archibald Campbell wright 
in muirkirKk 

Robert Reid wright in 
Auchinleck 

Adam Smith wright in La- 
mington 12 Copies 

A Broadfoot wright in wig- 
ron 12 Copies ; 

Archibald Barr wright in 
Diſerph 


RENFREW 


Adam mfnocks 
william Swan 
william Maſson 


LO 


* 
4 


* 


James Duncan * 
william Stewart 
william Glen 


IRELAND. 
HOLYWOOD 


John Diel! 12 copics 
Joha Horner 


BELFAST 


John Panny 
William Glen 
Jo'n Caldwall 
Andrew M*Lure 
David Anderſon 
William Sawers 
John Cuthbertſon 
Thomas Linden 
Bryen M*Gee 
Joha Murdoch 
David Betty 
James Newels 
Andrew Crawfurd 
Kenedy Anſworth 
Arthur Allachen 
Adam Brown 
Robert Martin 
John milliken 
James m*Lelland 
James m' Donald 
James Steel 
James Rogers : 
John Kerry 12 copies 
William Waddel 

Robert m*millan 

Thomas Giggon 12 copies 
Richard Crols 


CS 
A Li of the Subſeribers Nays 


= 
. 


* 
0 


4 r Hul ſon P. trick morrow 5 
= Robert milliken Robe ti m, Conn f 
8 | 1 HL, ell 12 co 5 
Ader Anſworth John Dunlop OY 


James K-rr Rober m kean 
. 9 
John m'kea LISBU 
Robert Thomſon * wy 
Robert Windos Henery. ; 
| John Blackwood John 8 
C | Robert m Howie Huch Kerr 
© James Bovell George S'oan 
. ne John Rosbartem 
$8 | Patrick Qujaly 
Hugh Walker 5 a 
| _ matthew Scott pot? ty 
q [ 1 Frankland Ellis 
E John en | | 7 m kay 
1 ohn Sloan 
I — . Willi-n Hunter 
Samuel Dona — n 
| aer Thomas marjohn 
James Fiſner 
Jobo m- millan LAMBEG 
1 Artb Dormend 5 
1 I Thee = lie James Britain bleacher 
James Park e e 
a James muir | william matthews 
1 William Buchanan n 
William m' Lerey er, mar na 
N | ' William Smith Richard walfeden 
wn John Brown Patrick m'kee 
p | William Provand James meririe. 
Fr Joſeph Cuthbert * 
| : . + Wilkam Kelly DRUMBEG 
FF: Leathres m'millan John m*Larkley 12 copies 
C + William Brown Adam ny une 1, _— 
© + William Bodle David 7 IF 
Hlendrey Kelly Robert Carſon Vintner 5 '4 


Thomas Caſtles | 
| | <4 


. 


